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LADY  Dispense1-,  has  pa-sed  Ch?mistrvaud  Materia  jrelica  at  ipothe- 
caries'  Hall,  deiirps  post  with  Medical    man :  a  year  s  first-class 
Hospital  experience  ;  testimonial.   Address,  237/5,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

n/IANAGING  Ass'Rtant :  30:  tall;  15  years'  high-class  experience  ; 
III  Dispen-er  and  Counterman,  slight  Photography;  outdoors; 
disengaged.   "J.  A.  D.,"  Dalby  House,  Balmoral  Road.  Giilingham,  Kent. 

COMPETENT  Reliable  Assistant;  good  Dispenser.  Prescriber.  and 
Counterman  :  practical  expert ;  every  branch  of  Photography ; 
highest  references;  32;  tall;  unqualified.  "" Metol,"  28  Arabiu  Road, 
Brockley. 


JUNIOR  (18).  with  about  3  years' Retail  experience  ;  in  or  out  doors; 
fair  knowledge  of  Dispensing  and  practical  knowledge  of  Photo- 
graphy. Kindly  state  business  hours  in  replying  to  239/25,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


IVI ANAGEMENT  (Branch) ;  exceptional  high-class  experience ; 
111  accustomed  to  entire  reponsibility  ;  4  years  in  previous  situation  ; 
disengaged  ;  permanency  or  succession.  "  T.,"  May  Cottage,  Bowness, 
Windermere. 


UNQUALIFIED;  competent;  20  years' experience  (14  brisk  store 
management),  Dispensing,  Photography  (general),  Optics  ;  English, 
French  (fluent);  undeniable  references;  married  (no  children);  35; 
5  It.  7  in.;  abstainer.  "Delamare,"  42  Cornwall  Road,  Westbourne 
Park.  W.  . 


QUALIFIED  Chemist  (31  years),  strictly  temperate  (26),  2  years  in 
present  situation,  good"  general  experience,  excellent  references, 
desires  appointment,  preferably  abroad,  now  or  later,  not  necessarily  in 
Drug-trade,  where  energetic  work  would  receive  good  encouragement  and 
prospects.    238/38,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

IVI  ANAGERSHIP  is  desired  by  a  Pharmaceutical  Chemist, 
111  middle-aged,  married,  no  children,  who  has  disposed  of  his  busi- 
ness ;  permanent  berth  or  view  to  succession  ;  abstainer  and  good  Pre- 
scriber ;  used  to  Store  trade  ;  not  afraid  of  work.  "Bona  Fide"  (240/24), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


WHOLESALE. 


QUALIFIED;  22  years' Retail  and  small  Wholesale  ;  outdoors;  deaf. 
Bushby,  Grange,  Boothstown. 


PILL,  Tablet,  Capsule  Maker,  &c. ;  9  years'  experience ;  disengaged. 
'•Rhei,"  134  Walnut  Street,  Leicester. 

YOUNG  man  wants  situation  ;  Wet  or  Dry  Counter  ;  used  to  Essences. 
'•"W.  B.,"  91  Mansford  Street  Buildings,  Bethnal  Green. 


APPOINTMENT  wanted  in  Laboratory,  as  Assistant,  Chemist,  or 
Essence  Maker  ;  experienced.   200/35,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


PHARMACEUTICAL    Chemist,   Travelling   Lanes    and  Yorks, 
desires  additional  good  line  on  Commission.    Apply,  239/22,  Office 
of  this  Paper. 


EXPERIENCED  Pill  and  Pellet  Maker  (Hall  qualification)  ;  good 
references;  could  take  charge.    G.  Palmer,  62  Fernhead  Road, 
St.  Peter's  Park,  W. 


SITUATION  wanted;  10  years'  experience;  Medical,  Glass,  and 
Sundries;   excellent  references.   '-H.  J.,"  6  Half  Moon  Crescent, 
Barnsburv. 


SUCCESSFUL  Traveller,  of  proved  ability,  skilled  [in  scientific  pro- 
ducts, Surgical  Instruments,  &c,  desires  engagement.  "Culture" 
Deacon's,  Leadenhall  Street. 


ADVERTISER  (27),  4  years'  control  despatch  and  packing  room, 
requires  employment ;  good  credentials  ;  Retail  experience.    "  T  " 
24  Trilby  Street,  Forest  Hill. 


POSITION  desired  as  Manager  or  Managing-Assistant  in  Pharma- 
ceutical Laboratory ;  good  experience  ;  Minor.    "  F.,"  89  Jake- 
man  Road.  Birmingham. 


REPRESENTATIVE  (29).  excellent    connection,  London  and 
suburbs,  wants  engagement  with  gocd  firm  ;  undeniable  references. 
lA„"  9a  Robinson  Road,  Tooting,  S.W. 


TRAVELLER.— Advertiser,  with  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade  in 
■     all  branches,  is  open  to  Represent  Wholesale  house  in  Eastern 
Counties.   237/18,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


WANTED,  by  young  Pharmaceutical  Chemist,  situation  in  Laboratory 
of   Manufacturing  Chemist :  used  to  preparation  of  Galenical*. 
Cooper,  1 10  South  View  Road,  Sheffield. 


EXPERIENCED  Traveller,  qualified  Chemist  (34).  with  good  recorl 
and  first-class  references,  capable  of  increasing  turnover  for  gool 
house.    "  S.,"  Flora  House,  Greeustead  Road,  Colchester. 

WHOLESALE. — Energetic  Traveller  ;  29  ;  salary  and  commission  or 
expenses  and  commission  ;  Drugs,  Sundries,  and  Photographic  ; 
good  references.   "  Herbert"  (238/8),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

REPRESENTATIVE  :  smart,  with  sound  connection,  South  Wale? 
and  Bristol ;  shortly  disengaged  ;  Druggists'  Sundries  or  speciality  ; 
salary,  &c.   Apply,  "  Severn  "  (239/39),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

YOUNG  Man  (26),  who  has  had  experience  in  putting  up,  packing,  and 
despatch  of  orders  in  Glass  Bottle  and  Druggists'  Sundries,  seeks 
situation  ;  excellent  references.    "Lavand."  (242/1 1  j,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

l\lt  AJOR  (27) ;  5  years'  experience  as  Chemise  and  inside  manager 
111  with  well-known  Wholesale  house  ;  capable  and  energetic  ;  used  tj 
control ;  excellent  references  ;  Provinces  preferred.  239/40,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

LABORATORY.  —  Appointment  desired  in  a  Provincial  house; 
thorough  Wholesale  experience  of  manufacture  of  Galenicals  and 
Pharmaceutical  Preparations ;  Minor  ;  excellent  references.  Apply, 
242/36,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


8*.  Sd./or  50  words  or  less :  Gd.for  every  10  words  beyond. 

Advertisers  are  reminded  that  II  they  wish  replies  to  their 
Advertisements  addressed  to  the  Office  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist"  under  a  figure  or  nom  de  plume,  to  be 
forwarded,  an  extra  charge  of  Sixpence  Is  made,  and  such 
amount  should  be  added  to  the  remittance  for  the  Adver- 
tisement.  If  letters  are  called  for,  no  extra  charge  Is  made. 


LONDON  firms  doing  business  in  Scotland  and  desirous  of  curtailing 
expenses  by  being  represented  by  Purchasing  Agent  resident  in 
Glasgow,  might  communicate  with  "Energy,"  239/17,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


A FIRM  of  long  standing  in  London,  with  Colonial  connections,  is 
prepared  to  undertake  the  agency  for  manufacturers  of  Chemicals 
and  allied  products.  Apply,  in  the  first  instance,  by  letter  to  38/45,  Office 
of  this  Paper. 


AGENCY. — The  London  and  Home  Counties  agent  for  a  large  firm 
of  Glass-bottle  manufacturers,  with  centrally  situated  office,  is  open 
to  take  up  one  additional  agency  ;  the  goods  mu-t  bi  tmart,  the  best  of 
their  kind,  and  the  deliveries  prompt.    236/34,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER  having  had  14  years' experience  in  Drug  trade,  now 
personally  calling  on  Farmers,  &c,  in  North  of  Lancashire  and 
surrounding  districts,  wishes  to  represent  some  firm  in  Cattle,  Horse,  and 
general  Veterinary  Preparations,  either  totally  or  as  a  side  line  on  com- 
mission, or  by  mutual  arrangement.  Apply,  in  first  instance,  by  letter, 
238/4,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


EAU  DE  COLOGNE.— Agency  is  offered  to  an  energetic  firm  who 
can  guarantee  output.   Address,  "  Cologne,"  at  Horncastle's,  Cheap- 
side,  E.O. 


RESIDENTIAL  AGENTS  for  high-class  Perfumery  and  Toilet 
Specialities  required  in  the  following  towns  : — Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester.  Address,  stating  terms 
and  full  particulars,  to  "  House  "  ( 239/37  >, <  'nice  of  this  Paper. 


THE  CANADA  LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANY.  Established 
1847.-  ChairniMi  :  The  Tiight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  G.O.M.G. 
Funds  over  £5,500,000.  Invite  applications  for  a  special  Agency  from 
Gentlemen  of  good  standing ;  a  permanent  salary  may  be  secured,  and  duties 
need  not  interfere  with  existing  employment.  Address,  The  Manager, 
14  King  William  Street,  London,  E.O. 
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Colletjc  IRotcs. 


The  School  of  Pharmacy  Football  and  Athletic  Club's 
smoking-concert  is  to  be  held  in  the  Crown  Room,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  on  November  23,  at  8'p.m.  Mr.  B.  Fillingham  is 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Concert  Committee. 

The  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the  past  and  present 
students  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  will  be 
held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Saturday,  November  26. 
Sir  J.  W.  Swan,  M.A.,  D.Sc  F.R.S.,  will  preside  and  dis- 
tribute the  medals  and  certificates  to  students  of  the  past 
session.  Students  whose  invitations  have  not  reached  them 
are  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Principal  or  Secre- 
tary. 

Football. — A  match  between  London  College  and  Hayes 
United  football  clubs  was  played  on  the  College  ground  at 
Shepherd's  Bush  on  November  5.  The  visitors  arrived  three 
players  short,  consequently  the  Londoners  were  able  to  secure 
an  easy  victory  of  ten  goals  to  nil. — The  first  Inter-Pharmacy 
Football  League  match  was  played  at  Old  Oak  Farm,  Shep- 
herd's Bush,  .between  Muter's  College  and  Westminster  Col- 
lege on  November  5,  and  resulted  in  a  victory  for  West- 
minster by  3  goals  to  2.  The  goals  were  scored  by  Messrs. 
Armitage,  Morgan,  and  Elliott. 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue : 

School  of  Pharmacy,  The,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  to  162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Liver- 
pool. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by  the 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Saturday,  November  12. 
Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League,  Westminster  College  v. 
Square,  and  Metropolitan  College  v.  Muter's. 
Tuesday,  November  15. 
Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street, 
at  9  p.m.    Mr.  A.  Hanson  will  open  a  discussion  on  Mr. 
Idris's  address  to  the  B.P.C.  at  Sheffield. 

"Wednesday,  November  16. 
Western,  Chemists'  Association,  Cafe  Royal,  Regent  Street, 
W.,  at  6.30  p.m.    Annual  dinner.    Tickets,  Is.  6d.  each, 
from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  B.  Middleton,  52  Harrow 
Road,  W. 

British  Optical  Association,  Mount  Vernon  Hospital,  Fitzroy 
Square,  W.,  at  2.30  p.m.   Annual  meeting. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association.  Inspection  of  materia 
medica  classrooms  at  University  College,  Dundee,  at 
4  p.m.,  followed  by  tea,  at  5.15  p.m.,  at  Mather's  Hotel, 
and  business  meeting. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Birming- 
ham, at  8.30  p.m.  Inaugural  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  will 
be  present.  A  complimentary  dinner  is  to  be  held  at  the 
same  place  at  6.30  P.M.,  for  which  tickets  can  be  had  from 
Mr.  J.  A.  Radford,  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

Boyal  Micro.;:  ,  Cal  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
8  P.M.  Mr.  A.  E.  Conrady  on  "  Theories  of  Microscopic 
Vision:  A  Vindication  of  the  Abbe  Theory."  . 

North  Kent  Chemists'  A  ssoeiation,  Royal  Mitre  Hotel,  Chat- 
ham, at  4  P.M.  Discussion  on  the  Shop-hours  Act  and  the 
metric  system. 

Lincoln   l  /   mists'   Association,    Coffee  Palace,   at   7  P.M. 

Annual  supper,  follow,  d  by  annual  meeting. 
Teesside  Ch      -is'  Assoehi    n,  Barrowcliff's  Cafe,  Stockton, 

at  9  p.m.   J)iscussion  on  Shop-hours  Act,  possessive  case, 

and  Pharn.  Bill. 
Societ  y  of  Arts,       in  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.  at  8  P.M.  First 

ordinary  me.       •  of  the  session.    Inau  nral  address  by 

Sir  William  Al 

Chemical  Society,  irlington  Hous,  .  Piccadilly,  W.,  at 
5.30  P.M.  Amo.  papers  to  be  communicatee!  are  the 
follow;ng:  "  Th  Isomerism  of  the  Amidines  of  the 
Naphthalene  Series,"  by  Professor  R.  Meldola  and  Mr. 
J.  H.  Lane;  anu  "Theory  of  the  Production  of  Mer- 


curous  Nitrite  and  of  its  Conversion  into  various  Mer- 
cury Nitrates,"  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Ray. 

Thursday,  November  17. 

"Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association.  36  York  Place,  at 
9  P.M.  Opening  meeting  of  the  session.  "  Posscssiyc-caso 
Labels  "  will  be  discussed. 

Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy,  A. B.C.  Rooms,  £8  King's 
Road,  at  9  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Central  Hotel.  Briggate, 
at  8.45  p.m.   Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  on  "  Organisation."  , 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Meeting. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Albert  Restaur- 
ant, Albert  Road,  at  8.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 

Grimsby  Chemists'  Association,  Oberon  Hotel,  at  7.30  P.M. 
Tenth  annual  dinner.  Tickets,  5s.  each,  may  be  had  from 
Mr.  H.  W.  Colley,  253  Cleethorpes  Road. 

Friday,  November  18. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mr.  Peck's  house, 
Trumpington  Street,  at  9.15  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 
Saturday,  November  19. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League,  Square  v.  London  College. 

_  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation will  take  place  on  November  23,  when  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  will  be 
present.  Tickets,  5s.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  J.  H. 
Bishop  (Hon.  Secretary),  Broadway  Chambers. 

The  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Three  Towns  Chemists' 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Continental.  Plymouth, 
on  Wednesday,  November  30,  at  7  p.m.  Tickets,  6s.  bd.  each, 
may  be  obtained  from  any  member  of  the  committee,  or 
from  Mr.  F.  Maitland,  Hon.  Secretary,  31  Chapel  Street, 
Stonehouse. 

The  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  are  to  hold  a  hot-pot 
supper,  followed  by  a  smoking-concert,  at  the  Hotel  St. 
George,  Lime  Street,  on  November  24.  Mr.  J.  Shacklady 
(24a  St.  James'  Road)  is  supplying  tickets  at  2s.  bd.  each. 

The  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  have  arranged  an  even- 
ing meeting,  open  to  all  chemists,  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
W.C,  for  November  21,  when  Mr.  Alfred  Clarke  will  give  a 
lantern-lecture  on  "Procedure  in  Optologv." 

The  inaugural  meeting  of  the  session  of 'the  North  British 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  will 
be  held  on  November  25,  at  36  York  Place.  Edinburgh, 
when  Professor  J.  W.  H.  Traill  will  give  an  address  on 
"  Man's  Relations  to  the  Flora  of  Scotland." 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion is  to  take  place  on  November  24.    Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson, 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  will  be  present 
Tickets,  4s.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  W.  Gill,  207  Radfonl 
Road. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on 
November  3,  at  which  about  fifteen  members  were  present, 
the  President  (Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough)  in  the  chair. 
A  paper  by  Dr.  Russell  Ryan  was  due  that  evening,  but  as 
he  was  unable  to  attend  Mr.  T.  E.  Wallis,  B.Sc,  A.I.C., 
took  his  place  with  a  paper  on 

Polarimetry 

which  had  been  arranged  for  November  24.  After  out- 
lining the  theory  of  light  and  demonstrating,  by  the  aid 
of  models,  the  difference  between  ordinary  and  polarised 
light,  Mr.  Wallis  detailed  the  means  of  producing  polarised 
light  by  reflection  and  refraction,  and  explained  the  theory 
and  application  of  the  Nicol's  prism.  Showing  tha't 
particular  substances  rotate  the  plane  of  polarisation  of  a 
beam  of  pure  polarised  light,  he  proceeded  to  describe  the 
instrument  used  to  measure  the  amount  of  this  rotation — 
the  polarimeter.  He  next  showed  the  value  of  the  in- 
strument in  analytical  work,  giving  the  details  of  actual 
experiments — the  estimation  of  lactose  in  milk  and  sucrose 
in  a  mixture  of  cane  sugar  and  glucose,  and  the  testing  of 
camphorated  oil,  the  percentages  being  calculated  from  the 
readings.  In  the  discussion  that  followed  the  question 
was  raised  as  to  the  results  which  might  be  obtained  from 
Japanese  camphor,  which  is  sometimes  dextrorotatory  and 
sometimes  laevorotatory,  and  from  artificial  camphor,  syn- 
thetic substances  being  inactive  under  polarised  light. 
After  a  vote  of  thanks  the  President  declared  the  meeting 
adjourned  in  order  that  the  members  might  inspect  a 
polarimeter  which  Mr.  Wallis  had  brought,  and  determine 
for  themselves  the  percentage  of  camphor  in  a  sample  of 
camphorated  oil. 
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Circulars  and  Price-lists 

sent  by  post  are  apt  to  return  again  to  the  sender,  or  to 
find  their  way,  unopened,  into  the  waste-paper  basket. 
Manufacturers  and  wholesalers  should  avoid  this  sort 
of  thing  by  entrusting  their  distribution  to  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist.  Our  subscription-register 
is  the  surest  way  to  buyers  of  all  classes  of  goods 
connected  with  the  drug  and  chemical  trades.  It  is 
kept  up  to  date  by  corrections  almost  daily ;  it  repre- 
sents the  cream — nay,  the  total  solids — of  the  trade  of 
the  British  Empire  and  the  best  of  foreign  buyers. 
The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  on  the 
last  Saturday  of  January,  1905,  is  reserved  for  insets, 
and  the  Publisher  will  be  glad  to  give  inquirers  printed 
particulars  about  the  getting-up  of  insets,  charges  for 
distribution,  etc.  Those  who  decide  soonest  to  have  an 
inset  in  the  Winter  Issue  will  have  the  best  chance  of 
getting  the  pick  of  the  positions. 


Our  Town  Traveller  has  picked  up  a  few  hints  in  his  last 
journey  (p.  792). 

The  Straits  Settlements  Morphine  Bill  has  been  read  a 
second  time  (p.  783). 

An  amendment  of  the  Queensland  pharmacy  and  poisons 
law  is  proposed  (p.  785). 

The  Chemists'  Ball  is  to  be  held  on  January  18.  1905,  at 
the  Hotel  Metropole  (p.  780). 

A  Fatal  Case  of  gelsemium-poisoning,  due  to  a  herbalist 
giving  the  wrong  article,  is  reported  on  p.  781. 

The  Spirit  Committee  met  this  week,  when  witnesses  repre- 
senting the  aniline-dye  industry  were  examined  (p.  780). 

The  N.A.R.D.  has  had  the  largest  meeting  on  record, 
and  has  doubled  the  rate  of  its  annual  subscription  (p.  785). 

Derbyshire  Valerian  is  Valeriana  officinalis,  var.  Mikanii, 
Syme.    So  Dr.  Drabble  and  Mr.  F.  A.  M.  Smith  say  (p.  786). 

Danish  Chemists'  Assistants  want  a  sixty-hours'  week,  and, 
if  necessary,  they  will  strike  for  it  on  February  1,  1905  (p.  783). 

The  late  Sir  Henry  Cochrane,  Bart.  (Cantrell  &  Coch- 
rane, Ltd.),  left  a  fortune  of  over  half  a  million  sterling 
(p.  782). 

Is  British  pharmacy  going  the  way  of  the  Dutch,  which 
is  towards  more  female  service  ?  The  figures  on  p.  796  suggest 
the  question. 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  Examination  has 
been  changed  to  take  place  within  a  few  days  after  the 
Licence  Examination  (p.  814). 

A  Timely  Review  of  the  Russian  chemical  industry  is  dealt 
with  in  an  article  on  p.  796;  the  whole  trade,  outwards  and 
inwards,  also  being  referred  to. 

Our  Report  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association's  last 
meeting  and  Coming  Events  have  been  crowded  into  the 
Coloured  Supplement  this  week. 

Camphorated  Oil  is  not  liable  to  decomposition,  says  the 
South- West  London  Magistrate,  whose  judgment  in  recent 
cases  is  reported  verbatim  on  p.  799. 

Mr.  A.  Gordon  Salamon,  the  new  Chairman  of  the  London 
Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  is  the  subject 
of  a  brief  sketch  (with  portrait)  on  p.  811. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  declined  to  commit 
himself  to  abolition  of  the  differential  duty  on  West  India 
spirit  ;  this,  with  correlated  matters,  is  discussed  on  p.  794. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  (Ireland)  have  nominated 
Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  Dr.  Walsh,  Mr.  W.  N.  Allen,  and  Mr. 
Brunker  as  representatives  on  the  B. P.  Committee  (p.  813). 

The  Glasgow  Sheriff  has  dismissed  the  action  under  the 
Dentists  Act  against  Mr.  Oscar  Farkasch,  but  made  strong 
comments  on  unqualified  practice  (p.  798),  which  the  de- 
fendant resents  (p.  782). 

Mr.  W.  H.  Keen  submits  a  well-reasoned  argument  for  the 
strengthening  of  Clause  7,  by  limiting  its  operation  to  exist- 
ing companies  and  preventing  the  formation  of  more  for 
Pharmacy  Act  purposes  (p.  805). 

Lithia  and  Potash  Waters  have  brought  a  lot  of  Bourne- 
mouth retailers  into  trouble.  The  Magistrates  were  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  legal  standard  for  them,  but  they  fined  those 
who  sold  waters  destitute  of  alkali  (p.  79G). 

Codeine  and  its  salts,  American  peppermint  oil,  Japanese 
wax,  and  antimony  are  all  dearer.  Carbolic  acid  and 
Japanese  refined  camphor  are  tending  higher;  and  among 
articles  easier  inclined  are  Belgian  castor  oil,  clove  oil,  and 
petroleum  (p.  807). 

The  Newly  Elected  Mayors  of  Bath,  Cambridge.  Evesham, 
Ipswich,  Kendal,  Louth,  Morecambe,  and  South  Shields  are 
chemists  and  druggists,  and  the  Mayor  of  Preston  is  a  well- 
known  soap-manufacturer.  We  give  some  portraits  and  par- 
ticulars of  these  gentlemen  on  p.  790. 

A  Knighthood  has  been  conferred  on  Joseph  Wilson  Swan, 
the  erstwhile  chemist  and  druggist  whose  work  in  electric 
and  photographic  processes  ranks  him  among  the  world's 
greatest  scientists  (p.  814).  Sir  Joseph's  invention  of  the 
incandescent  electric  light  is  also  receiving  recognition  from 
the  Royal  Society  (p.  781). 

Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton.  K.C.,  gave  a  very  suggestive  and 
stimulating  address  on  Monday  evening  to  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry  on  the  trend  of  invention  in  chemical 
industry.  It  was  followed  by  a  discussion  in  which  Dr. 
Ludwig  Mond,  Mr.  David  Howard,  Mr.  W.  I1'.  Reid,  Dr. 
Power,  and  others  took  part  (p.  811). 

The  Preparations  which  Professor  Greenish  spoke  about 
at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  evening  meeting  this  week 
were  ext.  pareirce  liq.,  svr.  to'lu.,  svr.  prum  virg..  syr.  rhci, 
ung.  hvdrarg.  nit,,  ung."  acid,  carbolic,  lm.  hydrarg.,  and 
pil.  ferri.  The  work  has  been  done  in  respect  to  the  Society's 
"Compendium."  but  discussion  of  the  major  problem  was 
suppressed  (p.  786). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked   items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  only  samples  of  drugs  taken  in  Berkshire  last  quarter 
were  milk  of  sulphur  and  cream  of  tartar,  and  these  were 
genuine. 

At  Sheffield  Police  Court  on  November  7.  Thomas  Cart- 
wright  was  fined  5s.  for  stealing  an  inhaler  and  an  ampu- 
tating-knife  from  the  Medical  Supply  Association,  of  Holly 
Street.  Sheffield. 

On  November  6  a  glass  tank  at  the  glassworks  of  Messrs. 
Kilner  Brothers,  at  Conisborough.  burst,  but  little  damage 
was  done  by  the  molten  metal  owing  to  the  prompt  action 
of  the  workmen. 

At  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  November  4,  Henry 
Gibson  (33)  was  sent  to  prison  for  six  months  with  hard 
labour  for  stealing  33/..  the  money  of  his  employer. 
Mr.  Frederick  Boehm,  chemical-merchant,  16  Jewry 
Street,  E.C. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Portsmouth  Guardians  on 
November  2,  it  was  agreed  to  give  Mr.  Attree,  the  out- 
relief  dispenser,  an  increase  of  25/.  to  his  annual  salary. 
Mr.  Attree  has  held  the  post  for  twenty-five  years. 

On  October  29  a  serious  accident  occurred  at  Messrs. 
Chance  &  Hunt's  chemical-works,  Oldbury.  It  appears 
that  some  men  were  handling  a  carboy  of  sulphuric  acid 
when  the  vessel  broke,  the  acid  going  over  the  men.  All 
were  more  or  less  seriously  burned. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Sessions  on  November  9.  Cecil  Lamb 
pleaded  guilty  to  embezzling  404/.  belonging  to  his  em- 
ployers. Messrs.  Coe  &  Scott,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Great  Russell  Street,  W.C..  and  was  sentenced  to  three 
months"  imprisonment  in  the  second  division. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Owen,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Barry,  who 
was  recently  appointed  dispenser  to  the  Cardiff  Board  of 
Guardians,  has  been  called  upon  by  them  to  dispose  of 
his  business  at  Barry  by  the  end  of  the  year  in  conformity 
with  the  conditions  under  which  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  November  4.  three  labourers, 
named  Duke,  Nuttens.  and  Shock  respectively,  were  com- 
mitted for  trial  on  charges  of  breaking  and  entering 
152  Camberwell  Road,  S.E.  (Messrs.  Stone  &  Co.'s  drug- 
stores), and  stealing  various  articles,  the  property  of 
Edwin  Charles  Stone. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Devonport  on  November  4.  re- 
specting the  death  of  Edith  Hopkins,  aged  eleven  months, 
the  mother  deposed  to  giving  the  child  (who  was  teething) 
a  grey  powder  obtained  from  a  chemist.  The  child  be- 
came ill  soon  afterwards,  and  a  doctor  was  called  in.  but 
the  baby  died.  The  doctor,  in  his  evidence,  said  death  was 
due  to  convulsions;  there  was  nothing  injurious  in  the 
powder  given  to  the  child. 

Maud  Richards  (18),  general  servant  to  Mr.  David 
Stephen  Edmunds,  chemist,  of  High  Street.  Stoke  Newing- 
ton,  was  remanded  at  North  London  police  court,  on 
November  7>Vori  a  charge  of  stealing  scents,  hair- wash, 
fancy  soaps,  combs,  brushes,  lantern-slides,  a  tin  of  castor 
oil.  powders,  postcards,  face-powder,  and  wearing-apparel 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Edmunds.  The  girl  had  only  been  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Edmunds  for  a  month,  and  all  the 
articles  were  found  in  her  box. 

Chemists'  Ball. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square.  London,  on 
Monday,  November  7.  t lie  following  were  elected  "members 
of  the  committee  to  arrange  for  the  Chemists'  Ball,  1905  : 
The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Chairman), 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Bowen,  R.  Bremridge,  M/C'arteighe.  J. 
Harrington.  V.  C.  Hewlett,  E.  W.  Hill.  Walter  Hills, 
A.  C.  Preston,  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.,  J.  C.  Uniney,  W. 
Warren,  and  J.  Rymer  Young.  It  was  decided  that  the 
Ball  should  be  held  in  the  Whitehall  Rooms.  Hotel  Metro- 
pole,  on  Wednesday,  January  18,  1905.  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney 
was  re-elected  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Robin- 
son, jun.,  72  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.,  Hon.  Secretary. 


Royal  Institution. 

At  a  meeting  on  Monday,  November  7.  the  special  thanks 
of  the  members  were  returned  to  Dr.  Ludwig  Mond  for  his 
donation  of  755/.  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  lift  from 
the  basement  to  the  second  floor  of  the  Institution,  any 
surplus  after  the  completion  of  the  work  to  go  to  the  Re- 
search Fund.  During  the  recess  the  entrances  and  exits 
of  the  lecture-room  of  the  Institution  have  been  improved 
by  the  erection  of  two  covered-in  iron  staircases,  and  the 
widening  of  the  doorways.  The  ceiling  has  also  been 
considerably  raised.  A  Christmas  course  of  lectures  for 
juveniles  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Henry  Cunynghame, 
C.B.,  on  "Ancient  and  Modern  Methods  of  Measuring 
Time." 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  the  following 
gentlemen  have  been  successful  in  securing  election  to 
governing  bodies  : 

Chard  Town  Council. — Mr.  Thomas  Edward  Barrass, 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Devonport  Town  Council. — Mr.  R.  H.  Rendle,  chemist 
and  druggist.  56  Albert  Road.  Morice  Town. 

East  Ham  Town  Council. — Mr.  John  Brooks,  chemist 
and  druggist.  The  Broadway.  High  Street. 

Liverpool  City  Council. — Mr.  Max  Muspratt,  director  of 
the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  Sefton  Park,  and  Mr.  Ce.il 
Heywood  Brunner,  chemical-broker,  Sefton  Park. 

Morecambe  Town  Council. — Mr.  John  Birkett,  chemist 
and  druggist. 

Morley  Town  Council. — Mr.  Abraham  Taylor,  chemist 
and  druggist. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Rowcroft,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  Mr. 
F.  J.  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  were  both  unsuccess- 
ful in  their  candidature  for  the  Maidstone  Town  Council. 

Contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  effected  : 
New  Maiden  Urban  Council. — Messrs.  Paine  &  Sons, 
for  chemicals. 

Durham  Corporation. — Mr.  R.  W.  Lakin.  for  carbolii 
acid;  Mr.  David  Goodhall.  for  soluble  creosote,  carbol  creo- 
sote, pine  oil.  smoke  paper  (4*.  for  28  lbs.),  and  sulphur 
candles  (6«.  per  28  lbs.)  ;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  soap  (5«.  6c/. 
per  28  lbs.),  special  powder  (4/.  5s.  per  ton)  ;  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
for  Izal  powder  (12s.  6c/.  per  cwt.),  and  special  fluid 
(3s.  6c/.  per  gal.). 

Analysts'  Bcports. 

At  Hastings  last  quarter  only  two  samples  of  drugs, 
both  cream  of  tartar,  were  taken  for  analysis.  One  con- 
tained 2  grains  of  lead  per  lb. 

The  public  analyst  for  Greenwich  reports  that  during  the 
past  quarter  he  examined  two  samples  of  boric  ointment 
and  two  of  camphorated  oil.    All  were  genuine. 

No  samples  of  drugs  were  submitted  to  the  public  analyst 
of  Bethnal  Green  during  the  last  three  months.  One 
sample  of  olive  oil  was  examined  with  satisfactory  results. 

In  Wandsworth  one  sample  of  Epsom  salts  and  one  of 
liquorice  powder  were  purchased  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  On  analysis  both  were 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Nine  of  seventy-seven  samples  of  foods  and  drugs 
analysed  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  analyst  for  the  Hertford- 
shire County  Council,  during  the  quarter  ended  Septem- 
ber 30,  were  adulterated.  Of  these  two  were  drugs — 
magnesia  and  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  The  magnesia  was 
found  to  be  carbonate  of  magnesia,  and  the  sweet  nitre 
was  76  per  cent,  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite.  The  vendors 
were  fined  in  each  case. 

Exhibition  at  Plymouth. 
The  Drill  Hall.  Plymouth,  is  this  week  the  scene  of  a 
Trades,  Industrial,  and  Photographic  Exhibition.  The 
exhibitors  include  Messrs.  Breeze,  Jackson  &  Green,  Ltd., 
Plymouth;  Mr.  F.  H.  Ralph,  chemist.  Plymouth;  lli" 
Millbay  Soap  Co.;  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.;  the 
British-American  Optical  Co.  ;  Cerebos,  Ltd.  ;  the  Nugget 
Polish  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Wellington  &  Ward  ;  Cadbury  Brothers; 
and  the  Plymouth  Drug  Co. 

The  Wrong  Tin. 

At  the  Bradford  West  Riding  Police  Court  on  Novem- 
ber 7,  Samuel  Winder,  grocer,  of  Crawshaw  Hill,  Pudsey, 


November  12,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


781 


was  charged  with  causing  the  death  of  Mabel  Grimes.  Mr. 
A.  E.  B.  Wood  (Leeds),  who  appeared  for  the  defence, 
.said  that,  as  the  inquest  had  not  been  held,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  grant  a  remand.  On  November  4  the  girl  went 
to  prisoner's'  shop  and  asked  for  a  powder.  He  supplied 
her  with  one,  which  she  afterwards  infused,  and  she  drank 
the  resulting  liquid.  She  was  immediately  taken  ill,  and 
died  a  short  time  afterwards.  An  application  for  bail  by 
the  prisoner  was  opposed,  and  he  was  remanded  until 
Thursday. 

The  inquest  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  at 
Pudsey,  Samuel  Winder  being  present  in  custody.  Eobert 
Grimes,  gardener,  the  father  of  the  deceased,  deposed  that 
on  November  4  his  daughter  went  out  and  returned  with  a 
powder  in  a  paper  bag.  She  infused  the  powder  in  a  pot, 
drank  the  whole  of  it,  and  went  to  bed.  Shortly  afterwards 
she  shouted,  "  Mother,  mother.  I'm  going  blind."  Dr. 
Hunter,  who  was  called  in,  said  that,  though  he  made  a 
post-mortem  examination,  he  could  not  tell  what  the  powder 
was.  Samuel  Winder  said  he  had  been  in  business  as  a 
botanical  brewer  in  Gildersome  for  seven  years.  He  had 
made  a  special  study  of  herbs  for  thirty-five  years.  He 
had  only  removed  from  Gildersome  to  Pudsey  a  month  ago. 
He  brought  a  number  of  tins  containing  various  substances 
with  him  to  the  shop.  Up  to  the  day  before  the  affair 
happened  he  had  kept  these  tins,  to  the  number  of  about 
twenty,  in  a  box.  On  that  day  he  brought  sixteen  into  the 
shop  and  placed  them  on  a  shelf.  Of  the  sixteen,  three 
were  without  labels.  One  of  the  three  without  labels  con- 
tained witch-hazel,  and  another  the  fatal  herb.  He  had 
gone  to  the  wrong  tin.  The  jury  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  death  was  due  to  poisoning  by  gelsemium,  administered 
to  the  deceased  by  misadventure. 

The  Spirit  Inquiry. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Cunningham,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  inquire  into 
the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes,  informs 
us  that  a  meeting  was  held  at  Somerset  House  on  Tuesday, 
November  8.  The  members  present  were  Sir  Henry  Prim- 
rose, K.C.B..  C.S.I.  (Chairman),  the  Hon.  J.  Scott- 
Montagu,  M.P.,  Sir  William  Holland,  M.P..  Sir  William 
Crookes,  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  C.B.,  Mr.  L.  D.  Nicholson, 
and  Mr.  T.  Tyrer.  The  witnesses  heard  were  Mr.  R.  J. 
Friswell  (late  of  Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller,  Ltd.)  and  Dr. 
Herbert  Levinstein  (representing  Messrs.  Levinstein,  Ltd., 
of  Manchester). 

"A  Careful  Dispenser." 
An  inquiry  was  held  at  New  Tredegar,  on  November  8. 
concerning  the  death  of  a  four-year-old  child  named  Pearl 
Louisa  Evans,  who  had  died  from  poisoning.  The 
i  hild  had  been  suffering  from  worms,  and  was  taken  to 
Dr.  Maunsell's  surgery,  the  dispenser  at  which,  Mr.  Dudley 
Ford,  M.B.,  dispensed  a  powder  in  which  he  inadvertently 
put  some  strychnine  instead  of  santonin,  from  the  effects  of 
which  the  child  died.  Mr.  Ford  himself  was  the  first  to 
discover  the  mistake,  and  the  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict 
of  death  from  misadventure,  expressed  their  sympathy  with 
him  as  well  as  their  appreciation  of  his  straightforward 
conduct.  They  added  a  rider,  in  which  they  condemned 
the  practice  of  manufacturers  in  sending  out  poisons  of 
various  grades  in  the  same  coloured  bottles.  Dr.  Maunsell, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Coroner,  paid  a  high  tribute  to 
Mr.  Ford  for  the  careful  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged 
his  duties  as  dispenser  during  the  last  twelve  months.  He 
added  that  Mr.  Ford  was  a  total  abstainer  and  that  he  had 
never  known  a  more  careful  dispenser. 

The  Royal  Society. 
At  the  anniversary  meeting  on  St.  Andrew's  Day,  Sir 
William  Huggins.  O.M..  will  be  re-elected  President,  and 
among  the  councillors  for  the  year  will  be  the  following 
chemists  :  Professor  P.  F.  Frankland,  Professor  W.  H. 
Perkin.  jun..  and  Professor  W.  A.  Tilden.    The  Council 
have  made  the  following  awards  of  medals  for  this  year  : 
The  Copley  medal  to  Sir  William  Crookes,  F.R.S.,  for 
his  long-continued  researches  in  spectroscopic  chemistry,  on 
electrical  and  mechanical  phenomena  in  highly  rarefied 
gases,  on  radio-active  phenomena,  and  other  subjects. 

The  Rumford  medal  to  Professor  Ernest  Rutherford, 
F.R.S.,  for  his  researches  on  radio-activity,  particularly 
for  his  discovery  of  the  existence  and  properties  of  the 
gaseous  emanations  from  radio-active  bodies. 


A  Royal  medal  to  Colonel  David  Bruce,  R.A.M.C., 
F.R.S.,  for  his  researches  in  the  pathology  of  Malta  fever, 
nagana,  and  sleeping  sickness,  and  especially  for  his  dis- 
coveries as  regards  the  exact  causes  of  these  diseases. 

The  Davy  medal  to  Professor  William  Henry  Perkin, 
jun.,  F.R.S.,  for  his  discoveries  in  organic  chemistry. 

The  Hughes  medal  to  Sir  Joseph  Wilson  Swan  for  his 
invention  of  the  electric  incandescent  lamp  and  various 
improvements  in  the  practical  applications  of  electricity. 
These  medals  will  be  presented  at  the  anniversary  meeting. 

Sheffi2ld  Notes. 

In  Sheffield  a  return  of  shopkeepers  favourable  to  the 
adoption  of  this  Act  is  being  made,  and  up  to  the  present 
it  promises  success.  The  Act  will  not  materially  affect 
local  conditions,  the  half-holiday  having  been  generally 
observed  in  the  past.  Practically  all  local  chemists  have 
made  a  practice  of  closing  on  Thursday  afternoons,  and 
opening  for  a  couple  of  hours  or  so  in  the  evening  for" 
dispensing. 

It  is  exactly  seventeen  years  since  Councillor  A.  Russell 
Fox,  F.L.S.,  last  filled  the  position  of  President  of  the 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  to  which 
he  has  just  been  elected  again.  He  returns  to  the  position 
with  a  considerably  widened  experience  in  public  affairs, 
and  his  work  on  the  City  Council  will  no  doubt  result  in 
an  increased  value  to  the  Society.  The  appointment  came 
as  a  birthday  present  for  Mr.  Fox,  last  Friday  being  his 
birt  hday. 

Mr.  Herbert  Antcliffe,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  is  taking  a. 
well-earned  rest,  after  doing  seven  years'  "hard''  in  that, 
position.  The  Society  are  fortunate  in  securing  the  services, 
of  Mr.  H.  G.  Williams  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  became  a. 
member  of  the  Society  immediately  after  his  apprenticeship 
was  ended,  and  the  close  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  work 
eminently  qualifies  him  for  the  important  position  to  which; 
he  has  been  appointed. 

Mercurial  Headache-powders. 
The  Liverpool  Coroner  on  November  9  investigated  a 
singular  case  of  fatal  mecurial  poisoning  of  a  young  school- 
mistress, Flora  Helen  Laing,  daughter  of  an  accountant. 
Miss  Laing  took  headache-powders  purchased  at  a  local 
chemist's,  and  was  seized  with  vomiting,  tightness,  and 
burning  of  the  throat.  The  analysis  showed  that  the 
vomit  as  well  as  the  powder  contained  a  considerable 
quantity  of  mercuric  salt.  The  chemist  said  he  was  amazed 
when  he  heard  the  analysis,  and  could  not  account  for  it. 
It  was  suggested  that  pieces  of  mercuric  salt  might  have 
got  into  the  powders  whilst  on  the  dispensing  counter. 
The  jury  found  that  death  was  due  to  mercurial  poisoning, 
there  being  no  evidence  to  show  how  the  poison  got  into, 
the  powders. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Of  the  sixteen  deaths  from  poisons  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  past  week  three  only  were  misadventures. 
One  of  these  was  the  mercuric-poisoning  case  at  Liverpool, 
referred  to  above,  of  which  there  are  at  present  in- 
adequate particulars ;  another  was  the  strychnine-for- 
santonin  case  at  Tredegar,  already  noted ;  while  the 
third  occurred  at  Birch  Vale,  New  Mills,  where  ammonia 
was  taken  with  fatal  results,  in  mistake  for  glycerin,  by 
Mary  Holland.  Besides  the  last-named  three  other  deaths 
were  caused  by  the  unscheduled  poisons  salt  of  lemon  and 
bichromate  of  potassium.  The  latter  was  taken  by  Robert 
Moore,  a  Manchester  french-polisher,  and  the  salt  of 
lemon  by  Harriet  Parkhurst  and  by  Marion  Hutcheon. 
both  of  Liverpool.  Oxalic  acid  was  responsible  for  four 
suicides — Henry  Vaughan  and  Lucy  Humberston  (who 
died  together  at  Tottenham),  William  Biggs,  of  Kentish 
Town,  and  Thomas  Caples,  a  Liverpool  hairdresser. 
William  Ernest  Hopps,  of  Scarborough,  drank  carbolic 
acid  while  in  a  state  of  mental  depression,  and  Frank 
Beard  (11),  an  Ashby  schoolboy,  also  drank  carbolic. 
Thomas  Birts.  of  Gateshead,  poisoned  himself  with 
laudanum,  and  Adeline  Turner  Young  took  rat-poison  after 
a  quarrel  with  her  lover.  Dr.  Edward  Chilcott  (42), 
formerly  medical  officer  of  health  for  Itchen  (Hants) 
Urban  Council,  had  been  in  indifferent  health  for  some 
j  time  and  intended  going  for  a  voyage  to  Madeira.  While 
staying  at  a  private  hotel  near  Southampton  he  poisoned 
himself  with  hydrocyanic  acid. — Another  distressful  case 
was  that  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Allingham,  of  Grosvenor  Street, 
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one  of  the  most  brilliant  surgeons  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion. Mr.  Allingham's  wife  died  early  in  the  year,  and 
the  shock  appears  to  have  broken  him  up.  He  was  on  his 
way  to  Egypt  for  a  holiday,  but  while  at  Marseilles  he  was 
found  dead  in  bed  at  his  hotel.  A  letter  left  in  the  bed- 
room made  it  clear  that  he  had  purposely  taken  an  over- 
dose of  morphine. 


3rtsb  IRcws. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Change. 
Mr.  R.  I.  Edwards,  late  with  Messrs.  Grattan,  the  well- 
known  Belfast  chemists,  is  setting  up  in  business  lor  nimseif 
at  Shaftesbury  Square,  L'elfast. 

Syr.  Pairi  Iolidi. 
The  medicine -contractors  to  the  Kells  Unicn  (Messrs. 
Thacker  &  Hoffe,  Dublin)  hive  written  to  the  Guardians  in 
reference  to  Professor  Tic hborne's  analysis  of  a  sample  of 
syr.  ferri  iodidi.  The  letter  asks  that  what  is  in  stock  be 
returned,  and  points  out  that  the  13. P.  formula  orders  too 
ruich  sugar,  which  accounts  for  the  crystallisation  of  sugar 
ihat  takes  place. 

The  Foldieis'  Drink. 

In  reference  to  the  mysterious  poisoning-case  which  has 
occurred  at  Holy  wood  Barracks,  Belfast  [C.  <t-  /)..  Novem- 
ber 5.  page  745),  Mr.  Win.  Kennedy,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  Holy  wood,  writes  to  say  that  the  only  powder  the 
woman  who  supplied  the  drinks  obtained  from  him  was 
tartaric  acid.  This  she  has  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing 
from  him  for  years.  Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  the  analyst  who 
has  the  matter  in  hand,  has  tell  an  interviewer  that  tartaric 
acid  "is  an  irritant  poison,  producing  extreme  abdominal 
pains,  with  great  weakness,  palsy  of  the  limbs,  and 
vomiting."  In  connection  with  the  analysis  of  the  vomit 
of  the  sufferers  Professor  Barklie  has  since  reported  the 
presence  of  a  small  quantity  of  arsenic. 

Sir  H:irry  Coohrane's  Will. 
Probate  has  been  granted  of  the  will  of  the  late  Sir  Henry 
'Cochrane.  Bart.,  of  Cantrell  &  Cochrane,  and  managing 
director  of  Thacker  &  Hoft'e.  Ltd.,  wholesale  chemists  and 
druggists.  Dublin.  The  gross  personal  estate  is  valued  at 
552,588/.  5.s.  5<!..  of  which  47,358/.  19*.  5</.  is  in  England. 
He  is  succeeded  in  the  b^rrnetcv  bv  his  crv>  Ernest  Cecil, 
who  has  been  bequeathed  the  Castle,  Bailieborough,  to- 
gether with  landed  estates  in  Cavan  and  nouse  pro^eiiy  m 
Belfast;  also  50,000/.  in  trust  and  a  like  sum  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  baronetcy.  His  second  son.  Stanley  Herbert, 
gets  the  Dublin  property  and  100,000/.  ;  also  lands  and 
houses  in  and  around  Bray.  The  testator  bequeaths 
10,000/.  to  his  daughter  Margaret  and  5,000/.  to  his 
daughter  Sarah  ;  500  preference  shares  in  the  firm  of  Cantrell 
&  Cochrane  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Day  and  Mr.  W.  Wallace  respec- 
tively; 750  preference  shares  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Coade,  a  director 
in  the  company  an  I  cue  of  the  executors;  500  preference 
shares  each  to  Mr.  Henry  Joyce  and  Mr.  W.  Sjordaunt, 
employes  of  the  concern  ;  200  snares  to  Mr.  James  Atkinson, 
also  connected  with  the  firm;  and  2C0  shares  each  to  Mr. 
E.  C.  Pollard  and  Mr.  Hubert  H.  Barnes,  two  other  repre- 
sentatives of  the  company.  His  housekeeper.  Miss  Anne  H. 
Jones,  rei  eives  5C/.  and  an  annuity  of  100/.  during  her  life. 
The  residue  of  the  estate  is  equally  divided  between  the 
two  sons. 


Scotch  Hews. 

Local  newspapers  containing   marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Chemist  Councillor.;  and  Mag'strates. 

Mr.  David  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lockerbie,  has 
been  elected  a  Bailie. 

Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Oban, 
has  been  elected  a  Bailie. 

Mr.  Donald  Fowler,  <  hcniist  and  druggist,  has  been 
unanimously  re-elected  Provost  cf  Tain. 

Mr.  William  Marshall  Elliot,  chemist  and  druggist, 
lias  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Coldstream  Council. 


Mr.  Richard  Clark  (Raimes.  Clark  &  Co.)  has  for  the 
tenth  time  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Edinburgh  Parish 
Council. 

Mr.  John  Peebles,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  re- 
elected a  Bailie  of  Kirkcaldy.  Bailie"  Peebles  has  been 
elected  to  the  Town  Council  live  times  in  rotation,  and  he 
has  been  elected  a  Bailie  four  times  in  succession. 

Mr.  William  Doig.  chemist  an]  druggist,  Dundee,  has 
again  been  elected  a  Bailie.  Mr.  Doig  entered  the  Dundee 
Town  Council  in  1682.  and  his  present  election  makes 
him  a  magistrate  for  the  eighth  tin  e.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  twelve  years,  and  is  actively 
engaged  in  much  philanthropic  and  religious  work  in  the 
city.  He  has  been  for  many  years  an  active  member  of 
Ward  Road  Wesleyan  Church,  the  congregation  of  whic  h 
(as  recently  noted  in  tic  C.  ,(•  I). )  presented  him  with  a 
silver  rose-bowl.  The  Senior  Magistrate  of  Dundee, 
Bailie  1).  J.  McKinnon.  is  also  a  chemist. 

The  Recent  Prosesutions. 

According  to  a  correspondent  of  the  "  Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch"  "it  is  perfectly  monstrous  that  such  things  as 
oxalic  acid  and  carbolic  acid,  used  in  so  many  industries, 
should  only  be  procurable  under  conditions  that  are  certain 
to  raise  the  prices  of  them."  This  is  a  propos  of  the  con- 
viction of  two  unqualified  assistants  for  selling  these  poisons, 
an  1  the  writer  concludes  : 

I  venture  to  think  that  the  privileges  of  pharmaceutical 

chemists  ought  to  be  strictly  confined  to  the  dispensing  of 

articles  intended  to  be  used  as  medicines,  and  that  thev 

ought  to  have  no  privileges  in  the  sale  of  materials  to  be 

used  otherwise  than  as  medicines. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

The  Magistrates'  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Municipal 
Council,  having  failed  to  get  the  Privy  Council  to  add 
ether  to  the  Poisons  Schedule,  are  now  to  try  to  procure 
statutory  power  to  forbid  the  sale  of  ether  on  Sunday. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy 
is  to  take  place  on  Friday.  December  2.  in  the  Alexandra 
Hotel.  Bath  Street.  Tickets.  4«.  each,  can  be  had  from 
Mr.  P.  Fenton,  180  West  Regent  Street,  cr  any  member 
of  committee. 

Councillor  W.  F.  Andersen  has  been  singing  the  praises 
of  the  Corporation  scheme  for  supplying  sterilised  milk  for 
infant- feeding.  The  cost  of  a  twenty- four  hours'  supply 
ranges  from  'Id.  to  3c/.  The  scheme  includes  systematic 
visitation  of  the  homes  of  the  poor  by  female  inspectors, 
who  give  instruction  as  to  the  proper  regimen  for  infants. 
In  this  way  it  is  hoped  that  the  present  appalling  in- 
fantile mortality  in  certain  districts  will  be  reduced. 
Chemists  in  the  well-to-do  parts  of  the  city  report  an  in- 
creased demand  for  humanised  milk. 

Mr.  Oscar  Farka.soh.  the  successful  defendant  in  the 
recent  Dentists  Act  case,  has  written  to  the  local  papers 
regretting  that  Sheriff  Boyd  abused  his  privilege  as  a  judge 
by  making  statements  which  he  could  not  substantiate  as  a 
private  individual.  It  must  be  said  that  the  net  result  of 
the  ease  is  a  splendid  opportunity  of  advertisement,  of  which 
Mr.  Farkasch  has  not  been  slow  to  take  advantage,  and  he 
leaves  the  impression  that  the  legitimate  dentists  who  have 
proceeded  against  him  have  done  so  because  their  prices  are 
iiigh  and  his  (for  equally  good  work  by  qualified  dentists) 
low. 

The  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  has  arranged  an 
attractive  programme  for  the  session  1904  5.  The  prin- 
cipal items  are  :  Xoven  ber  17,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  opening 
address:  "Current  Pharmaceutical  Topics";  Decem- 
ber 22,  Mr.  R.  Brodie,  "  Delegates'  Report  of  Sheffield 
Conference  and  Federation  Meeting"  and  discussion  on 
Shop-hours  (Early-closing)  Act:  January  19,  Mr.  W.  Mair. 
"Impressions  of  American  Pharmacy-,"')  February  and 
March,  short  practical  papers;  April  £0,  symposium  on 
"Methods  cf  Improving  and  Organising  Business"  and 
exhibition  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus  and  novelties. 

'I'm:  Cat  is  sometimes  a  necessity  in  a  drug- warehouse,  and 
all  are  familiar  with  its  pertinacity  when  valerian  is  about, 
and  the  exhilarating  effect  that  it  has  upon  the  animal;  but 
a  partiality  for  caffeine  is  not  so  generally  known,  with  the 
result  that  if  not  too  much  be  taken  recovery  follows,  but 
there  is  always  milch  apparent  suffering  between  the  dose 
and  convalescence. 
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jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

A  Penny  Post  for  inland  letters  is  being  appealed  for  in 
(the  "  Matin.''  A  few  M.P.'s  support  the  idea,  but  it  is 
•questionable  if  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  will  consent, 
although  the  proposed  international  penny  post  between 
.England,  Germany,  and  the  United  States  may  put  French- 
men on  their  mettle  and  do  something  to  reduce  the  present 
^extravagant  inland  charge  of  three-halfpence  the  half-cunce, 
tpenny  postcards,  etc. 

Marseilles  Colonial  Exhibition  of  1906. — The  com- 
mittee met  last  week  at  the  Marseilles  Town  Hall,  delegates 
Jjeing  present  from  the  Municipal  Council  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  M.  Chanot,  Mayor  of  Marseilles,  presided. 
M.  Jules  Charles  Itoux.  Commissary-General  of  the  Exhi- 
bition, read  a  general  report,  and  other  papers  were  pre- 
-sented.  The  site  at  Le  Rouet  was  decided  upon,  only  cne 
ihand  being  held  up  in  opposition. 

Nice  Olive-oil  Trade. — It  appears  from  the  Customs 
statistics  of  the  Alpes-Maritimes  department  that  there 
.was  a  notable  diminution  (2.990.742  kilos.)  in  the  impor- 
tation of  olive  oil  during  1903.  The  exports,  however, 
were  about  the  same  as  in  1902,  in  spite  of  the  short  crop. 
'The  "  Servizio  Italo-Spagnald "  his  established  a  service 
(between  Barcelona  and  Genoa,  with  bi-mcnthly  calls  at 
.Nice,  during  the  oil  season — i.e.,  from  December  to  May. 

To  Be  or  Not  To  Be  ? — The  Paris  Press  has  been  "dis- 
cussing the  question  of  universal  exhibitions,  especially  as 
to  whether  another  cne  on  a  large  scale  should  be  organised 
in  this  city.  Opinions  seem  to  be  fairly  evenly  divided  on 
the  subject,  but  there  is  no  doubt  the  French  Government 
will  not  easily  sanction  another  great  exhibition.  The 
-object-lesson  of  St.  Louis  this  year  is  in  itself  not  encourag- 
ing. As  regards  the  benefit  accruing  to  exhibitors,  a  calm 
practical  survey  of  the  subject  resulting  from  experience 
dating  from  1878.  convinces  one  that  the  big  exhibitions 
are  of  but  little  use  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  from  the  busi- 
ness point  of  view,  to  the  average  individual  exhibitor, 
.though,  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  advertiser,  the  awards 
.may  be  turned  to  excellent  account  for  some  years  after- 
wards. 

Cheap  Alcohol. — A  number  of  Paris  pharmacists  have 
.received  a  visit  from  an  individual  of  good  appearance  who 
«poke  to  them  in  an  engaging  way  regarding  the  high  Excise- 
duty  on  alcohol.  He  usually  finished  by  admitting  con- 
iidentially  that  he  was  in  the  contraband  trade  and  had 
found  a  means  of  bringing  alcohol  into  Paris  without  paying 
the  City  dues,  which  he  offered  at  exceptionally  low  prices, 
under  the  bond  of  secrecy.  As  often  as  not  the  phaimacist 
.(especially  those  who  may  have  had  differences  with  the 
Excise  authorities)  jumped  at  the  bargain,  and  the  alcohol 
was  delivered  a  few  days  later.  The  usual  formalities  of 
taking  samples  and  testing  the  alcohol  were  gone  through, 
and  the  pharmacist  paid  cash  on  the  nail.  The  deception 
.came  later,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  alcohol-casks 
liad  been  ingeniously  fitted  with  a  tin  receptacle  under  the 
<bung-holes.  This  receptacle  alone  contained  alcohol;  (he 
rest  of  the  cask  was  full  of  water.  Needless  to  say.  the 
•victims  of  this  smart  fraud  did  not  care  to  lodge  complaints, 
on  account  of  the  inconvenient  explanations  that  would 
aiecessarily  have  been  demanded  ;  but  the  Excise  officers  have 
cnanaged  to  get  wind  of  the  matter,  and  are  now  on  the 
watch. 


BRITISH  PHARMACY  AT  PAU 

Pau  is  a  health-resort  which  is  undergoing  a  transformation. 
'Founded  in  the  '"good  old  times"  before  the  railwav,  it 
Obecame  a  resort  for  wealthy  English  and  French  families. 
The  long  and  expensive  journey  kept  it  '"select."  The  rail- 
way changed  all  this,  and  the  "  Queen  of  the  Pyrenees  "  little 
by  little  found  its  title  to  the  throne  disputed  by  the  sister 
town  of  Biarritz.  The  reason  was  probably  that  the  Pau 
"hotels  charged  heavily  during  winter  and  remained  empty 
in  summer,  while  Biarritz,  having  its  summer  seaside  visitors, 
"  let"  at  half-price  to  the  winter  tourist  rather  than  remain 
idle.  Of  late  years  Pau  has  '.wakened  from  its  lethargy.  A 
new  and  handsome  Casino  and  terraces  show  municipal 
•energy,  and  although  the  wealthy  Britisher  has  largely  given 
place  to  the  American  resident  and  the  French  tourist,  it  has 


once  more  made  a  bid  for  popularity.  Unrivalled  m  ehmato 
and  situation,  with  exceptional  drainage  and  water-supply, 
it  offers  to  the  wandering  Briton  a  golf  club,  three  English 
churches  and  ono  Scotch,  two  English  pharmacies  kept  by 
registered  chemists  and  druggists,  and  a  third  (Uarderes') 
which  has  had  an  English  manager  so  long  that  it  is  looked 
upon  as  a  British  house.  Pharmacy  is  not,  perhaps,  what  it 
was  in  Pau,  there  now  being  twenty-three  pharmacies  whero 
there  used  to  be  thirteen.  But  perhaps  life  in  the  Pyrenees 
must  be  considered  to  compensate  largely  for  the  usual  dis- 
advantages of  the  craft.    It  certainly  has  many  attractions. 

People  "who  came  here  to  die  and  could  not  manage  it" 
are  common  sights  at  Pau  -in  fact,  I  believe  Mr.  Jarvis,  the 
English  pharmacist,  is  one  of  them.  Not  that  anyone  would 
guess  from  his  present  hale  and  hearty  appearance  that  ho 
had  ever  had  need  of  pharmacy  except  as  a  profession.  Ho 
has  now  been  thirty-eight  years  at  Pau,  and  has  a  charming 
little  property  in  the  Pyrenees,  half-way  between  the  town 
and  the  Pic  du  Midi,  an  old  feudal  castle  which  gives  him,  I 
believe,  the  title  of  Abbe  as  well  as  that  of  noble — distinctions 
of  which  the  stay-at-home  chemist  can  rarely  boast.  He  has 
seen  much  in  his  eventful  life;  tended  the  wounded  during 
the  Franco-Prussian  War,  and  saw  a  little  civil  strife  over 
the  other  side  of  the  mountains  in  the  old  Carlist  days;  while 
nearly  forty  years  in  the  Pyrenees  has  enabled  him  to  see 
many  quaint  and  original  incidents  of  this  picturesque  corner 
of  France.  One  of  his  sons  is  a  doctor  in  Paris,  and  another 
a  pharmacist  at  Chantilly. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Smith,  the  other  English  pharmacist,  is  on  the 
Place  Royale,  the  handsome  square  on  the  plateau  which 
commands  that  wonderful  panorama  of  the  Pyrenees.  He 
was  formerly  at  the  corner  of  the  rue  du  Lycee,  but  has 
recently  moved  to  new  premises,  close  to  the  British  Club, 
still  on  the  Place  Royale. 


Colonial  ano  tfordon  IRcws. 


German-Swiss  Commercial  Treaty. — A  Reuter  tele- 
gram states  that  the  commercial  treaty  between 
Switzerland  and  Germany  has  been  concluded,  and 
was  signed  on  November  5  at  Lucerne  by  the  negotiators 
of  both  countries.  The  treaty  will  come  into  operation  at 
the  beginning  of  1906.  Germany  has  reserved  to  herself 
the  right  of  raising  at  her  discretion  the  Customs  dues  on 
aniline-dyed  goods  from  the  beginning  of  1908  should 
Switzerland  by  that  time  not  have  extended  the  protection 
of  her  patent  laws  to  the  chemical-industry. 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Denmark. — The  relations 
between  pharmaceutical  assistants  and  proprietors  in  Den- 
mark have  during  the  past  seven  years  been  very  strained. 
Both  parties  are  admirably  organised.  The  former  have 
founded  a  club,  and  are  in  a  position  to  grant  monetary 
help  to  members  out  of  work.  The  proprietors'  union,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  contributed  about  825/.  up  to  the 
present  towards  opposing  the  threatened  strike  of 
assistants.  At  their  recent  special  meeting,  the  latter 
agreed  to  adhere  to  the  following  conditions  :  From  Feb- 
ruary 1.  1905,  no  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants' 
Union  may  fill  a  vacancy  in  a  pharmacy  where  other  than 
the  following  conditions  prevail  :  The  total  working-hours 
a  week  must  not  exceed  sixty,  and  if  two  assistants  are 
kept  fifty-four.  Three  nights  to  be  the  maximum  of  night- 
duty  in  one  week.  The  lowest  salary  an  assistant  may 
accept  is  to  be  84/.  a  year,  with  a  fortnight's  holiday  in- 
cluded. In  order  to  obtain  these  conditions,  the  assistants 
are  to  give  notice  to  leave  on  February  1,  1905.  unless  the 
proprietors  agree  to  the  above  demands.  No  member  of 
the  Union  may  fill  a  vacancy  occurring  on  account  of  a 
proprietor's  refusal  to  comply  with  these  terms,  and  no 
member  may  accept  a  situation  in  a  pharmacy  where  an 
assistant  is  employed  who  has  filled  a  vacancy  thus 
occurring.  Every  member  losing  his  place  owing  to  the 
above  conditions  will  be  paid  3/.  18s.,  or  if  married  6/.  10s., 
a  month  until  he  has  obta'ned  another  situatkn.  The 
fight  is  likely  to  be  a  long  and  stubborn  one.  Both  parties 
are  resolved'not  to  give  way.  and,  what  is  more  important, 
are  well  provided  with  funds. 

The  Straits  Morphine  Bill. — The  second  reading  of 
the  Morphine  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  at 
Singapore  on  September  23.  In  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion the  Hon.  W.  J.  Napier  said  the  Bill  was  of  such  a 
character  that  the  evidence  of  experts  should  be  taken. 
He  (the  speaker)  generally  carried  with  him  on  a  journey 
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a  bottle  of  chlorodyne,  and  according  to  this  Bill  he  would 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  $50  for  having  morphine  in  his 
possession,  unless  he  got  the  authority  of  a  qualified 
medical  practitioner.  Again,  the  Bill  had  been  so  framed 
that  his  own  medical  man,  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
qualifications,  would  not  be  a  medical  practitioner  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  unless  he  were  licensed  to  deal  in 
morphine.  If  he  wanted  a  bottle  of  chlorodyne  to  take  to 
the  Native  States,  he  would  have  to  go  to  the  P.C.M.O. 
for  a  permit,  otherwise  he  was  liable  to  a  penalty  of  $1,000, 
and  he  must  get  a  licence  to  import  it  when  he  came  back. 
The  Ordinance  would  therefore  require  amendment,  and 
he  thought  a  Commission,  or  a  Select  Committee,  of  which 
the  P.C.M.O.  should  be  a  member,  ought  to  be  appointed. 
The  Governor,  Sir  John  Anderson,  said  the  Government 
had  no  objection  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Committee,  and 
it  passed  the  second  reading  unanimously  on  that  under- 
standing. A  correspondent  to  the  "Straits  Budget" 
emphasises  Mr.  Napier's  warning.  .  The  writer  contends 
that  the  Bill  is  fraught  with  danger  to  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  for  under  the  Morphine  Ordinance,  which  the  Bill 
is  intended  to  repeal,  "morphine"  is  defined  as  "morphia 
and  all  salts  of  morphine  and  any  alkaloid  of  opium  that 
may  be  used  as  injection,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  alkaloids 
of  opium  that  may  be  taken  internally  as  medicine."  The 
Bill  includes  all  medicines  containing  opium,  whether  used 
lor  injection  or  taken  internally,  therefore  chlorodyne, 
cough-mixture,  cholera-mixture,  Dalby's  carminative,  or 
other  patent  or  proprietary  remedies  containing  morphine  are 
now  included.  The  "Budget"  correspondent  proceeds  to 
enumerate  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  public  health  that 
would  ensue  if  .such  restrictions  were  enacted.  He  has 
had  years  of  experience  of  the  opium-farm,  he  says,  but 
he  does  not  see  how  the  proposed  measure  will  prevent 
smuggling  or  increase  the  consumption  of  opium.  None  of 
these  medicines  taken  internally  is  used  for,  and  in  substi- 
tution of,  chandu.  If  the  definition  of  "morphine"  were 
confined,  as  before,  to  "any  opium,  or  alkaloid  of  opium, 
or  any  solution  thereof  used  for  injection,  smoking,  or 
chewing,"  no  one  would  have  reason  to  complain. 


South  Hfrtcan  IRcws. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Xotc. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
oider  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies 
in  British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
■  Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  R..YV.  Willson  has  bought  the  business  of  Logan 
&  Co.,  chemists,  Burghersdorp. 

Mr.  A.  Salinger,  of  the  Vi'riolia  Co..  Ltd..  London,  and 
Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co..  London,  was  in  Cape 
Town  when  the  last  mail  left  (October  19). 

Mr.  Charles  Henry  Stevens,  of  Cape  Town,  intends 
applying  to  the  Registrar  of  Deeds.  Cape  Colony,  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  to  register  the  word  "Sacco"  in  respect  of 
medicines,  Class  3. 

Blaming  Natal.— At  a  meeting  of  the  East  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  October  12,  the  Chairman,  re- 
ferring to  the  duty  on  medicines  containing  spirits,  said 
they  had  been  paying  a  new  duty  of  25  per  cent.,  while 
Natal  only  paid  the  old  duty  of  10  rser  cent.  That. was 
one  of  a  number  of  cases  in  which  they  found  Natal  going 
on  as  before,  and  paying  no  attention  to  the  understanding 
until  they  were  pulled  up  sharp.  By  that  time,  however, 
they  had  collared  a  good  deal  of  the  trade,  which  had 
been  diverted  to  them  and  remained  with  them.  It  was 
time  the  Government  watched  that  kind  of  thing  more 
carefully. 

The  Cape  and  Natal. — Writing  cn  October  10.  our 
Cape  correspondent  states  that  Mr.  C.  E.  Forth,  member 
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of  the  Natal  Pharmacy  Board,  returned  to  Durban  in  the 
Kenil worth  Castle,  after  spending  an  interesting  fortnight 
in  the  Cape  peninsula.    Mr.  Forth  met  the  President  of 
the  Cape  Pharmacy  Board,  Mr.  A.  Walsh,  and.  although 
unofficially,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  notes  were  compared. 
It  is  generally  thought  in  Cape  Colony  that  the  Natal 
Board  should  take  a  broader  view  of  pharmacy  in  South' 
Africa,  and  now  that  the  Board  has  had  time  to  grow, 
up,  so  to  speak,  a  little  more  evidence  of  stability  should 
be  1  f ortheoming.    It  is  hoped  that  the  Natal  Pharmacy 
Board  will  do  its  utmost  to  federate  South  Africa  phar- 
maceutically.    Relationships  between  the  Cape  and  Natal 
Boards  are  by  no  means  what  they  should  be.  due.  it  is 
said,  to  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  Natal  Board  from- 
timc  to  time  in  connection  with  various  matters  dealing, 
with  the  country  as  a  whole.    Mr.  C.  E.  Forth  has  not. 
had  an  opportunity  of  attending  any  of  the  meetings  held 
at  Pietermaritzburg  yet.  nor  would  he  be  able  to  discuss 
matters  if  he  had.  but  our  Cape  correspondent  talked  the 
"tariff  difficulties"  over  with  him,  and  the  impression 
gathered  during  the  conversation  seemed  to  imply  vhat-  if 
the  Cape  does  not  know  what  she  is  about,  that  ife  hek1 
business.    Natal  knows,  and  she  is  doing  it — keeping  her 
treaty  obligations  the  while.    Shown  the  report  of  th  - 
Chamber   of   Commerce  mcjeting   at  East   London  (sec- 
previous  paragraph),  wherein  Natal  is  charged  with  main 
pulating  the  tariff  where  medicines  are  concerned,  Mr.; 
Forth  expressed  surprise  at  a  Cape  Chamber  of  Commerce- 
having  time  to  discuss  matters  pertaining  to  a  Colony 
outside  its  sphere  of  influence  while  Cape  ports  were  abso- 
lutely in  a  state  of  chaos  in  this  respect.    "  We  may  make 
mistakes  in  Natal,"  said  Mr.  Forth,  "With  the  tariff,  but 
if  we  followed  the  Cape's  idea  of  its  interpretation,  then 
.  our  trade  would  be  disorganised  and  we  should  be  in  tin 
same  muddle  as  they  appear  to  me  to  be  here.    In  Natal 
they  are  following  the  original  interpretation  of  the  tariff, 
and  I  trust  will  continue  to  do  so." 

Natal. 

Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie.  chemist  and  druggist,  has  sold  his  busi- 
ness, the  Gum  Tree  Pharmacv,  Berea  Road,  Durban,  t'  i 
Mr.  F.  C.  Oldfield. 

The  First  Meeting  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Board  took 
place  in  Maritzburg  on  October  13.  There  were  pre.- cut 
Messrs.  Champion  (President),  : Turner,  and  Marehant. 
Dr.  Hyslop,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Fawcett).  Mr.-. 
Forth  was  not  able  to  attend,  owing  to  his  trip  down>. 
the  coast.  ' 

The  Durban  Branch  of  the  South  African  General 
Mission  has  added  a  medical  branch  to  the  work  they  ares 
carrying  on  in  Durban  among  the  natives.    The  dispensarj 
.  is  situated  near  the  native  church,  close  to  the  Back  Beac  h. 

Reasonable  charges  are  made  for  treatment,  and  all  profits) 
i  are  devoted  to  the  extension  of  the  work.    This  special 
i  department  is  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Hertslet,  M.R.C.S.. 
L.R.C.P. 

Early  Closing. — A  meeting  of  chemists  took  place  orr 
October  13,  in  Durban,  to  consider  what  steps  .should,  be' 
taken  to  bring  the  chemists'  stores  under  the  regulations 
about  to  be  adopted  by  the  Town  Council  under  the  Shops 
Bill  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  during  the  past 
Session.  The  Act  provides  for  the  Town  Council  to  en- 
force the  regulations  on  January  1.  1905.  The  meeting' 
resolved  that  a  deputation  of  three  'ir. embers  should  wait 
upon  the  Town  Council  to  discuss  matters,  and  to  urge- 
that  chemists  should  be  allowed  to  remain  open  untiL 
eight  o'clock  on  ordinary  nights  and  until  ten  on  the  late 
night,  whichever  might  be  chosen  ;  also,  that  some  fixed 
hours  might  be  made  for  Sundays — say,  an  hour  in  the 
morning  and  an  hour  in  the  evening. 

The  Linnean  Society  has  decided  to  amend  its  rules  sq 
that  ladies  may  be  admitted  Fellows.  Will  the  Chemical 
and  other  societies  follow  suit  ? 

Utilising  Atmospheric  Nitrogen. — A  company,  with 
SOO.OOOkr.  capital,  has  been  formed  under  the  name'.: 
"  Aktiebolaget  Det  Norske  Kv-aclstoffc  ompagnie "  to  pro- 
duce nitrogen  compounds  by  an  electric  process  according 
to  Professor  Birkeland's  patent,  using  the  nitrogen  con- 
tained in  the  atmosphere.  A  laboratory  for  trial  purposes, 
has  been  erected  at  Arendal. 
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Hustiralasian  IRews. 

Communicated  by  the  Australian  Staff  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist." 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 

i  asia,"  a  journal  established  by  the  proprietors  of  this  journal, 
and  published  in  Melbourne,  Vic.  Copies  of  the  monthly  issue 
can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free,  from  the  office  of  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  H.C. 

Note.— "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  tne  following,  amongst  other, 
societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 


Commonwealth. 

Customs   Decisions. — The    following  Commonwealth 
Tariff  Decisions  have  been  gazetted  : 
Amiae  (  a  dry  gum),  free. 

Circulars  or  market  reports  which  merely  state  ruling 
prices  of  Australian  or  other  products  in  other  countries, 
.and  not  intended  to  advertise  any  one  firm  or  person,  free. 
■  Circulars  or  market  reports  advertising  the  goods  of 
English  or  foreign  firms,  3c/.  per  lb. 

(-JN  ote.— This  decision  is  in  lieu  of  that  published  in  Supple- 
ment No.  21,  viz.  :  "  Market  reports,  typewritten,  showing 
.market  fluctuations  and  shipping  information,  3(/.  per  lb.'  ) 

Confectionery — viz..  lozenges,  medicated  (a  long  list  speci- 
fied, which  includes  charcoal,  magnesia,  zingib.,  voice,  car- 
bolic-acid jujubes,  cough-lozenges,  cough-pastilles  A. B.C., 
digestive  tablets,  eucalyptus  jujubes,  crystallised,  linseed, 
licorice,  and  chlorodyne,  linseed,  licorice,  and  aniseed, 
.menthol  jujubes).  15  per  cent. 

Dextrin  or  British  gum,  substitute  for  malt.  "  Gazette  " 
.notice',  dated  July  14,  1904,  and  appearing  in  Supplement 
iNo;  33,  page  2,  is  cancelled,  vide  "Gazette"  notice,  dated 
■September  8,  1904. 

« '  Scales,  chemists',  used  in  weighing  over  the  counter  of  a 
chemist's  shop,  20  per  cent.  Chemical  scales  used  in  a 
laboratory  for  scientific  work,  free. 

New  Zealand. 

i  Alcoholic  Prescription's. — On  September  23  the  New 
Zealand  House  of  Representatives  added  to  a  Licensing  Bill 
tinder  discussion  a  sub-clause  which  provides  that  chemists 
in  *"  ho-licence  "  districts  may  dispense  alcoholic  liquors  in 
medicinal  quantities  for  medical  purposes  upon  prescriptions 
signed  by  doctors. 

Queensland. 

i  Amendment  of  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Law. — At  the 
■Pharmacy  Board  meeting  in  September  it  was  decided  that 
as  there  is  no  hope  of  securing  any  amendment  of  the 
law  during  the  current  year,  it  is  desirable  to  push  on  at 
once  with  the  amendment  of  regulations  giving  effect  to 
the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Educational  Conference  last 
October.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  on  September  21  Mr.  Maugham  (ex-Presi- 
dent) stated  that  in  conversations  with  members  of  Parlia- 
ment he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  the  present 
Parliament  .would  be  favourable  to  an  amendment  of  the 
'Pharmacy. .Act  arid  of  the  Poisons  Act.  A  committee  was 
appointed. , to  act  in  the  matter. 

"Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia." — The 
Council  of  the  Queensland  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Looking  at  ithe  very  friendly  feeling  that  has  been 

specially  shown  in  the  last  few  months,  and  at  the  feeling 
-  ■  -of  nationality  that  should  reasonably  be  expected  between 

•  the  States,  the  Queensland  Pharmaceutical  Soc:ety  regrets 

•  that  the  "Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia"  has 
negatived  the  very  reasonable  motion  to  change  the  name 
to  that  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Victoria." 

[The  discussion  on  this  matter  is  bringing  forward  opinions 
•which  have  hitherto  not  been  expressed  for  want  of  reason- 
able ground  on  which  to  base  criticisms!  of  a  neighbouring 
■  and  friendly  society..  The  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  New  South  Wales  and  an  ex-President 
of  the1  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland  have  both 


written  quite  strongly  on  the  matter,  condemning  the 
assumption  of  the  title  as  arrogant,  foolish,  childish,  or 

amusing.] 

South  Australia. 

Sapata. — The  P.A.T.A.  of  South  Australia  is  losing  its 
Secretary,  who  has  been  appointed  secretary  of  an  associa^ 
tion  in  defence  of  the  liquor-trade.  Very  few  South 
Australian  chemists  support  the  movement,  which  may 
have  to  be  dropped  or  handed  over  to  the  grocers,  as  has 
already  been  suggested. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia  at 
its  Council-meeting  on  September  15  decided  to  co-operate 
with  the  New  South  Wales  Society  in  its  approaches  to 
the  medical  profession,  but  urged  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Society  should  appoint  a  committee  to  act  with  the 
Victorian  and  South  Australian  committees  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Australian  Pharmaceutical  Formulary. 

Tasmania. 

"The  Dispensary  Scandal"  was  the  heading  of  a  two 
and  a  half  column  report  in  the  Launceston  papers  of 
September  10.  The  previous  evening  a  special  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  of  the  U.F.S.  Dispensary  had  been 
convened  to  consider  statements  involving  charges  against, 
the  dispenser,  Mr.  D.  T.  Solomon,  made  by  an  ex-appren- 
tice, named  J.  J.  Morgan,  respecting  the  destruction  of  n 
cashbook.  Mr.  Solomon  has  for  many  years  been  the  dis- 
penser, and  his  father,  Mr.  W.  A.  Solomon,  is  Secretary 
of  the  Dispensary.  A  resolution  was  moved  that  Mr. 
Solomon  be  severely  censured,  and  an  amendment  that  he 
be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  assistant  dispenser  was  carried 
by  18  to  16. 

Victoria. 

The  Victorian  Society. — A  poll  of  the  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia  as  to  changing  the 
name  of  the  Society  to  one  which  more  properly  expresses  its 
scope  was  taken  on  August  31,  and  resulted  in  105  votes  in 
favour  of  the  change  and  56  against.  As  under  the  Com- 
panies Act  a  three-fourths  majority  is  requisite,  the  change 
of  name  cannot  be  effected. 


Hmcncan  HAotes. 

(From  a  Correspondent.) 


Alleged  Adulterated  Drugs. — The  phenacetin  people 
are  trying  to  secure  evidence  against  one  of  the  largest 
retail  druggists  in  New  York  to  cause  his  arrest  on  the 
charge  of  selling  adulterated  drugs.  They  have  what 
purports  to  be  direct  evidence  in  the  confession  made  to 
them  by  a  man  namod  Wooten,  arrested  some  time  ago  on 
the  charge  of  selling  bogus  phenacetin.  -  wholesale.  It  is 
said  that  Wcoten  gave  evidence  to  show, that  the  suspected 
druggist  has  been  dealing  in  bogus  phenacetin  in  large 
quantities  for  a  considerable  time.  The  suspected  man  is 
under  constant  surveilhnce.  He  lives  in  Brooklyn.  A  so- 
called  warehouse,  alleged  to  be  maintained  by  the  druggist 
under  the  name  of  a  dummy,  has  been  located  and  will  be 
raided  as  soon  as  all  the  evidence  has  been  collected.  .  It 
is  supposed  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  bogus  drugs. 

N.A.R.D. — The  sixth  annual  convention  of  the  National 
xissociation  of  Retail  Druggists  was  held  at  St.  Louis  from 
October  10  to  14.  Mr.  B.  E.  Pritchard  presided,  and  the 
attendance,  including  visiters,  was  nearly  eight  hundred — 
the  largest  meeting  of  druggists,  according  to  the  "  American 
Druggist,"  ever  assembled  in  the  world.  The  principal 
feature'  of  the  meeting  was  the  unanimous  resolution  to 
affirm  the  position  of  the  Association  in  favour  of  the  direct- 
contract  and  serial-numbering  plan.  A  representative  of  the 
Peruna  Co.  announced  that  the  company  had  decided  to 
give  the  plan  a  trial,  provided  30.000  signatures  could  be 
secured  for  the  contracts.  In  order  to  strengthen  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  Association  the  annual  subscription  has 
been  raised  from  $2  to  $4.  The  meeting  was 'characterised 
throughout  by  earnestness,  cordiality,  and  unanimity,  with 
a  more  hopeful  feeling  for  the  future.  Mr.  Thomas  Voegeli, 
of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing 
year. 
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EVENING  MEETING. 

THE  first  meeting  of  the  Winter  Session  took  place  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  November  8.  The 
President  (Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson)  was  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
Bremridge  (the  Secretary)  being  on  his  left.  Mr.  Car- 
teighe  was  the  only  member  of  the  Council  present. 
Among  the  audience  were  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  E.  W. 
Lucas,  W.  H.  Martindale,  W.  A.  H.  Naylcr.  E.  H.  Farr, 
H.  W.  Gadd,  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  T.  Maben,  W.  L.  Howie, 
E.  T.  Brewis,  F.  W.  Gamble,  and  about  twenty  ladies. 

The  first  paper  was  by  Dr.  E.  Drabble  and  Mr.  F.  A. 
Upsher-Smith  on 

The  Botanical  Source  of  Derbyshire  Valerian. 
At  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  August 
Mr.  Upsher-Smith  read  a  paper  cn  Derbyshire  valerian, 
but  left  the  identity  of  the  drug  an  open  question.  Since 
then  the  authors  have  concluded  that  Derbyshire  valerian 
is  Valeriana  officinalis  var.  Mikanii,  Syme.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  the  valerian  was  the  sambucifolia  variety, 
but,  although  the  difference  is  not  very  striking,  there  are 
characteristics  which  serve  to  set  the  question  of  identity 
at  rest.  One  feature  of  difference  is  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  root-leaves,  in  the  Mikanii  variety  these  are  spread 
over  the  soil,  but  in  the  sambucifolia  the  leaves  are  erect. 
The  colour  of  the  two  kinds  of  leaves  is  distinctive,  this 
being  apparent  even  in  the  dried  plants.  The  leaves  of 
V.  Mikanii  are  narrower  than  in  V.  sambucifolia,  the 
latter  being  rougher  and  more  deeply  veined.  It  was 
noted  also  that  cats  prefer  the  V.  Mikanii  to  V.  sambuci- 
folia. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  said  that  at  the  present  time  there 
are  English,  French,  and  German  valerians  on  the  market, 
the  first-named  being  scarce.  It  is  not  known  from  what 
species  of  valerian  these  are  obtained,  and  on  his  (the 
speaker's)  suggestion  Mr.  Upsher-Smith  undertook  the 
present  investigation.  As  to  the  preference  of  cats  lor 
I7.  Mikanii,  he  suggested  that  it  the  two  varieties  of 
valerian  were  growing  side  by  side  cats  would  choose  the 
one  with  most  valerianic  acid,  but  Mr.  Holmes  did  not 
think  they  would  leave  V.  sambucifolia  alone  if  there  was 
no  choice.  His  experience  is  that  cats  do  net  touch  valerian 
until  the  plant  is  injured  by  the  spade.  As  regarc's  the 
variety  of  Derbyshire  valerian,  it  seemed  to  be  inter- 
mediate between  I'.  Mikanii  and  V.  sambucifolia. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  if  the  authors  could  say  in  what  form 
the  valerianic  acid  exists  in  the  plant — whether  free  or  in 
combination.  If  the  valerianic  acid  is  free,  it  would  be 
dissipated  by  heat. 

Dr.  Drabble,  in  reply,  said  the  only  object  of  the  paper 
was  to  identify  a  particular  valerian.  There  is.  he  added,  a 
difference  in  the  fruits  of  1'.  sambucifolia  and  1'.  Mikanii, 
but  these  characters  it  is  proposed  to  place  before  the  meet- 
ing at  a  subsequent  date. 

Mr.  Upsher-Smith,  referring  to  Mr.  Naylor's  question, 
said  he  hoped  to  settle  the  matter  in  a  future  paper. 

Official  Processes  for  Galenical  Preparations. 
This  was  the  title  of  the  next  paper  which  Professor 
Greenish  read.  He  said  that  when  suggestions  are  made  of 
alterations  in  formulae  for  galenicals  the  workers'  processes 
are  not  always  criticised  or  checked  as  they  might  be.  The 
object  of  the  present  paper  was  to  see  if  certain  suggested 
alterations  were  really  improvements.  In  carrying  out  these 
experiments  it  had  sometimes  been  found  necessary  to  go 
deeply  into  the  subject,  and  the  finished  products  had  to  be 
kept  under  observation  for  periods  varying  from  five  weeks 
to  four  months.  It  might  be  thought  that  preparations  not 
of  much  use  had  been  worked  out,  but  the  principle  had 
keen  to  attack  the  various  problems  more  from  a  scientific 
^(jint  of  view. 

Ext.  Pareirai  Liq. — The  tests  given  by  Hanbury  are 
such  that  the  detection  of  the  difference  between  true 
and  false  pareira  is  easy,  yet  in  the  published  work  on 
the  pharmacy  of  pareira  it  is  often  diffic  ult  to  tell  whether 
the  root  used  was  genuine  or  not.  Hence  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  re-investigate  the  subject.     Wiggers  in  1838 


found  in  the  drug  an  alkaloid  which  he  called  cissampeline 
or  pelosine,  which  Hanbury  found  to  be  identical  with 
biberine  One  observation  Wiggers  made  was  that  this 
alkaloid  is  very  susceptible  to  change  under  certain  condi- 
tions— a  fact  which  has  to  be  considered  in  making  a  galeni- 
cal preparation  from  pareira.  Lucas  devised  a  process  for 
the  liquid  extract,  in  which  maceration  and  pressure  were 
used,  but  he  employed  a  sample  of  the  drug  that  was  only 
partly  genuine.  As  is  well  known,  the  liquid  extract  of 
pareira  deposits  on  keeping,  and  is  not  only  unsightly  but 
may  contain  some  of  the  active  constituents  in  the  precipi- 
tate. The  first  problem  that  the  workers  set  themselves  was. 
to  find  out  the  best  menstruum  for  exhausting  the  drug. 
Various  strengths  of  alcohol,  as  well  as  water,  were  used,  but 
all  the  preparations  deposited;  even  the  percolates  threw 
down  precipitates.  How  to  prevent  the  deposition  was  the 
trouble.  Finally  it  was  observed  that  if  the  20-per-cent. 
alcohol  percolate  was  boiled  a  copious  precipitate  was  thrown 
down  at  once.  This  was  filtered  off  and  no  further  appre- 
ciable quantity  of  precipitate  came  down.  Bearing  in  mind 
Wiggers's  remarks  as  to  the  changeability  of  the  alkaloid 
a  test  was  made  to  see  if  any  alkaloid  was  lost,  with  nega- 
tive results  as  regards  loss.  Fluckiger  found  pareira  to  con- 
tain only  5  per  cent,  of  alkaloid,  but  the  present  workers 
found  2J,  per  cent.  Having  settled  the  question  that  there 
was  no  loss  of  alkaloid,  it  was  suggested  that  the  precipi- 
tate might  be  caused  by  a  change  in  the  tannin,  and  that 
perhaps  a  glycerin  menstruum  might  prevent  such  altera- 
tion. Various  mixtures  were  tried,  and  finally  a  men- 
struum of  alcohol  2  vols.,  glycerin  2  vols.,  water  6  vols., 
in  which  the  alcohol  was  kept  at  20-per-cent.  strength,  was, 
adopted.  The  alkaloidal  strength  of  the  1-in-l  extract  was 
found  to  compare  satisfactorily  with  the  root  used,  and  after 
keeping  for  four  weeks  no  sign  of  deposit  can  be  found. 
The  liquid  extract  of  pareira  should  be  standardised  by  the 
alkaloid,  and  not  the  extractive.  Percolation  is  the  best  pro- 
cess. The  menstruum,  it  was  noted,  is  like  one  recom- 
mended thirty  years  ago  by  Squibb. 

Syr.  Tola. — Farr  and  Wright's  process  (C .  if-  D. , 
July  29.  1899,  page  212)  was  checked  and  was  found  to 
give  a  syrup  of  better  flavour  than  the  Pharmacopoeia  pre- 
paration. On  keeping  no  odour  of  benzine  or  acrid  taste 
developed.  The  only  objection  that  could  be  made  is  the 
presence  of  a  small  quantity  of  alcohol,  but  the  quantity 
is  so  small  as  to  be  negligible. 

Syr.  Pruni  Virg. — The  work  done  on  this  galenical  con- 
sisted in  checking  the  process  devised  by  Lucas.  It  had 
been  urged  that  the  BP.  method  by  percolation  is  so  slow 
that  fermentation  takes  place  in  the  percolator  in  hot 
weather.  A  pressure-maceration  process  was  recommended 
by  Lucas.  The  two  methods  were  tried,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  resulting  syrups  were  practically  identical  anci 
the  simpler  B.P.  process  was  the  one  better  adapted  for 
use  by  retail  pharmacists.  The  pressure-maceration  method 
may  be  better  suited  where  large  quantities  of  Virginian 
prune  bark  are  manipulated. 

Syr.  Rhei. — Tschirch's  researches  show  that  the  active- 
principles  of  rhubarb  consist  of  tannoglucosides  (yielding 
gallic  acid,  cinhamic  acid,  rheosinin.  and  rhubarb  red)  and 
anthraglucosides  (yielding  chrysophanic  acid,  emodin,  and 
rhein).  Some  of  these  are  soluble  in  water  and  some  ir» 
alcohol,  so  that  one  has  to  choose  between  an  aqueous  men- 
struum which  takes  out  only  part  of  the  active  principles 
and  an  alcoholic  menstruum  which  deposits  when  diluted 
with  water  or  syrup.  Hence  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  both  a  syrup  and  an  elixir  if  it  were  required  to  have- 
representative  galenicals.  As  syrup  of  rhubarb  is  given  to 
very  young  children,  it  is  not  advisable  to  introduce 
alcohol,  but  an  alcoholic  preparation  for  dilution  with 
glycerin  and  water  might  be  introduced  for  the  use  of 
robust  persons.  It  is  curious  to  notice  the  steps  in  the 
evolution  of  syrup  of  rhubarb  in  the  United  States  Phar- 
macopoeia. First  an  aqueous  menstruum  was  used,  then 
20  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  lastly  a  fluid  extract  of  rhubarb  is 
mixed  with  syrup.  The  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  now  at 
the  20-per-cent.  alcohol  stage,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
go  forward  or  backward,  or  to  have  two  preparations.  A 
boiling-water  infusion  filters  with  difficulty;  a  cold-water 
infusion  filters  better,  but  gives  a  cloudy  syrup.  A  better 
way  was  found  to  be  to  boil  the  infusion  made  in  the  cold1 
I  to  inhibit  the  oxydase  which  Tschirch  finds  to  be  present. 
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Steps  might  be  taken  to  find  out  what  proportion  of  the 
anthraglucosides  enter  into  solution  when  an  aqueous 
menstruum  is  used. 

Ung.  Hydrargyri  Nit. — Great  difference  was  found  in  the 
.results  obtainable  with  various  samples  of  oil  and  lard,  and 
Squire's  process  was  found  to  give  a  lighter  colour  than  the 
B.P.  method. 

Vng.  Ac.  Carbolici. — Taylor's  modification  was  tried,  and 
found  to  give  good  results,  but  as  medical  men  require  an 
ointment  with  a  mineral-fat  basis,  animal  and  vegetable  fats 
are  not  admissible.  The  ointment  does  not  need  to  be 
absorbed.  The  hard  and  soft  paraffin  basis  at  present  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia  dissolves  the  phenol  when  warm  and 
does  not  appear  to  separate  on  cooling. 

Lin.  Hydrargyri. — Finnemore's  modification  was  found 
io  be  satisfactory. 

Pil.  Ferri.  Lucas's  method,  in  which  glucose  and  syrup 
are  used  as  the  excipient,  was  found  to  give  a  much  better 
mass,  firmer,  and  keeping  well. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  if  the  pareira  preparations  of  other 
workers  were  necessarily  made  from  mixed  drugs. 
Twenty-five  years  ago,  when  Moss  investigated  pareira  he 
was  most  particular  to  pick  out  genuine  Chondodendron 
tomentosvm.  Professor  Greenish  had  not  mentioned 
Moss's  work,  and  may  have  overlooked  it.  He  would  like 
to  know  if  Professor  Greenish  found  an  enzyme  in  pareira, 
as  that  would  account  for  the  muddy  appearance  of  the 
precipitate.  It  was,  he  felt,  bold  for  a  mere  wholesaler 
to  venture  to  make  observations  on  the  beautiful  prepara- 
tions on  the  table,  especially  if  those  views  should  happen 
to  be  a  little  at  variance  with  the  views  of  the  eminent 
professor  of  pharmaceutics,  but  he  would  like  to  point  out 
that  in  the  list  of  laxative  principles  of  rhubarb  there  are 
some  that  have  had  different  properties  attributed  to  them 
at  various  times.  He  hesitated  to  offer  an  opinion,  but  as 
a  practical  pharmacist  he  would  not  like  to  draw  the  same 
inference  from  the  behaviour  as  regards  solubility  of  the 
several  principles  in  practice,  and  when  in  the  root  these 
have  a  nasty  way  of  deceiving  one.  It  appears,  however, 
that  wholesalers  were  not  so  far  out  when  they  made  the 
•old  alcoholic  preparation  liq.  rhei  dulc.  to  represent  the 
active  principles  of  rhubarb. 

Mr.  Lucas  asked  if  any  information  could  be  given  as  to 
the  scope  of  the  Compendium. 

The  President  :  That  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lucas  :  Is  it  proposed  to  publish  these  preparations 
in  the  "Journal"  as  improvements  on  the  B.P.  processes? 

The  President  (severely)  :  Please  make  your  meaning 
plain  and  confine  yourself  to  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Lucas  was  explaining  that  the  answer  to  his  question 
would  have  a  bearing  on  the  discussion,  but  the  President, 
disregarding  him,  asked  if  anyone  else  wished  to  con- 
tribute to  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Bird  said  the  table  of  rhubarb  constituents  affords 
valuable  information  as  to  the  disadvantages  of  the  B.P. 
process  for  the  syrup.  Perhaps  glycerin  would  be  an  im- 
provement over  syrup.  As  regards  ung.  hydrargyri  nit., 
it  was  a  case  of  quot  homines,  tot  sentential,  and  he  always 
regarded  the  lard  as  the  chief  disturbing  ingredient.  His 
plan  is  first  to  oxidise  the  lard  completely,  and  then  add 
the  olive  oil.  Did  Professor  Greenish  refer  to  the  ung. 
ac.  carbolici  of  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia? — because  he 
though  it  had  been  observed  that  acid  crystallises  out  on 
keeping. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  that  as  ext.  pareira?  liq.  is  seldom  re- 
quired, it  needs  to  keep  well.  He  noted  that  Professor 
Greenish  stated  that  he  only  had  the  scientific  side  in 
view  when  he  made  his  experiments,  but  in  the  case  of 
ung.  ac.  carbolici  the  needs  of  the  surgeon  have  certainly 
to  be  considered.  This  instance  showed  that  unless  use  and 
science  go  together,  pharmacy,  no  matter  how  elegant, 
would  be  left  in  the  lurch. 

Mr.  Gadd  said  that  pareira  extract  is  not  much  used, 
but  it  was  shown  that  standardisation  by  the  extractive 
was  unsuitable.  The  B.P.  considers  the  extract  should 
contain  25  per  cent,  of  extractive,  whereas  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Ireland  permit  their  analysts  to 
pass  16  per  cent.  In  regard  to  the  pressure-maceration 
process,  which    Professor   Greenish   looked    upon    as  a 


favourite  with  the  wholesaler,  he  (the  speaker)  disliked  the 
process,  and  was  glad  to  hear  he  was  not  alone  in  his 
dislike.  The  kind  of  ung.  hydrargyri  nit.  turned  out 
depended  upon  the  worker  more  than  upon  the  formula. 
Could  Professor  Greenish  confirm  Lucas's  observation  that 
with  Bland's  pills  made  with  glucose  the  ferrous  salt 
increases  ?  and  do  the  pills  retain  their  full  quantity  of 
ferrous  salt  even  when  kept  uncoated  for  a  time  ? 

Mr.  Upsher-Smith  said  the  paper  showed  the  need  of  co- 
operation between  the  pharmacist  and  the  surgeon  and 
physician.  The  preparation  of  ung.  ac.  carbolici  was  a 
good  instance.  Ointments  are  either  (1)  absorbable,  when 
made  with  a  lanoline  basis,  (2)  not  so  easily  absorbed,  when 
made  with  vegetable  oils  and  fats,  or  (3)  unabsorbable. 
when  made  with  vaseline.  It  is  for  the  physician  to  say 
which  property  he  wants  in  the  ointment,  and  then  the 
pharmacist's  duty  is  to  combine  the  ingredients  so  that 
they  will  "not  separate.  He  suggested  that  in  the  case  of 
rhubarb  a  confection  might  be  found  useful,  as  no  alcohol 
need  be  left  in  the  preparation. 

Mr.  Finnemore  said  pareira  was  used  very  extensively  at 
Guy's  Hospital — a  fact  he  mentioned  because  some  of  the 
speakers  looked  upon  the  drug  as  almost  out  of  use.  Is 
the  preservative  action  of  glucose  in  Blaud's  pills  due  to 
the  presence  of  sulphurous  anhydride,  which  is  always 
present  in  glucose  ? 

Mr.  Franklin  suggested  that  glycerin  might  be  the  best 
menstruum  for  rhubarb  preparations.  Glycerin  is  the 
sheet-anchor  of  the  pharmacist,  getting  him  out  of  diffi- 
culties which  seemed  quite  hopeless.  Would  not  a  liquor 
for  syrup  of  tclu  be  worth  devising?  This  would  save 
having  to  store  large  quantities  of  syrup.  The  preserva- 
tive action  of  glucose  in  Blaud's  pills  was  taken  advantage 
of  in  a  method  devised  by  Mr.  Hermann  Woolley  twenty 
years  ago.  Glucose  not  only  preserves  a  ferrous  salt,  but 
even  reduces  a  ferric  salt. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  that  G.  F.  Schacht  many  years  ago 
proved  that  alcohols  and  sugars  reduce  ferric  salts. 

Mr.  Maben  said  ung.  hydrargyri  nit.  would  keep  for 
years  if  acid  enough,  but  should  not  the  ointment  be  free 
from  acid  ?  As  to  the  alcoholic  preparation  of  rhubarb  it 
is  well  known  that  tincture  of  rhubarb  is  an  excellent 
astringent  for  diarrhoea. 

Mr.  Woolcock  asked  if  the  presence  or  absence  of  cotton- 
seed oil  had  anything  to  do  with  the  ease  of  making  ung. 
hydrargyri  nit.  ■ 

"Professor  Greenish,  in  reply,  said  the  question  of  alcohol 
in  syr.  rhei  is  one  for  the  medical  profession.  The  table 
on  the  board  was  that  of  Professor  Tschirch.  He  had  not 
overlooked  Moss's  paper  on  pareira,  but  generally  he  was 
struck,  in  looking  through  the  literature  of  pareira,  to  see 
the  various  quantities  of  extractive  recorded — from  8  to 
26  per  cent. — and  this  made  him  think  that  the  same  drug 
could  not  have  been  used  in  each  case.  The  ung.  hydrargyri 
nit.  was  only  compared  in  keeping  qualities  with  the  B.P. 
preparation  ;  the  acidity  was  not  taken  into  account.  It  is 
perhaps  due  to  the  presence  of  sulphurous  acid  in  glucose 
that  Blaud's  pills  made  with  that  excipient  keep  so  well. 
He  had  not  investigated  the  influence  of  cottonseed  oil  in 
the  making  of  ung.  hydrargyri  nit.  As  regards  the  merits 
of  pressure-percolation  and  maceration-percolation  pro- 
cesses, the  latter  method  is  not  so  rapid  as  one  would  think. 
As  alkaloids  pass  very  slowly  into  solution  as  a  rule,  this  is 
an  advantage,  because  if  the  percolation  is  prolonged  the 
whole  of  the  alkaloid  goes  into  solution.  The  assay  process  he 
had  used  for  pareira  extract  requires  further  working  out. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  given  to  the  readers  of  the  papers, 
and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  examination-hall  for 
refreshments. 

A  small  exhibit  of  materia  medica  specimens,  new  books, 
and  a  display  of  optical  goods  by  Messrs.  Raphael,  Wheway 
&  Redfern  was  arranged.  The  chief  botanical  novelties 
were  some  specimens  presented  by  Mr.  G.  C.  Druce — Kceleria 
valesiaca,  discovered  at  Uphill.  Somerset,  October  11,  1904  ; 
Bromus  interruptus  (July,  1904)  ;  Stachys  alpina,  L.  (1903)  ; 
and  Polygonum  maritimum  (July,  1904).  A  sample  of  the 
satinwood  that  recently  caused  dermatatis  among  Glasgow 
workmen  was  shown,  and  a  sample  of  mosquito-torch  made 
of  Artemisia  Scoparia.  Specimens  of  echium  dye  in  lard 
were  also  shown  to  demonstrate  the  colouring-power  of  this 
principle  of  Echium  rulgare. 
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Association  Ballad. 

The  PntrosE. 
The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treacherous  work — ■ 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

XLIV.    WEST  HAM. 
The  Earlham  Hall  at  Forest  Gate, 
Where  West  Ham  chemists  congregate, 
Is  oft  the  scene  of  joys  unbanned. 
And  song,  and  dance,  and  sleight-of-hand 

Hold  revel  high, 

And  shrink,  and  die, 
The  worries  of  unkindly  Fate. 

When  kissed  by  brilliant  summer  suns, 
The  members  meet  for  cycle-runs  ; 
They  hark  to  Nature's  gentle  voice 
At  Chingford  or  at  Theydon  Bois; 

And  deep  in  shades 

Of  Epping  glades 
The  world  our  weary  brother  shuns. 

In  Earlham  Hall  at  Forest  Gate, 
There  often,  earnest  in  debate. 
Our  West  Ham  brothers  trim  their  lamps, 
To  light  the  gloom  of  medicine-stamps; 

And  Matthews  beams 

In  kindly  gleams 
On  Forbes  the  jocose,  so  sedate. 

Perchance  they,  under  Music's  spell, 
Bask  in  th'  amyrantine  asphodel  ; 
They  lap  the  sweet  harmonious  tones, 
And  marvel  much  at  Morgan  Jones  ; 

But  Mitchell's  smile 

Is  bland  the  while  : 
His  thoughts  are  what — I  cannot  tell. 

At  times  Clarke,  Barnes,  and  Blade  begin 
To  damn  co-operative  sin  ; 
And  Cleland  "  pinks"  the  Pirate  hulk 
While  Savage  speaks  of  -'  Breaking  Bulk." 

But  much  they  owe 

(They've  told  me  so) 
To  indefatigable  Gwinn. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

The  meeting  last  week  was  occupied  entirely  with  hours 
of  closing  and  other  matters  of  purely  local  interest. 


Wakefield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Temperance  Hotel  on 
Tuesday.  November. 8,  Mr.  Whaley  (the  President)  in  the 
chair.  There  was  only  a  small  attendance,  and  no  business 
was  transacted  except  of  purely  local  interest. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  2, 
at  the  Albert  Hall,  Stockport,  Mr.  William  Dodge  in  the 
chair.  It  was  agreed  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Gee, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Nicholson,  that  Mr.  Orrell's  proposition 
regarding  the  prices  of  poisons  be  brought  up  at  the  next 
meeting. 


Peterborough  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the-Grand  Hotel.  Peterborough,  on 
November  3 — Mr.  Prior,  of  Stamford  (President),  in  the 
chair — the  members  present  unanimously  resolved  that  the 
C.O.D.  system  within  the  United  Kingdom  was  entirely 
unnecessary,  and  that  they  learned  with  satisfaction  that 
the  Postmaster-General  had  decided  to  suspend  its  intro- 
duction. The  Secretaries  were  requested  to  forward  a 
resolution  to  Lord  Stanley  to  this  effect.  Several  matters 
of  local  interest  were  aho  discussed. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Dewsbury  on  Monday.  Novem- 
ber 7,  Mr.  J.  Rhodes  (President)  in  the  chair.  Boisterous 
weather  kept  many  away,  so  one  or  two  subjects,  including 
the  Shop-hours  Act,  were  left  over  for  discussion  at  a 
future  meeting. 

A  conversation  took  place  on  the  titles  question,  follow- 
ing Mr.  Broadhead's  paper  at  Bradford,  and  it  was  thought 
that  a  test-case  should  be  taken,  but  no  resolution  was 
come  to,  except  to  ask  Mr.  Broadhead  to  read  his  paper 
before  the  Association. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Chemists'  Association. 

The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  was  held  in  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  Wednesday  evening,  November  9,  Mr.  George 
Foggan  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  small  attend- 
ance, owing  to  the  exceedingly  inclement  weather.  Routine 
business  having  been  disposed  of,  a  discussion  upon  "The 
Possessive  Case,"  arising  from  the  G.  <fb  1).  correspondence, 
took  place — the  President,  in  opening  it,  remarking  that 
the  drug-trade  was  fortunate  in  having  the  trade  Press 
columns  open  for  the  discussion  of  subjects  of  such  practical 
importance  as  the  treatment  of  the  medicine-stamp  question 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  The  discussion  proved 
somewhat  reminiscent,  but  very  interesting,  and  ultimately 
it  was  decided  to  submit  to  the  Editor  of  the  G.  <t-  D.  the 
following  article  of  considerable  local  sale,  together  with 
such  information  regarding  origin  and  formula  as  can  be 
obtained — viz.,  Dale's  plaster — and  the  following  committee 
was  appointed  to  put  the  matter  through  :  The  President, 
the  Secretary,  and  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague. 


Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Palatine 
Hotel  on  Friday,  November  4.  Mr.  Turver  presided. 
There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Laurie.  Johnson,  Buckley, 
Ashton,  Lofthouse,  0.  L.  Jackson,  Bailey,  Boothroyd, 
Greenwood,  and  Sankey  (Hon.  Secretary). 

Letters  were  read,  including  one  from  the  G.  <£■  /).. 
regarding  the  possessive  case.  Earlier  closing  was  dis- 
cussed. Mr.  Buckley  advocated  closing  not  later  than 
eight  o'clock  during  the  winter  months.  Mr.  Laurie 
thought  there  would  be  difficulty,  as  chemists  residing  on 
the  premises  would  have  an  advantage  over  the  lock-up 
shop.  All  present  joined  in  the  discussion,  and  finally  as  a 
compromise  Mr.  Buckley  proposed  8.30.  and  it  was  arranged 
for  a  deputation  to  call  on  absent  members.  The  C.O.D. 
question  was  dropped.  The  Hon.  Secretary  suggested 
that  a  whist  drive  should  be  held  on  behalf  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 


Scarborough  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Albemarle  Hotel  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  when  Mr.  R.  M.  Hill  presided  over  a  fair  attendance. 
All  the  office-bearers  were  re-elected — viz.  President,  Mr.  H. 
Chapman;  Vice-President,  Mr.  F.  Foster;  Hon.  Secretary. 
Mr.  R.  Gilchrist,  73  Newborough ;  and  Committee,  the 
above,  with  Messrs.  E.  R.  Cross,  W.  Longdin,  W.  A. 
Senior,  and  Geo.  Whitfield. 

Several  matters  of  general  interest  were  discussed.  The 
opinion  of  the  meeting  was  favourably  inclined  to  the 
C.O.D.  system  if  it  should  be  introduced.  It  was  held 
that  more  business  would  be  gained  by  the  local  chemists 
from  the  country  districts  than  would  be  lost  by  customers 
sending  to  the  large  towns.  It  was  the  feeling  of  the 
meeting  that  chemists  should  go  in  with  other  shopkeepers 
if  the  Shop-hours  Act  be  adopted  by  the  local  authorities. 
The  question  of  limiting  the  repetition  of.  doctors'  pre- 
scriptions was  discussed,  no  general  sympathy  being 
expressed  in  favour  of  such  proposals.  It  was  thought 
that  any  scheme  would  in  practice  prove  unworkable.  A 
long  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  pushing  of  advertised 
quack  remedies  by  means  of  window-shows,  etc..  opinion 
being  that  chemists  should  take  advantage  of  the  boom 
in  widely  advertised  articles,  and  that  no  window  or  shop 
space  should  be  given  without  payment.  Several  other 
matters  were  briefly  discussed  and  it  was  agreed  to  have 
a  social  gathering  about  the  middle  of  January. 
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Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Council  was  held 
at  the  Montgomery  Hall  on  Friday  evening,  November  4, 
Mr.  Newsholme  (the  retiring  President)  being  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  routine  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the 

Election  of  Officers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Newsholme  moved  that  Mr. 
A.  Russell  Fox,  F.L.S.,  be  appointed  as  President,  and 
the  motion,  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Percy  Carr,  was 
put  to  the  vote  and  carried  unanimously.  The  other 
officers  elected  were  as  follows  :  Senior  Vice-President, 
Mr.  H.  Antcliffe  ;  Junior  Vice-President,  Mr.  Percy  Carr; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Squire ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  G. 
Williams;  Auditors.  Mr.  F.  A.  Upsher-Smith  and  Mr.  J. 
Evans;  and  Librarian,  Mr.  F.  W.  wmtworth. 

It  being  reported  that  Mr.  J  W.  J.  Turner  had  resigned 
his  seat  on  the  Council.  Mr.  F.  W.  Whitworth  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  caused. 

The  Possessive  Case. 
The  Council  had  before  them  the  reprint  from  the 
('.  <{•  D.  of  October  15.  with  reference  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  regulation  under  which  well-known  domestic  medi- 
vines  known  by  surnames  in  the  possessive  case  may  be 
freed  from  liability.  The  matter  was  fully  discussed,  there 
appearing  to  be  a  unanimous  feeling  in  favour  of  taking 
steps  to  obtain  the  information  required.  Ultimately  it 
was  decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newsholme,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Squire,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  deal  with 
the  matter,  such  committee  to  consist  of  the  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  Mr.  J.  Austen. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  twenty-seventh  session  was 
held  at  36  York  Place.  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 2,  Mr.  Archibald  Currie,  Ph.C.  (President),  in  the 
chair. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  G.  D.  Thomson)  read  the  report  on 
The  Summer  Session, 
indicating  that  five  botanical  excursions  and  one  botanical 
meeting  and  demonstration  had  been  held  during  Jur.c 
and  July.  These  had  been  well  attended  and  most  interest- 
ing and  successful.  The  report  of  the  Prize  Committee  was 
read ;  it  mentioned  that  of  the  four  prizes  offered  only  one 
had  been  competed  for — namely,  the  Ewing  prize,  which 
had  been  gained  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Stronach  with  91  per  cent, 
of  marks.  The  committee  commented  on  the  want  of  appre- 
ciation indicated  in  the  slowness  of  apprentices  to  enter  for 
these  valuable  prizes,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  in  future 
there  would  be  a  larger  entry  for  the  examinations. 

The  President  then  delivered  an  interesting  and  sugges- 
tive inaugural  address  on 

BUNSEN  AND  HIS  WORK, 

in  which  he  pointed  out  how  Bunsen  achieved  his  fame  by 
his  fixed  devotion  to  the  search  after  truth,  by  extra- 
ordinary patience^and  industry,  by  a  knowledge  of  physical 
science  and  great  ingenuity  in  app'lying  it  to  the  elucidation 
of  the  problems  he  set  himself  to  solve.  Dealing  with  some 
of  Bunsen's  outstanding  researches,  Mr.  Currie  showed  how 
the  facts  of  chemical  science  are  fixed  more  clearly  on  the 
mind  when  one  studies  the  original  methods  by  which 
these  facts  were  discovered  as  recorded  in  the  life-work 
of  such  a  pioneer  as  Bunsen.  He  also  gave  a  practical 
illustration  of  the  principle  on  which  Bunsen  based  his 
researches  on  the  application  of  the  spectroscope  to  the 
detection  of  metals  by  their  specific  reactions  in  the  flame 
of  the  Bunsen  burner.  Mr.  Currie  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McCutcheon  (Vice-President),  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  F. 
Henry,  cordially  thanked  for  his  address.' 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel  on  November  9,  the  President  (Mr.  George  S. 
Woolley)  in  the  chair.  ..      .  .. 


Mr.  Charles  Turner,  F.C.S.,  delivered  a  lecture  with 
lantern-slides  on 

"  The  Microscope  as  an  Adjunct  to  the  Pharmacists' 
Equipment." 

The  lecturer  exhibited  a  considerable  number  of  slides, 
including  photographs  of  belladonna,  potato,  tobacco,  tea, 
yew,  cassia,  cinnamon,  and  capsicum.  The  microscope  can 
be  used  to  detect  adulteration  of  drugs,  but  it  is  hard  work 
to  master  the  subject,  and  pharmacists  require  a  great  deal 
of  practice  to  become  proficient. 

The  President  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Turner  ; 
and  Mr.  Kirkby,  in  seconding,  said  he  knew  of  nothing  more 
useful  than  the  microscope  in  ascertaining  the  purity  of 
drugs.  It  is  not  possible,  he  added,  to  lay  down  any  precise 
routine  to  be  followed  in  the  use  of  the  microscope  for 
detecting  drug-adulteration,  and  students  should  make  them- 
selves familiar  with  what  literature  is  obtainable  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Harry  Kemp  also  spoke. 

Mr.  Grier  said  the  microscopical  examination  of  drugs  is  a 
subject  which  the  ordinary  pharmacist  might  take  up  with 
interest  to  himself,  and  perhaps  with  profit.  The  ordinary 
analyst  is  not  able  to  deal  with  barks  and  powders  because 
he  is  ignorant  of  botany.  Analysts  have  been  to  him  for 
help  when  called  upon  to  examine  powdered  drugs.  The 
pharmacist  has  to  study  botany  for  his  examination.  He 
knew  an  analyst  who  had  mistaken  oil  globules  in  mustard 
for  starch.  By  using  the  microscope  the  pharmacist  would 
raise  himself  professionally. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Turner  briefly 
replied. 

Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices 
Association. 

A  General  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
November  4,  at  the  Nelson  Cafe,  33  Lower  Sackville  Street, 
Dublin,  the  President  (Mr.  Edgar  B.  Aplin)  in  the  chair. 
Mi'-  H.  Clement  Thackeray,  L.P.S.I.,  read  a  paper  entitled 

An  Ideal  Pharmacy. 
Taking,  he  said,  the  pharmacy  itself,  the  principal  section 
should  be  the  compounding-room,  a  department  which  ought 
to  be.  but  is  not  always,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
general  establishment,  and  to  which  every  drug  and  utensil 
used  in  connection  should  be  confined.  Three  essentials  in 
the  compounding-room  are  cleanliness,  accuracy,  and  punc- 
tuality. It  is  every  dispenser's  duty  to  read  over  his  pre- 
scriptions expeditiously  yet  thoroughly — first,  to  see  that 
the  doses  are  in  accord  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and, 
second,  to  note  that  no  incompatibilities  appear  in  the  drugs 
ordered.  In  case  of  doubt  the  prescriber  should  be  referred 
to.  ■  WThen  such  a  course  is  not  possible,  the  chemist,  for 
his  own  safety  and  that  of  the  patient,  should  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  altering  the  quantities  in  order  to  make  wrong 
right.  The  value  of  promptitude  in  sending  out  medicines 
is  obvious.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  pharmacist  to  test  every 
drug  which  enters  his  pharmacy.  This  useful  rule  is  fre- 
quently omitted,  but  the  necessity  of  satisfying  oneself 
beforehand  is  occasionally  illustrated  at  the  expense  of  the 
user.  The  dispensing  of  poisonous  .mixtures  should  invari- 
ably be  checked  by  a  second  person,  and  special  attention 
should  be  paid  to  quality  and  quantity.  >  All  poisons  should 
be  kept  in  a  separate  press  under  lock  and  key,  and  as  far 
apart  as  possible  from  the  ordinary  drugs,  thus  preventing 
the  danger  of  accidental  substitution.  He  regarded  the 
front  counter  as  the  least  important  portion  of  a  pharmacy, 
but  this  department  calls  for  the  exercise  of  taste  and  neat- 
ness perhaps  more  than  in  the  compounding-room.  He 
advocated  civility  and  politeness  on  the  part  of  assistants 
at  the  front  counter,  and  thought  that  a  little  tact  and 
diplomacy  went  a  long  way  with  the  public.  Window- 
dressing  formed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  essay,  and  a 
well-kept  window,  with  constant  changes  of  stock,  was 
described  as  a  perpetual  and  cheap  advertisement. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed,  the  President  commented 
on  the  inadequate  remuneration  .  of ;  chemists  and  their 
assistants,  and  said  the  only  way  to  ensure  a  solution  of  the 
difficulty  was  for  the  State  to  take  the  sole  control  of 
poisons.  The  public  are  the  masters  of  the  situation,  and 
if  they  demand  a  State-governed  world  of  pharmacy  they 
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will  get  it  sooner  or  later.    He  saw  no  reason  why  the  drug- 
seller  should  net  be  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service.  It 
would  ensure  the  public  against  accident,  give  a  substantia 
revenue  to  the  Government,  and  place  pharmacists  and  all 
connected  with  them  in  a  better  financial  position  generally. 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel.  Huddersfield,  on 
November  9.  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  presided,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  E.  A.  Lawton.  Brcadhead,  Batley, 
Russell.  Day,  Armitage,  Calvert.  Westerman,  Hadfield, 
Akam,  Johnson,  Eroadbent.  Buckley,  Sykes,  Wood,  France, 
and  Spurr. 

The  business  of  the  evening  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  r. 
Pilkington-Sargeant,  of  Leeds,  on 

Organisation. 

In  this  he  took  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  the  basis  for 
work  in  Great  Britain,  with  its  objects  or  any  of  them  as 
the  aim,  and  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Robinson,  President 
of  the  Society,  at  Leeds  recently  served  for  comment  cn 
detail.  Mr.  Sargeant  remarked  upon  the  need  for  chemists 
having  greater  political  power,  as  such  is  expressed  through 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  said  that  whatever  is  to  be 
done  with  a  view  to  organising  existing  forces  for  more 
eficient  action  ought  to  be  dene  quickly.  Incidentally  he 
touched  cn  the  suggestion  that  lecal  associations  should  be 
constituted  branches  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  President,  speaking  briefly,  opened  the  discussion, 
calling  upon  Mr.  Broadhead  to  continue  it,  and  he  said  that 
such  statements  as  those  made  by  Mr.  Rcbinson  were  liable 
to  a  large  discount  for  cash.  .  To  this  he  added  that  it  is 
efficient  organisaticn  which  will  bring  the  Society  the  sup- 
port which  Mr.  Robinson  asks  for,  and  he  believed  an  official 
as  an  organising  .secretary  would  prove  most  useful  in  every 
sense. 

The  President  said  that  the  objection  seemed  to  be  to  the 
appointing  of  another  official. 

Mr.  Johnston  then  spoke,  and  there  was  a  general  con- 
versation about  the  organising  secretary  scheme  and  the 
suggestion  of  affiliation — Mr.  Broadhead,  Mr.  Buckley.  Mr. 
Broadbent,  Mr.  France,  Mr.  Akam,  Mr.  Hadfield,  Mr. 
Westerman,  Mr.  Calvert,  and  the  Preadent  taking  part  in 
it — and  it  was  left  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary  to 
draw  up  a  resolution  supporting  the  appointment  of  an 
organising  secretary  fcr  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion  the  speakers  without  exception 
commended  Mr.  Sargeant's  paper,  and  in  his  reply  he 
acknowledged  the  compliments  and  thanks  accorded  to  him. 

Presentation  to  the  President. 
Before  the  end  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Sykes.  cn  behalf  of 
the  members  of  the  Huddersfield  Association,  said  he  had  a 
most  happy  duty  to  discharge.  He  spoke  of  the  thorough- 
ness with  which  the  three  years  Mr.  Walshaw  had  held 
the  presidential  chair,  only  missing  the  meetings  when 
special  reasons  necessitated  his  absence.  On  behalf  of  the 
members  he  presented  Mr.  Walshaw  with  a  handsome  silver 
reading-lamp,  and  hoped  he  and  the  lady  with  whom  he 
is  about  to  be  associated  would  long  see  in  it  a  memento 
of  regard  from  the  members  of  that  Association.  Mr. 
Walshaw  feelingly  acknowledged  the  rift. 


Chemical  Society. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Sessicn  was  held  at  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  on  Thursday.  November  3,  at  eight 
o'clock,  Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden  (Preadent)  in  the  chair.  There 
was  a  fair  gathering  of  Fellows.  After  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  the  Preadent  announced  that  during  the  vacation 
the  Society  had  lost  one  of  the  six  honorary  bellows  elected 
earlier  in  the  yc~r— viz.  Professor  C.  Lcb.y  de  Truyn. 
As  the  Dutch  savgpt  had  die  1  so  seen  after  his  election,  it 
will  be  impossible  for  his  nair.e  now  to  appear  in  any  of  the 
Society's  printed  lists  of  honorary  Fellows.  There  was  a 
very  long  li,t  of  papers,  but  very  few  of  the  authors  were 
present;  consequently  few  papers  were  rerd  and  the  meet- 
ing was  over  unusually  eirly — l  ine  o'<  lee  k.  The  first 
paper,  contributed  by  Mr.  Morrell,  dealt  wi'h  the 

Dynamic  Isomerism  of  Alpha  and  Beta  Croto.vic  Acids. 
The  author  gave  a  preliminary  account  of  a  s-eries  of  expedi- 
ents  made   on   aqueous   scla'.icns   of   the:e  two  acids 


designed  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  under  what  conditions 
they  change  into  each  other  and  whether  a  molecular 
compound  of  the  two  isomers  is  formed.  The  second  paper 
was  read,  in  the  absence  of  the  author,  Dr.  Silberrad,  by 
the  Junior  Secretary  (Dr.  Foster).    It  was  about  the 

Constitution  of  Nitrogen  Iodide. 
Two  possible  formula?  for  this  substance  have  been  pro- 
posed by  Chattaway— viz.,  NH..NI,  and  NHI,.NH.Jr 
the  former  being  regarded  as  the  more  probable.  Dr. 
Silberrad  has  confirmed  this  view  by  obtaining  triethyla- 
mine  when  the  iodide  is  treated  with  zinc  ethyl.  In  the 
course  of  these  new  experiments  it  appears  that  the  author 
had  the  h.rdihood  to  experiment  with  as  much  as  a  kilo- 
gram of  nitrogen  iodide  at  a  time. 

Dr.  Chattaway,  in  commenting  on  these  results,  stated 
that  in  the  course  of  his  own  work  he  had  tried  the  inter- 
action of  these  two  substances,  with  the  result  that  he  hac? 
a  violent  explosion,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
Dr.  Silberrad's  results.  The  latter  was  unfortunately  pre- 
vented by  a  slight  accident  from  attending  the  meeting 
and  dealing  with  these  criticisms,  but  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Smart,  stated  that  in  his  opinion  Dr.  Chattaway's  ex- 
plosion was  due  to  his  materials  not  being  quite  dry.  This 
Dr.  Chattaway  could  not  admit,  as  he  had  taken  the 
greatest  pains  to  exclude  moisture.  Dr.  Divers  at  this 
stage  pointed  out  that  no  real  clue  to  the  constitution  of 
this  interesting  body  can  ever  be  obtained  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained how  the  two  nitrogens  are  linked  up,  and  on  this 
point  no  evidence  his.  he  thought,  ever  been  brought 
forward. 

The  Analysis  of  Sous 
was  the  subject  of  the  next  paper,  which  was  contributed 
by  Mr.  Herbert  Incle.  of  the  Transvaal  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  The  chief 
interest  of  Mr.  Ingle's  paper  lay  in  the  fact  that  he  had 
made  an  attempt  to  determine  the  reaioerative  power  of 
soils  previously  denuded  of  nitrates  and  available  phos- 
phates. Dr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Lloyd  in  the  ensuing  discussion 
made  a  few  remarks  cn  the  importance  of  this  hitherto 
neglected  problem. 

This  was  all  the  business. 


IHcw  floors. 


WEDNESDAY,  November  9,  was  the  mayoral  election- 
day  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  custom,  we  have  scanned  the  lists  to  find  which 
of  those  honoured  by  their  townsmen  are  directly  or  in- 
directly connected  with  pharmacy,  l'elow  we  give  parti- 
culars as  far  as  obtainable  this  week,  and  hope  to  add  to  these 
in  our  next  issue. 

Bath. — This  anc  ient  city  has  elected  Mr.  Benjamin  John, 
chemist  and  druggist,  as  Mayor  for  the  ensuing  year.  It  is 
not  long  since  Mr.  John 
bade  good-bye  to  his  for- 
tieth year.  He  was  appren- 
ticed* to  Mr.  B.  Harvard, 
pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Narberth,  Pembrokeshire, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  term 
came  to  London  (he  was 
eighteen  then),  and  spent 
nearly  six  years  in  the 
Metropolis,  being  with  the 
late  Mr.  Plaister,  Scu'h 
Kensington ;  Messrs.  De 
Castro.  Watson  &  Co.,  Bel- 
gravia  ;  and  Messrs.  Hooper 
&  Co.,  GrosveDor  Street. 
He  got  through  the  Minor 
examination  in  1884.  and 
shortly  after  went  to  Bath 
as  an  assistant  to  Mecsrs. 
Kkin  &  Appleby.  Then 
he  went  into  business  on  his  own  account  at  Clifton — 
10  Victoria  Street  still  figures  on  the  register,  although  Mr. 
John  stayed  there  but  two  years  (returning  to  Bath  in  1891), 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society!  In  the 
vear  mentioned  Mr.  John  took  over  the  old-established 
business  of  Davies,  Jameson  &  Co.,  which  he  has  since 
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The  Mayor  of  Cambridge. 


carried  on  as  "  Davies  &  John/'  In  this  he  has  been  success- 
ful, and  his  more  recent  incursion  into  municipal  affairs  has 
been  attended  with  equal  success.  We  may  add  that  Mr. 
John  is  a  Welshman  by  birth,  having  been  born  at  Llandewi 
Velfrey,  near  Narberth.  His  father  was  an  agriculturist, 
and  is  still  living.  The  new  Mayoress  is  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Long. 

Cambridge  is  this  year  according  her  highest  honour  to 
Mr.  Algernon  Sidney  Campkin,  J. P..  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  which 
is  rarely  long  without  a  muni- 
cipal magnate.  Mr.  Gampkin's 
civic  experience  is  nigh  as 
lengthy  as  his  chemic  life.  He 
has  been  in  busir.e  s  in  Cam- 
bridge since  1868,  and  it  was  in 
1874  that  he  became  a  Guardian, 
and  ten  years  later  lie  was 
elected  to  the  Town  Council. 
This  was  the  year,  too.  in  which 
he  became  a  director  of  the  Man- 
chester Unity.  He  was  raised 
to  the  magistracy  in  1891.  There 
have  been  few  movements  in 
pharmacy  administration  during 
the  past  twenty  years  in  which 
Mr.  Campkin  has  not  partici- 
pated by  speech  or  otherwise. 

Evesham. — Alderman  Henry  Smith,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, has  been  re-elected. 

Ipswich. — Mr.  J.  H.  Grimwacle,  the  new  Mayor,  is  a 
member  of  the  old-established  firm  whose  offshoots  have 
leached  to  the  Antipodes. 

Kendal. — Mr.  William  Edmondson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, occupies  the  Mayoral  chair  for  the  first  time. 

Louth. — Alderman  Henry  D.  Simpson,  J. P..  c  hemist  and 
druggist,  has  been  re-elected  Mayor  for  the  sixth  time. 
Morecamee. — Mr.  John  R.  Birkett  has  been  re-elected. 
Preston. — Alderman  William  McKune  Margerison,  who 
has  been  elected  Mayor  of  Preston,  is  the  fourth  son  of  the 

lite  Mr.  Joshua 
Margerison,  who, 
along  with  his  sons, 
established  in  1871 
the  well-known  busi- 
ness of  Jcshua  Mar- 
gerison &  Co.,  soap 
manufacturers,  Pres- 
ton, for  whom 
Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb. 
Ltd.,  are  distribu- 
ting agents.  Mr. 
Margerison  was  born 
at  Bristol,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen 
became  associated 
with  the  firm,  and 
simultaneously  at- 
tended science  and 
art  clashes  at  Pres- 
ton, where  he  took 
many  prizes.  His 
municipal  life  com- 
menced in  1894.  and 
he  was  elected  an 
Alderman  and  J. P.  this  year.  Municipally  he  has  done 
much  for  the  promotion  of  public  health,  and  his  name  is 
associated  with  all  that  is  done  locally  tor  making  life 
brighter  and  happier. 

Queenborotjgh.— The  Mayor,  Mr.  R.  F.  Halliwell,  is  a 
chemical-manufacturer.    He  has  filled  the  office  before. 


\_Ploto  6.v  A.  Winter. 
The  Mayor  of  Prestcn. 


St.  atoms  Eyfofbttfon. 

WE  published  in  The  Chemist  and  Drucgist  of  Octo- 
ber 22  a  list  of  the  awards  in  Group  23,  Chemical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Products,  which  we  now  supplement  with 
the  awards  given  to  British  exhibitors  in  other  departments 


in  which  the  drug-trade  is  interested.  The  total  number 
of  awards  to  British  exhibitors  in  the  whole  exhibition  is 
653,  divided  as  follows  :  Grand  Prix,  121 ;  gold  medals, 
238;  silver  medals,  162;  bronze  medals,  132.  In  Group  23, 
in  which  pharmacists  are  particularly  interested,  95  awards 
were  made,  or  14^  per  cent,  of  the  whole  British  awards — 
the  highest  proportion  in  any  section.  The  Photographic 
Section,  with  78  awards,  shows  the  next  highest  per- 
centages of  awards  to  this  country. 

Group  16.  Photography. 
In  th's  group  8  Grand  Prix  were  awarded,  29  gold  medals, 
20  silver  medals,  and  21  bronze  medals. 

Group  19.    Instruments  of  Predion. 
Grand  Prix.    Sir  Howard  Grubb ;   Cambridge  Scientific 
Instrument  Co.  ;  Royal  Mint  (Mr.  Hocking,  gold  medal  as 
collaborator). 

Gold  Medals.— Mr.  T.  Thorp;  Mr.  A.  Hilger;  W.  F. 
Stanley  &  Co..  Ltd. ;  Newton  &  Co. 

S.lvcr  Medals.  J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  ;  Pulsometer  En- 
gineering Co.,  Ltd.  (.Mr.  Fleuss,  bronze  medal  as  collabora- 
tor). 

Bronze  Medals.    C.  &  E.  Layton  ;  J.  Davis  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

Group  20.   Medicine  and  Surgery. 
Grand  Trix. — Wellcome  Physiological  Research  Labora- 
tories (Dr.  Walter  Dowson,  gold  medal  as  collaborator). 
Silver  Medal.  -Mr.  A.  G.  Vernon  Harcourt. 
Bronze  Medal.-  J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

Group  25.   Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Products. 
(In  addition  to  list  published  in  the  C.  &  D.,  October  22.) 
Grand  Prix. — Peter  Spence  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
Gold  Medals  as  collaborators.— Mr.  T.  Wilton  (Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Co.)  ;  Dr.  A.  R.  Garrick  (United  Alkali  Co.). 
Silver  Medal.  -  A.  Boake  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  34.    Brushes,  Fine  Leather  Articles,  etc. 
Grand  Prix. — Aberdeen  Comb-works  Co.,  Ltd. 
Gold  Medal.    Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Group  35.    Travelling  and  Camping  Articles. 
Grand  Prix.    Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Group  64.    General  Machinery. 
S.lrer  Medal.    Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  68.  Electro-Chemistry. 
Geld  Medal— United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.  (Dr.  A.  R.  Garrick,. 
silver  medal  as  collaborator). 
Sdver  Medal.    Sbcrard  Cowper-Coles  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  71.    Various  Applications  of  Electricity. 
Grand  Prix.    Cambridge  Scientific  Instrument  Co.,  Ltd. 
(Mr.  H.  L.  Callendar,  gold  medal,  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Whipple, 
silver  medal,  as  collaborators). 
Silver  Medal. — F.  Dai  ton  &  Co. 

Group  80.  Fertilisets. 
Gold  Medal. — Aberdeen  Comb-works  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  Shcppey 
Glue  and  Chemical  Works,  Ltd. 

Silver  Medal.—  Grove  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  82.    Appliances  for  Agi.i cultural  Industries. 
Silver  Medal.-  Morris  Little  &  Son,  Ltd. 

Group  84.    Vegetable  Food-products. 
Grand  Prix. — Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons,  Ltd. 
Group  86.   Equipment  and  Methods  for  Preparing  Foods. 
Gold  Medal.— A.  Boake  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Grouz  87.   Farinaceous  Products. 
Gold  Medal.  -  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Group  90.    Sugar  and  Confectionery. 
Grand  Prix.— A  Boake  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Gold  Medal.— Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd. 

Group  91.  Waters. 
Gold  Medal.-  Belfast  Mineral-water  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  93.    Syrups  and  Liqueurs. 
Gold  Medal.— A.  Boake  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  93.    Inedible  Agricultural  Products. 
Grand  Prix.  -  Wellcome  Chem'cal  Research  Laboratories. 
Group  114.    Appliances  for  Gathering  Wild  Crops. 
Gold  Medal. — Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Laboratories. 

Group  118.  Metallurgy. 
Silver  Medal.    United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. 

Group  123.    Products  of  Fisheties. 
Gold  Medal.-  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
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©ur  Gown  traveller. 

A FEW  ri  inutes'  conversation  with  Mr.  W.  F.  Charles, 
erstwhile  chemist  and  druggist,  now  perfume  expert, 
of  Loughborough,  is  sufficient  to  put  one  entirely  into  a 
state  which  I  might  call 

"  Zenobial." 

Mr.  Charles,  as  we  have  aforetimes  indicated,  is  an 
enthusiast  on  flower  odours,  and  it  is  evident  that  his 
devotion  is  rather  a  matter  of  temperament  than  of  com- 
mercialism ;  for  the  cult  of  Zenobianism  apparently  tends 
towards  the  higher  pursuit  of  that  elusive  property  in  a 
flower  known  as  the  perfume.  Mr.  Charles,  as  master  of 
the  hunt,  gave  me  many  curious  experiences  at  a  recent 
interview  in  his  London  office.  18  Bartlett's  Buildings, 
Holborn  Circus,  the  sum  total  of  which  may  be  given 
as  follows  :  That   the   real  perfume  of  a  flower   is  not 


the  scent  one  smells  "  with  the  first  nose,"  so  to  speak;  it 
is  something  higher,  deeper,  more  ethereal.  Certainly  Mr. 
Charles's  perfumes  have  a  distinct  individuality — that  one 
must  concede ;  but  few  of  us  have  the  time,  the  experi- 
ence, or  the  temperament  to  follow  the  matter  into  the 
higher  regions  of  philosophic  analysis.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  "Night-scented  Stock,"  the  "  Violetta," 
"Carneta,"  "  Jasminia,"  "Wallflower,"  and  ether  produc- 
tions of  the  Zenobian  laboratory  are  equally  agreeable  to 
the  organs  of  smell  and  vision — they  smell  languorous  and 
flowery  and  look  well  in  their  containers.  The  Zenobia 
perfumes  are  contained  each  bottle  in  an  attractive  oval 
case,  but  perfumes,  and  not  cases,  are  what  is  aimed  at, 
and  although  the  containers  are  dainty  and  well  got  up, 
they  are  inexpensive.  Containers  for  three  bottles  of  per- 
fume are  likewise  supplied.  The  perfumes  named,  with 
the  addition  of  "  Treek-a-Trique  "—Mr.  Charles's  most 
popular  conventional  perfume  as  distinguished  from  a 
Mower  odour— and  ".English  Red  Rose"  are  the  popular 
demand  this  season.  Handpainted  showcards  of  floral 
designs  are  supplied  with  good  orders  for  these  perfumes, 
as  well  as  sample  bottle  with  sprinkler,  and  handsomely- 
produced  and  well-illustrated  retail  price-lists  of  Zenobia 
specialities  for  counter-use.  The  Zenobia  toilet-soaps  have 
all  the  attributes  of  the  perfumes.  These  soaps  are  ex- 
cellent examples  of  perfection  in  superfatting,  milling, 
and  perfuming.  They  are  prepared  in  three  qualities— 
Ordinnaire.  Extra,  and  Speciale — retailing  respectively  at 
Is.,  2s.,  and  4s.  per  box'  of  three  tablets.  There  are 
various    kin :'s— "  Zenobia    Sweet-pea     Blossom''  soap, 
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"Zenobia  Night-scented  Stock"  soap,  and  "Carneta" 
soap,  for  instance — and  all  are  beautifully  produced  and 
packed.  The  Zenobia  sachets  are  much  in  favour,,  and 
the  concentrated  oils  for  perfuming  sachets  have  likewise 
secured  a  firm  place  in  the  affections  of  those  who  make 
their  own  sachets.  One  ounce  of  any  of  these  flower 
essential  oils  will  make  two  pints  of  a  strong  extract  or 
three  pints  of  a  triple  essence. 

I  had  an  interesting  chat  the  other  day  with  Mr.  R.  C. 
Burton  Rowe,  of  11  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  who  has 
made  a  speciality  of 

Dkuc-teade  Insurance. 

Mr.  Burton  Rowe  has  been  in  business  as  an  insurance- 
broker  in  Queen  Victoria  Street  for  about  six  years,  having 
previously  had  seven  years'  experience  in  various  capacities 
at  Lloyd's.  He  is  well  in  touch  with  all  the  prominent 
wholesale  firms  in  the  drug-trade,  and  he  has  a  special 
"Third  Party  (Poison)  Policy"  which  has  been  taken  up 
by  most  of  the  members  of  the  Drug  Club.  This  policy 
(which  is  subscribed  by  underwriting  members  of  Lloyd's) 
is  comprehensive  enough  to  suit  all  branches  of  the  drug- 
trade — retail  as  well  as  wholesale.  It  insures  against 
liability  to  pay  compensation  for  the  death  or  injury  of 
any  person,  or  for  injury  to  animals,  caused  by  accident  or 
error  in  compounding,  labelling,  or  despatching  any  drugs 
or  chemicals,  through  fault  or  negligence  either  on  the  part 
of  the  insurer  himself  or  of  his  employes,  or  on  the  part  of 
any  manufacturer  or  his  employes  who  may  have  supplied 
the  drug  or  chemical  causing  the  injury.  This,  on  the  face 
of  it,  is  a  desirable  protection  for  harassed  semi-wholesale 
houses  particularly,  for  the  premium  (7.s.  6<7.  per  cent.,  with 
Is.  6c/.  for  each  employe  insured)  is  not  by  any  means 
exorbitant.  It  is  among  wholesalers  chiefly  that  Mr. 
Burton  Rowe's  business  is  done,  for  he  recognises  that  th.- 
retail  chemist  is  well  protected  already  by  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association.  However,  he  is  open  to  insure  eva'i 
the  retailer  against  vexatious  prosecutions  under  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  errors 
in  dispensing,  and  so  forth.  Hitherto  Mr.  Burton  Rowe 
has  been  known  to  wholesale  druggists  mainly  for  his 
popular  scheme  of  insurance  against  Employers'  Liability 
Act  claims.  He,  of  course,  also  insures  against  fire,  and, 
as  becomes  a  Lloyd's  man,  he  knows  all  about  marine  in- 
surance for  exporters.  Furthermore,  1  find,  in  the  course 
of  peregrinations,  that  many  large  firms  instruct  their 
cashiers,  bookkeepers,  travellers,  or  other  members  of  their 
staffs  to  transact  their  insurances  for  them.  In  many  such 
cases  matters  soon  become  complicated,  through  the 
gentlemen  entrusted  being  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the 
intricacies  of  insurance,  and  a  broker  has  to  be  called  in 
eventually  to  untangle  the  knots.  Needless  to  say,  it  is. 
in  the  long-run,  cheaper  and  less  worrying  to  go  to  the 
broker  direct.  The  other  system,  as  Mr.  Burton  Rowe 
rather  pertinently  puts  it,  is  somewhat  "like  an  insurance- 
broker  buying  drugs  on  'Change." 

Nickel  Laboratory-ware. 

T  saw  some  very  fine  nickel  laboratory-apparatus  in  the 
showroom  of  Messrs.  W.  Crooke  &  Co.,  18  Bartlett's 
Buildings,  Holborn  Circus,  the  other  day — nickel  water- 
baths,  crucibles,  spoons,  and  other  requisites  for  labora- 
tory-use usually  made  in  the  more  expensive  platinum. 
These  are  the  products  of  the  Vereinigte  Deutsche  Nickel  - 
werke  A.-G.,  Schwerte,  and  will  commend  themselves  by 
reason  of  their  excellent  finish  and  imperviousness  for 
many  operations  in  which  platinum  vessels  have  hitherto 
been  exclusively  employed.  For  price  is  a  not  unin> 
portant  factor  even  with  analytical  chemists,  and  if  a 
vessel  is  obtainable  for  3s.  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  3/. 
platinum  dish,  the  chances  are  that  the  less  expensive 
article  will  be  preferred.  Messrs.  Crooke  &  Co.  are  also 
agents  in  this  country  for  MM.  Vimard  &  Monscheim,  of 
Vallauris,  France,  makers  of  essential  oils  and  perfume 
extracts,  and  for  MM  Francesco  De  Salvo  &  Co.,  of 
Messina. 


The  Assistant:  "That  woman  tried  to  beat  me  down  in 
the  price  of  castor  oil."  "What  did  she  say?"  "She  per- 
sisted that  I  ought  to  make  it  cheaper  because  she  had  to  pay 
her  little  boy  to  take  it." 
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By  Xrayser. 

Lord  Stanley 

is  said  to  be  a  good  Postmaster-General,  but, 
so  far  as  we  tradesmen  can  judge,  he  does  not  shape  well  as 
a  diplomat.  Perhaps  if  we  had  been  monarchs  he  would 
have  studied  to  frame  his  surrender  more  gracefully.  He 
invited  the  deputation  from  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade 
to  wait  upon  him  in  order  to  tell  them  that  he  had  decided 
to  yield  to  their  representations,  or,  as  he  expressed  it, 
their  bitter  opposition.  What  an  opportunity  he  had  for  a 
pretty  speech — a  speech  that  might  have  made  thousands 
of  votes  difference  to  his  party  !  It  was  quite  unnecessary 
to  tell  the  poor  tradesmen  how  insignificant  and  behind  the 
times  they  were.  But  evidently  the  dear  public  whom  he 
has  been  trying  so  hard  to  spur  into  agitation  in  favour  of 
his  scheme  has  been  simply  listless  about  it.  Heads  of 
families,  when  they  ascertained  that  the  proprietors  of 
ladies'  newspapers  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  plot,  shied  at 
the  innovation;  and  if  it  had  been  conceded  it  would  not 
have  caught  fifty  votes.  Resentment  is  a  strong  force  in 
party  politics,  but  gratitude  counts  for  very  little. 

Tradesmen  must  not  Imagine 

that  they  were  the  whole 
of  the  people,  said  Lord  Stanley,  "  if  they  would  allow  him 
to  say  so."  The  truism  may  be  allowed  with  pleasure,  but 
so  far  as  it  is  a  taunt  it  would  come  with  almost  more 
appropriateness  from  the  other  side.  The  traders  had 
never  presumed  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  whole  of  the 
people;  the  P.M.G.  had.  He  would  have  been  justified, 
he  argued,  in  doing  what  he  thought  best  for  the  majority 
of  the  people,  regardless  apparently  of  what  they  might 
think  best  for  themselves.  Certainly  the  deputation  could 
not  be  said  to  represent  more  than  quite  a  small  minority. 
Taking  the  figures  from  the  last  census  of  England  and 
Wales,  the  trades  for  which  the  National  Chamber  spoke 
were  :  Chemists  and  druggists  28,448,  ironmongers  28.206. 
jewellers  28.900,  drapers  135,657,  and  grocers  193,568 — a 
total  of  414.779 ;  while  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales  was  32.527.843.  Judging  from  what  we  know  as  to 
chemists'  statistics,  we  may  assume  that  the  number  given 
above  would  be  some  three  times  the  number  of  persons  in 
business  on  their  own  account;  and  these  would  not  be 
quite  unanimous.  But  taking  them  all  and  adding  their 
families,  we  can  scarcely  reckon  the  opposition  at  more 
than  5  per  cent  of  the  nation.  All  the  more  glory  to  the 
victors.  "  I  would  not  have  a  man  more,"  said  Henry  V. 
at  Agincourt.  in  reply  to  a  comment  on  the  tremendous 
odds  against  him. 
The  Compendium  Committee 

has  modestly  undertaken  to 
give  a  finishing  touch  to  the  metric  system.  That  scheme 
has  existed  for  more  than  a  century  without  addition,  sub- 
traction, or  modification,  but  it  is  not  perfect  enough  for  a 
committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  name  of  Carteighe  must  now  be  added  to  those  of 
Lavoisier,  Condorcet,  Laplace,  and  their  associates  as  joint 
authors  of  the  most  exact  provision  of  weights  and 
measures  ever  devised.  To  balance  the  audacity  of  the 
proposal  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  mil,  the  decimil,  and 
the  centimil  make  a  useful  extension  of  the  system,  and 
that  the  denominations  chosen  happily  harmonise  with  the 
rest  of  the  nomenclature.  Especially  is  it  desirable  to  get 
rid  of  the  cubic  idea.  A  millimetre  is  the  tenth  of  a  centi- 
metre. The  mil  is  the  cubic  centimetre,  but  the  decimil  is 
not  the  cubic  millimetre ;  it  is  a  hundred  times  that  value. 
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During  the  reign  of  Louis  Philippe  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  had  before  it  a  Post  Office  Bill  regulating  the 
rates  for  the  postage  of  journals.  Different  rates  were  to 
be  applied  according  to  the  sizes  of  the  pages,  and  one  of 
the  clauses  which  was  actually  adopted  by  the  Chamber, 
though  corrected  before  the  Bill  was  passed,  referred  to 
dimensions  of  15  and  30  square  centimetres.  The  largest  of 
those  would  have  been  smaller  than  an  ordinary  playing- 
card.  What  the  draftsman  meant  was  15  and  30  hun- 
dredths of  a  square  metre. 
That  Organising  Secretary 

whom  Mr.  Gifford  has  up  his 
sleeve,  but  who  is  not  wanted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  should  be  worth  looking  after  by  some  City  firm. 
He  is  held  out  and  recommended  by  Mr.  Gifford  as  capable 
of  promptly  adding  3,000  new  members  to  the  Society,  en- 
suring the  success  of  their  schoel,  infusing  life  and  light 
into  their  journal,  and  comforting  and  helping  all  members 
of  the  Society  whenever  they  may  be  in  perplexity.  A 
genius  of  this  character  ought  not  to  be  long  out  of  a  situa- 
tion ;  indeed  it  might  be  wiser  for  him  to  Start  a  new  and 
perfect  society  of  his  own. 
A  Poison-proof  Prodigy 

has  arrived  in  London.  His  name; 
is  Captain  Vetrio ;  he  speaks  with  an  American  accent,  and 
comes  from  Chicago.  Some  years  ago  he  took  some  arsenic- 
intended  for  rats,  and,  finding  that  it  had  no  effect  on  him, 
he  experimented  further  and  discovered  that  he  was  so  con- 
stituted as  to  be  unaffected  by  any  such  substance,  though; 
he  draws  the  line  at  acids.  At  the  private  demonstration 
which  he  gave  last  week  to  a  company  of  journalists  and 
medical  men,  I  learn  from  the  halfpenny  papers,  the  deli- 
cacies he  consumed  were  Paris  green,  strychnine,  blue 
indigo,  and  phosphorus.  The  records  are  not  too  exact. 
For  example,  the  quantity  of  strychnine  taken  is  said  in  one 
paper  to  have  been  1  grain,  in  another  2j  grains,  and  in  a 
third  2i,  oz.  Possibly,  too,  by  "blue  indigo"  Prussian 
blue  is  meant.  The  advantages  of  Captain  Vetrio's  peculiar 
gift  are  not  obvious,  and  its  public  exhibition,  whether  the? 
phenomenon  be  genuine  or  a  clever  deception,  can  hardly  be 
made  attractive.  The  published  notices  of  him,  however, 
are  not  unlikely  to  induce  emulation  among  other  persons, 
who  may  find  themselves  not  to  be  "  poison-proof." 
A  Prototype  of  Captain  Vetrio 

came  to  London  in  1826. 
Possibly  there  have  been  others.  An  account  of  this  one 
is  given  in  Hone's  "  Every-day  Book."  He  was  a  M. 
Chabert,  known  as  "  the  Continental  Salamander,"  and 
descriptions  of  his  first  entertainment,  given  at  the  White 
Conduit  Gardens,  are  quoted  from  the  "Times"  and 
"Morning  Chronicle"  of  June  8,  1826.  Chabert  first  re- 
freshed himself  with  a  bit  of  phosphorus.  The  "  Morning- 
Chronicle  "  man  weighed  the  lump,  and  says  it  was 
64  grains.  Chabert  washed  this  down  with  a  drink  of 
water,  but  his  sceptical  critic  tasted  the  water,  and  found 
it  to  be  a  strong  solution  of  soda,  which  he  says  would 
neutralise  the  phosphorus.  Chabert  next  took  arsenic,  first 
fusing  it  over  charcoal  so  as  to  prove  its  genuineness  by 
the,  odour.  Again  the  scientific  reporter  was  one  too  many 
for  him.  for  he  suggests  that  it  was  pure  metallic  arsenic} 
he  swallowed,  and  that  that  would  be  innocuous.  The  perj 
former  then  called  for  a  draught  of  prussie  acid,  but  none 
of  the  company  had  any  of  that  beverage  in  his  pocket, 
"Chabert  then  proceeded  to  his  salamandering.  He 
swallowed  several  spoonfuls  of  boiling  oil,  took  up  moltejf 
lead  in  his  hand,  let  a  gentleman  drop  melted  sealing  wax 
on  his  tongue  and  impress  a. seal  on  it,  and.  finally,  entered 
an  oven  with  a  steak  and  a  leg  of  lamb,  and  remained  there 
until  they  were  cooked. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Cbe  "Sanllas"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  ManuFacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS; 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  In 
"  Soldls."  "  Okol,"   "  Creoeide."    "  Plnos," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
Sulphugators,"  "  Formle  Sulphugators."  "  Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids.  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash. 

Pamphlet  and  "  Uoic  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


5.  MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Kinetit  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/ of, 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

QO  /  * 
LL  i  cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/ eft 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25 /eft. 

9 /eft 

Deet  Cieurrd 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

18/ eft. 

EPSOM    SALTS.  ESS 
Purified.  Clean,  and  I>ry. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/ eft. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ eft. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowst  Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILFT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ctt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10.f 

Finest 
APPOWROOT 

1  ' lb- 

CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of 
London  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
ol  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


JEWSBURY  & 
BROWN'S 

MINERAL 
WATERS. 


Ardwick  Green,  Manchester. 


MILNE'S  DOUBLE  CYANIDE  GAUZE 

(Lister's  Guaranteed). 

MILNE'S  BATTIST, 

The  only  genuine  make. 

MILNE'S  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  BANDAGES 

In  handsomely  Decorated  Tins. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD. 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.  [2] 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 


PRICE  7/6  NET. 


Squire's  Pocket  Companion 

TO  THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA. 


"  The  finished  work  is  in  every  way  up  to  anticipations. 
The  'POCKET  COMPANION  '  seems  to  us  destine  1 
to  enjoy  a  popularity  equal  to  or  greater  than  that  of  the 
mother  volume  (Squire's  '  Companion'),  and  it  is  an  interesting 
example  of  forward  development  in  a  well-known  work  of 
reference." — Clicmist  atii  Druggist,  July  9,  1904. 


Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Houses,  or  from 
SQUIRE  &  SONS,  or  from  the  Publishers, 

J.&A.  CHURCHILL,  7  Great  Marlborough  St.,  London,  W. 


mm 


'persflit  substUutUut  IfflUatlwm  far 


WUI  lead  to  the- -conviction  .&<  4uy 


Cascara  Tablets. 

Or.  2.    Sugar  Coated. 

Bottles  of  25,  2  /  =  per  dozen. 
Bottles  of  100,  5/6  per  dozen. 

In  quantities  of  one  pross,  or  when  forming  part  of  an  assorted  order 
o£  1  gross  ol  Hottles  of  Tablets  selected  from  our  list  of  several 
hundred  formulae. 

Carriage  Paid.    Send  for  Samples  and  Price  List. 

STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  SUSSEX. 


Fletchers*  Hydrobroinates 


EMtorial  Comments. 


The  Spirit  Inquiry. 

It  seems  impossible  to  remedy  wrong  in  this  world  without 
treading  on  somebody's  toes.  A  good  example  is  afforded 
in  the  spirit  inquiry.  Those  interested  in  the  West  Indies 
on  account  of  rum,  and  a  section  of  the  Civil  Service,  do 
not  look  upon  the  Spirit  Committee  with  equanimity.  We 
have  previously  mentioned  the  action  taken  by  the  West 
India  Committee,  which  felt  that  a  Colonial  representative 
should  have  been  appointed  to  the  Spirit  Committee,  and 
we  observe  from  its  latest  "circular"  that  on  October  4 
the  committee  wrote  a  strong  letter  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  urging  that  the  Colonies  might  receive  con- 
sideration. A  copy  of  the  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  with  a  request  that  the  petition  of  the 
West  India  Committee  might  receive  the  support  of  the 
Secretary  of  State;  but  Mr.  Lyttelton  replied  that  as  the 
present  inquiry  only  relates  to  the  conditions  governing 
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the  use  of  spirits  for  certain  purposes  in  the  United  King- 
dam,  he  must  leave  the  matter  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  principal  complaint  of  the  committee  has 
been  that  the  consideration  of  the  Colonial  aspect  of  the 
question  is  practically  barred  by  the  terms  of  reference, 
and  the  support  of  the  Colonial  Office  has  been  confidently 
looked  for  in  securing  the  removal  of  the  surtax  of  4(/. 
on  rum,  which  was  condemned  by  the  Royal  Commission  of 
1897  as  unsound  in  principle  and  r.~,  entailing  hardship  in 
the  Colonies.  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  appears  not  to  be 
of  that  way  of  thinking,  for  his  Secretary  has  written  the 
following  letter  to  the  West  India  Committee  : 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  given  careful  con- 
sideration to  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  since  his  return 
from  Italy,  and  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  send  a  reply  to  be 
laid  before  your  committee. 

The  Chancellor  thinks  that  you  are  under  some  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  scope  of  the  terms  of  reference.  It 
will  of  course  not  be  possible  for  the  Alcohol  Committee  to 
consider  any  proposals  for  giving  Colonial  spirit  a  prefer- 
ence over  other  imported  spirit ;  nor  would  it  be  possible 
for  his  Majesty's  Government  to  adopt  at  the  present  time 
any  such  proposals,  if  made. 

But  Mr.  Chamberlain  undei'stands  that  this  is  not  what 
you  desire  ;  and  if,  as  he  believes,  your  whole  object  is  to 
secure  that  the  committee  shall  consider  the  effect  of  the 
surtax  on  spirits  generally — Colonial  as  well  as  foreign — 
and  the  facilities  which  there  are  for  the  sale  of  imported 
spirit  for  industrial  purposes,  these  matters  are,  in  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  opinion,  covered  by  the  terms  of  the  refer- 
ence, and  could  hardly  be  excluded  from  the  committee  if 
they  are  to  make  a  complete  report. 

As  regards  the  composition  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  regrets  that  he  is  unable  to  comply  with  your 
wish  that  a  Colonial  representative  should  be  added.  In 
the  case  of  a  small  committee  of  this  kind,  it  is  not  possible 
that  it  should  be  representative  of  every  interest  concerned. 
But  Mr.  Chamberlain  believes  that  he  has  secured  the 
services  of  a  body  of  men  fully  capable  of  dealing  with  the 
subject  which  it  is  desired  to  have  examined. 

This  letter  bears  out  what  we  said  on  the  last  occasion 
we  dealt  with  this  subject,  and  we  trust  one  or  more 
Colonial  representatives  will  be  asked  to  give  evidence  in 
regard  to  the  production  of  pure  alcohol  from  molasses  in 
the  West  Indies.    We  understand  that  this  is  the  industry 
which  the  West  India  Committee  has  partly  in  view,  for 
the  surtax  of  Ad.  per  gal.  on  rum  is  of  little  consequence 
to  consumers  thereof,  while  its  removal  would  mean  great 
encouragement  to  the  manufacture  of  pure  spirit  in  our 
much-depressed  Colonies.    In  regard  to  the  Civil  Service 
attitude  on  the  spirit  inquiry  Mr.  E.  J.  Millard.  F.C.S., 
has  found  it  necessary  to  address  a  letter  to  the  "  Civilian" 
qualifying  the  statement  of  that  paper  that  the  agita- 
tion for  inquiry  has  been  a  one-man  affair — in  other  words 
a  Tyrerian  effort.    Incidentally  Mr.  Millard  recalls  the 
facts  which  he  has  made  public  through  the  0.  <(■  D.  re- 
specting the  range  of  denaturing  permitted  in  Germany, 
and  says  in  regard  to  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for 
pharmaceutical  purposes  two  requirements  are  necessary 
in    order    to    make    cheaper    methylated  spirit — first, 
the  remission   of   the   greater   part  of   the  differential 
duty    on    methylated    spirit,    at    present    standing  at 
5d.   per  proof  gal. ;  secondly,  more  latitude  to  manu- 
facturers respecting  the  denaturing-agents  for  methylated 
spirit  with  special  regard  to  economy  and  suitability 
in  the  particular  industry.    For  this  latter  purpose  he 
suggests  that  the  denaturing-agent,  approved  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Board,  might  be  added  at  the  distillery.  As 
the  distillers  are  already  under  effective  supervision,  the 
admixture  of  the  denaturing-agent  could  be  easily  and 
cheaply  performed.    The  denatured  spirit  should  only  be 
sold  to  manufacturers  having  special  permission  to  use  it, 
and  on  no  account  re-sold.    Any  illegitimate  use  of  this 
spirit  would  be  subject  to  penalties  covered  by  bonds  in 
the  usual  way  and  loss  of  privilege  to  use  this  spirit.  Here 


is  a  suggestion  of  remarkable  simplicity,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  "  Civilian"  has  nothing  to  say  against 
it. 


The  Possessive  Case. 

In  previous  issues,  especially  in  the  C.  <[•  1).  of  October  15, 
page  650,  we  gave  particulars  of  a  correspondence  which 
we  had  with  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  from  April  of 
this  year  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  possessive  case  in  the 
names  of  medicines  which  are  not  and  never  have  been  of 
a  proprietary  character.  Our  object  in  making  the  result 
of  the  correspondence  public  was  to  secure  the  assistance 
of  our  subscribers  in  gathering  the  evidence  necessary  to 
prove  to  the  Board  that  the  medicines  for  which  freedom 
from  stamp-duty  is  claimed  have  never  been  proprietary. 
From  correspondence  we  gather  that  this  central  requisite 
is  not  generally  appreciated.  Thus  Dalby's  carminative, 
Godfrey's  cordial,  and  Ward's  paste  have  been  mentioned  to 
us  as  candidates  for  the  non-dutiable  list,  but  each  of  these 
articles  is  in  the  schedule  of  medicines  to  the  1812  Act, 
and  nothing  short  of  another  Act  of  Parliament  can  free 
them  from  duty.  In  the  same  way  a  contemporary  which 
intervenes  (without  acknowledging  its  indebtedness  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist)  suggests  that  Bow's  liniment 
and  Hooper's  female  pills  should  be  regarded  as  non-duti- 
able. The  latter  is  in  the  1812  Schedule,  and  the  former 
is  excluded  from  Exemption  3  in  virtue  of  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  and  is  by  public  notice  and  advertisement 
held  out  to  the  public  as  a  proprietary  medicine.  It  will 
simplify  matters  if  we  give  the  list  which  we  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  on  September  28.  It  is 
as  follows  : 


Abernethy's  pills. 

Aitken's  tonic-pills. 

Barbour's  mixture. 

Begbie's  mixture. 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  gout- 
pills. 

Brook's  paste. 

Brown-Sequard's  pills. 

Christ ison's  cough-mixture. 

Christison's  pills. 

Sir  Andrew  Clark's  liver 
mixture. 

Sir  Andrew  Clark's  pills. 

Congreve's  liniments. 

Critchett's  eye-wash. 

Dale's  plaster. 

Dobell's  aperient. 

Easton's  pills. 

Easton's  syrup. 


Ferrier's  snuff. 

Dr.  Milner  Fothergill's 
cough-mixture. 

Gregory's  dinner-pills. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  pills. 

Rev.  Newman  Hall's  dip- 
somania-cure. 

Dr.  Hamilton.  Jun.'s,  pills. 

Hebra's  ointment. 

Henry's  solution. 

Lady  Hesketh's  pills. 

Lister's  carbolic  paste. 

Livingstone's  rousers. 

Mackenzie's  eye-lotion. 

Parrish's  syrup. 

Rubini's  ess.  camphor. 

Startin's  lotion. 

Stokes's  expectorant  mix- 
ture. 


The  Board  pronounced  four  of  these  only  to  be  free  from 
liability — viz..  Liver-pills  (Sir  Andrew  Clark),  Hamilton's 
pills,  Christison's  pills,  and  DobeH's  aperient.  It  was  in 
respect  to  these  four  alone  that  we  gave  particulars  from 
personal  experience  of  their  origin,  and  proof  of  their  non- 
proprietary nature,  with  references  also  to  their  composition 
and  where  the  formula;  have  been  published.  Our  letter  of 
September  28  proceeded  to  say — ■ 

I  do  not  know  a  single  one  [i.e.,  preparation]  on  the  en- 
closed list  which  has  ever  been  a  proprietary  article,  and  of 
which  the  formula  has  not  been  accessible  to  anyone  who 
cared  to  search  for  it. 

I  would  suggest  that  if  your  Board  is  not  prepared  to 
make  a  ruling  on  the  lines  of  Sir  Robert  Finlay's  opinion 
(quoted  in  my  letter  of  May  6  last),  it  should  permit  the 
use  of  possessive-case  names  when  reference  is  made  on  the 
label  to  the  formula  published  in  some  recognised  book  of 
reference. 

Mr.  Stoodley,  Secretary  to  the  Board,  in  his  reply,  dated 

October  11,  said  : 

Where  proof  should  be  produced  that  the  name  included 
in  the  description  carried  with  it  no  claim  either  to  ex- 
clusive right  of  sale  or  to  exclusive  knowledge,  the  Board 
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would  be  prepared  to  recognise  the  remedy  as  not  liable  to 
duty. 

We  take  this  to  mean  that  the  Board  shall  definitely  pro- 
nounce each  preparation  to  be  free  from  liability  upon  (he 
evidence  submitted  to  it,  and  that  the  mere  publication  of 
the  formula  is  not  complete  evidence  of  non-proprietary 
origin  and  existence.  Jt  is  this  sort  of  evidence  that  we 
particularly  want  our  readers  to  assist  us  with.  The 
formulse  for  all  the  preparations  in  the  quoted  list  have  been 
published  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  since  1898,  and 
we  have  also  submitted  the  following  to  the  Board,  with 
statements  as  to  where  the  formulas  are  to  be  found,  and 
some  particulars  regarding  their  non-proprietary  character  : 


Donovan's  solution. 
Dover's  powder. 
Dr.  Moir's  pills. 
Dr.       Sidey's  toothache- 
essence. 
Dr.  Thatcher's  carminative. 
Dr.  Thomson's  pills. 
Fowler's  solution. 
Goulard's  extract. 
Goulard's  lotion. 
Goulard's  water. 


Griffith's  mixture. 
Hoffmann's  anodyne. 
Lassar's  paste. 
Lugol's  solution. 
Mandl's  solution. 
Plummet's  pills. 
Robin's  syrup. 
Scott's  ointment. 
Sydenham's  laudanum. 
Valangin's  solution. 
Vlemingx's  solution. 


It  ought  to  be  possible  greatly  to  extend  these  lists,  and 
subscribers  who  are  good  enough  to  respond  to  this  request 
by  sending  particulars  of  articles  with  local  reputation 
should  tell  us,  if  possible,  something  about  their  origin  and 
history. 

Russian  Chemical  Industry. 

At  the  present  time,  when  the  eyts  of  the  commercial 
world  are  turned  on  Russia,  and  many  are  studying  the 
influence  of  the  war  on  the  import  and  export  trade  of 
that  great  Empire,  the  annual  report  of  the  Austro-Hun- 
garian  Consul  at  Warsaw  on  last  year's  business  has 
special  interest.  Warsaw  is  one  of  the  principal  centres 
of  the  Russian  chemical-industry,  and  as  Poland  contains 
almost  inexhaustible  supplies  of  raw  materials,  such  as 
coal,  mineral  ores,  salt,  naphtha,  timber,  etc..  there  are 
good  opportunities  for  the  chemical-trade  to  develop  in 
the  district.  But  with  the  exception  of  a  few  branches 
progress  has  been  very  slow,  although  on  the  whole  the 
output  of  chemicals  in  Russia  is  increasing.  The  Consul 
has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  highly  developed 
state  of  the  industry  in  Germany  and  the  methods  of 
organisation  there  have  in  a  great  measure  made  it  im- 
possible for  Russia  successfully  to  compete,  even  in  many 
of  the  home  markets.  As  regards  the  chemical-trade  in 
Poland  itself,  the  Consul  states  that  in  1870  there  were 
twenty-four  works,  with  an  annual  production  valued  at 
300.000r.  ;  in  1897  there  were  fifty  works,  the  annual 
production  being  worth  800.000r.  ;  and  in  1903  the  number 
had  increased  to  sixty,  with  an  output  valued  at  1.500.000r. 
Sulphuric  acid  is  the  leading  chemical  produced  in  Russia, 
the  yearly  output  of  which  is  estimated  at  about 
140,000  tons.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Govern- 
ment recently  established  sulphuric-acid  works  at  Ochta, 
near  St.  Petersburg,  the  output  of  which  is  solely  in- 
tended for  State  purposes.  The  Russian  demand  for 
hydrochloric  and  nitric  acids  for  technical  purposes  is 
small  and  covered  chiefly  by  home  production,  chemically 
pure  acids  being  imported  from  Germany.  There  are  three 
electrolytic  works  in  Russia  producing  bleaching-powder 
and  caustic  soda.  The  largest  of  these  is  the  "  Elektri- 
zitat."  established  in  1897.  which  produced  153.000  poods 
(50.000  cwt.)  of  bleaching-powder  and  75,000  poods 
(24,100  cwt.)  of  caustic  soda.  These  supplies  are  of  course 
insufficient  for  the  home  demand,  and  although  large  quan- 


tities are  imported  the  amounts  have  decreased  owing  to 
the  increase  in  the  import-duties,  which  are  now  1.15r. 
per  pood  for  bleaching-powder  and  82£kop.  per  pood  for 
caustic  soda.  These  duties  do  not  appear  to  be  levied  for 
revenue  purposes,  but  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  thes 
goods  and  encourage  the  home  chemical-industry.  The 
imports  of  quicksilver  are  practically  nil,  the  home  produc- 
tion covering  the  demand.  A  few  years  ago  efforts  were 
made  at  Warsaw  to  produce  pure  carbolic  acid,  but  German 
and  English  competition  proved  too  strong,  and  operations 
are  now  confined  to  the  crude  article,  the  annual  production 
of  which  is  valued  at  about  200,000r.  Large  quantities 
of  acetic  acid  are  produced  in  Russia,  the  production  being 
valued  at  about  350.000r.  The  acetate  of  lime  required  is 
mostly  imported.  Methylic  alcohol  is  almost  exclusively 
produced  in  Russia,  but  recently  some  has  been  imported. 
Tartaric  acid  is  also  manufactured  in  Russia,  and  the 
annual  production  of  chloroform  is  estimated  at  500,000r. 
There  are  also  four  ether-works  producing  acetic  ether, 
collodion,  and  tannin.  Crude  and  refined  glycerins  are 
manufactured  by  two  large  soap  and  candle  works,  and 
formalin  is  produced  by  the  Russian  branch  of  the  German 
factory.  Among  the  essential  oils,  aniseed  is  one  of  the 
chief  exports ;  others  include  peppermint  and  pine-needle 
oils.  Of  vegetable  oils,  hemp,  rape,  sesame,  and  sun 
flower  oils  are  among  those  largely  exported.  Only  one 
house  in  Warsaw  produces  pharmaceutical  goods  on  a  large- 
scale,  and  the  estimated  output  is  valued  at  about  100,000r. 
per  annum.  The  effect  of  the  present  war  on  Russian 
commerce  will  probably  be  felt  for  some  years  to  come, 
especially  in  the  Eastern  markets.  Previous  to  the  war 
manufacturers  in  Poland  and  Russia  were  doing  well  in 
China,  Manchuria,  and  elsewhere,  but  now  this  trade  is 
at  a  standstill.  As  showing  the  capabilities  of  Russian 
trade,  the  imports  into  the  whole  of  the  Empire  last  year 
by  way  of  the  European  frontier  amounted  to  about 
60.160.000/..  against  52.800.000/.  during  1902.  The  largest 
increase  was  in  agricultural  implements,  owing  to  favour- 
able crops.  The  total  exports  of  Russia  across  the 
European  frontier  were  valued  at  95.000.0C0/.,  against 
82.3CO.000/.  in  1902,  of  which  more  than  half  consisted  of 
grain  and  other  food-products.  Germany  is  Russia's  best 
customer  both  in  imports  and  exports,  Great  Britain  being 
second.  The  new  commercial  treaty  between  Germany  and 
Russia  which  was  signed  in  Berlin  last  July  will,  it  is 
expected,  further  cement  the  relations  between  these  two 
countries.  Very  little  has  so  far  been  disclosed  in  regard 
to  this  treaty,  but  Germany  is  likely  to  have  favourable- 
terms  of  import  into  Russia  for  all  her  manufactured 
products,  including  chemicals,  in  return  for  allowing 
Russia  favourable  rates  upon  her  exports  of  food-products. 


What  are  we  Cnminj;  to  ? 

At  the  pharmaceutical  evening  meeting  at  Bloomsbury 
Square  this  week  we  counted  twenty  ladies  in  the  audience. 
Not  half-a-dozen  of  them  were  with  male  relatives,  and  the 
rest  were  there  because  they  are  engaged  in  pharmac  y  and 
take  it  seriously.  Regular  frequenters  of  the  evening 
meetings  know  that  the  fair  element  at  them  has  been 
steadily  growing,  but  the  proportions  are  changing  rapidly. 
For  what  the  future  has  in  store  for  us  we  may  go  to 
Holland.  At  the  recent  pharmaceutical  examinations  in 
that  country.  76  candidates  were  examined  at  Rotterdam — 
9  men  and  65  women;  and  at  Zwolle  there  were  11  male- 
candidates  and  67  female.  Presuming  the  present  condi- 
tions continue  in  Great  Britain,  how  long  will  it  be  before 
there  is  numerical  equality  in  the  sexes  at  our 
examinations  ? 
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Decadence  of  the  Drug. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Saleeby,  M.D.,  writing  in  the  current  number 
of  the  "  World's  Work,"  is  drawing  attention  to  the  limita- 
tions of  drugs  in  modern  practice.  The  drug  is  enjoying  a 
heyday  of  disastrous  popularity,  he  begins ;  never  were 
advertisements  of  drugs  in  the  public  Press  more  numerous 
and  mendacious.  He  gees  on  to  refer  to  the  shoals  of  new 
synthetic  remedies  that  arrive  every  year,  apparently  not 
having  yet  grasped  the  trend  of  such  medicaments,  as  has 
Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton.  The  multiplicity  of  new  forms  of 
drugs 

so  simplifies  the  labours  of  the  prescribe!'  that  the  art  of 
prescription-writing  is  obsolescent.  You  are  tempted  to 
order  Bipalatinoid  S.  &  M.  No.  IV.."  or  something  of 
the  sort,  instead  of  compounding  the  old-fashioned  draught, 
.  .  .  The  prescribing  of  the  active  constituent  strychnine 
instead  of  the  tincture  of  the  plant,  nux  vomica,  which 
contains  it  is  coming  into  vogue,  greatly  aiding  and  unques- 
tionably improving  the  use  of  drugs. 

It  is  curious  that  a  M.D.  should  fall  into  the  error  of  regard- 
ing strychnine  as  representing  nux  vomica.  The  writer 
then  goes  on  to  say  that  "in  sober  scientific  medicine  the 
drug  is  decadent,"  and  turns  to  Pasteur  : 

If  your  patient  has  diphtheria — if  he  is  suffering'  from  the 
multiplication  within  him  of  the  Bacillus  diphtheria?  and 
the.  production  by  it  of  a  complex  organic  poison  which 
is  killing  him — what  good  can  be  done  by  pouring  a  mis- 
cellaneous selection  of  other  poisons,  derived  from  plants 
or  from  coal-tar,  into  the  already  poisoned  system  ?  Plainly 
the  best  line  of  defence  for  your  patient  will  be  to  kill  the 
bacillus  or  to  neutralise  its  poison.  Thus  we  arrive  at  the 
new  method  of  serum-therapeutics. 

The  argument  will  not  be  very  convincing  to  anyone  who 
looks  for  logical  sequence,  but  as  the  paper  appears  in  a  lay 
journal  the  doctor  evidently  writes  down  to  his  readers. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  this  note  :  "  The  point  I  want 
to  make  is  the  inherent  improbability  that  this,  that,  or  the 
other  plant  shall  provide  a  cure  for  a  disease  the  cause  of 
which  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  plant,"  Here  is 
another  obiter  dictum  :  "To  cure  your  neuralgia  or  in- 
somnia, or  dyspepsia,  you  must,  for  instance,  live  in  pure  air 
or  refrain  from  over-work  or  over-eating.  When  you  recog- 
nise these  facts,  the  decadence  of  the  drug  has  set  in  with 
you."  Curiosity  prompted  us  to  turn  up  the  Medical 
Register  to  see  the  years  of  experience  that  the  writer  had  in 
curing  neuralgia  with  pure  air,  and  we  found  that  Dr. 
Saleeby  is  of  a  distinctly  modern  generation.  He  qualified 
in  1901.  We  would  be  the  last  to  discourage  young  men 
from  expressing  their  views  on  such  matters  as  the  decadence 
of  drugs,  but  views  detrimental  to  their  profession  should 
have  the  rawness  taken  off  before  being  given  to  a  public 
unqualified  to  make  the  needed  allowances. 


Bivtb. 


Steven. — At  57  Elliott  Street,  Hillhead,  Glasgow,  on 
November  4.  the  wife  of  David  Steven  (Meggeson  &  Co., 
Ltd.),  of  a  son. 


©catbs. 

Anty. — At  Gladstone  Terrace,  Morley,  on  November  1, 
Jane,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Matthew  Anty,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Morley,  aged  seventy-four. 

Barton. — At  2  Evelyn  Terrace,  Kemp  Town,  Brighton, 
on  November  4,  Mr.  Charles  Barton,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Mr.  Barton,  who  was  of  the  old  school  of  pharmacists,  was 
for  upwards  of  fifty  years  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Barton 
Brothers,  77  King's  Road,  Brighton.  He  retired  from 
business  in  1893.  Among  those  present  at  the  funeral 
were  Messrs.  W.  H.  Gibson,  W.  W.  Savage,  and  C.  A. 
Blarney,  reprefenting  the  British  Association  of  Pharmacy. 


Bell. — At  Preston,  on  October  22.  Mr.  James  Alexander 
Bell,  founder  of  Jhe'firm  of  J.  Bell,  Sons  &  Co.  (now  Bell. 
Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  manufacturing  chemists,  Liverpool,  aged 
eighty. 

Birkett. — At  his  residence,  Curwen  Street,  Workington, 
on  November  6,  Mr.  Frederic  Joseph  Birkett,  chemist  and 
druggist,  aged  thirty-nine.  Mr.  Birkett  died  of  consump- 
tion, after  an  illness  lasting  about  six  months.  He  was  held 
in  the  highest  respect  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  was  an 
officer  in  the  local  trade  Association ;  and  was  President  of 
the  West  Cumberland  Angling  Association.  No  death 
among  chemists  and  druggists  had  previously  occurred  in 
the  borough  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Mr.  Birkett 
leaves  a  widow  and  three  young  children.  A  few  weeks 
prior  to  the  sad  event  Mr.  Birkett's  business  in  Washington 
Street,  which  he  had  carried  on  for  about  a  decade,  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Joseph  Scott,  of  Leeds.  The  funeral 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  and  was  largely  attended.  The 
coffin  was  borne  from  the  chapel  to  the  graveside  by  four 
chemists— Mr.  J.  R.  Mason,  Mr.  W.  B.  Hubble,  Mr.'  J.  R. 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Smith. 

Drinkwater, — On  November  3.  at  her  pharmacy,  Ashton 
Old  Road.  Manchester,  Mrs.  Adelaide  Drinkwater,  eheniist 
and  druggist,  aged  seventy-five.  Mrs.  Drinkwater  was  the 
widow  of  Thomas  William  Drinkwater.  formerly  of  the 
Navy,  but  afterwards  a  chemist.  He  was  present  at  the 
siege  of  Sebastopol.  After  marriage  he  commenced  busi- 
ness about  fifty  years  ago  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at 
101  Pollard  Street,  Ancoats.  Mr.  Drinkwater  died  in 
1883.  but  had  been  all  along  assisted  by  his  wife.  Before 
his  death  he  had  secured  a  business  in  Ashton  Old  Road, 
and  had  just  apprenticed  his  son,  James  Wilson,  to  Mr. 
R,  L.  Pickup,  chemist,  Piccadilly,  Manchester.  Then  Mrs. 
Drinkwater  continued  to  carry  on  business  at  both  shops. 
Being  in  business  before  the  passing  of  the  1868  Act  Mrs. 
Drinkwater  was  included  in  the  register,  and  carried  on 
the  two  businesses  until  her  death.  She  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  and  sent  her  eldest  daughter  to  study  at 
Turner's  pharmacy  school,  Oxford  Road,  where  her  son. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Drinkwater.  chemist  and  druggist,  was  also 
educated.  He  holds  the  certificate  of  the  New  York  Phar- 
macy Board. 

Gould. — At  Ashton  Leigh.  Horsham,  on  October  16,  Mr. 
John  Grainger  Gould,  formerly  of  Oxford  Street,  W.,  aged 
eighty. 

Green. — At  Witham,  Essex,  on  November  6,  after  a 
short  illness,  Mr.  Robert  Poynter  Green,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  aged  eighty-one.  Mr.  Green  was  the  oldest 
tradesman  in  the  town. 

James. — At  Highgate  Road,  N.,  on  October  27,  Mr. 
William  James,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-seven. 

Turner-Thomas. — On  September  13,  Mr.  J.  Turner- 
Thomas,  for  many  years  returning  officer  for  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria,  died  at 
Hawthorn,  Vic,  aged  eighty-one.  He  was  of  Cornish  birth, 
and  was  trained  as  a  wholesale  druggist  in  Cumberland,  but 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  sailed  to  Australia,  landing  in 
Adelaide  in  1849.  He  soon  removed  to  Melbourne,  and  after 
several  years  as  assistant,  purchased  a  business  at  Geelong. 
where  he  acquired  considerable  interests.  From  1866  to 
1893  he  resided  in  England,  and  on  his  return  to  Victoria 
started  in  business  in  various  lines,  such  as  cube  blue  and 
sheep-dip. 

Wand. — In  London,  on  November  8.  Stephen  Wand. 
F.R.G.S.,  chemist  and  druggist,  Leicester,  aged  sixty- 
two.  Mr.  Wand  recently  came  to  London  to  undergo 
an  operation  for  polypus,  but  did  not  recover  from  the 
effects  of  it.  Mr.  Wand's  name  is  familiar  to  our  readers 
as  one  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  pills  and  kindred 
products.  During  recent  years  he  has  left  the  management 
of  his  business  to  his  son  (Mr.  E.  H.  Wand),  and  has 
travelled  a  great  deal.  He  was  contemplating  another  tour 
round  the  world  when  his  last  illness  came  on.  In  Leicester 
he  was  highly  esteemed. 

A  German  Consular  Report  states  that  Java  quinine, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  experts,  does  not  come  up  to  th? 
required  standard.  •  It  is  sold  chiefly  to  pill-makers  in  the 
United  States  at  low  prices. 
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Xcoal  IReports. 

Trade  Law. 

Notice  in  the  Surgical-instrument  Making  Trade.- 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  November  3,  Arnold  &  bons, 
surgical-instrument  manufacturers,  14  Bishop's  Court, 
sued  one  of  their  workmen,  William  Riley,  to  recover 
1/.  13s.  9(7.  for  a  week's  wages  for  leaving  their  service 
without  giving  proper  notice.  Defendant  said  that  "  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  rules  of  the  trade  "  he  was 
under  no  obligation  to  give  any  notice  at  all,  as  he  was  paid 
at  the  rate  of  7^(7.  per  hour.  Plaintiffs  said  that  the  defend- 
ant was  paid  1/.  13s.  9(7.  weekly,  although  he  had  to  work 
fifty-four  hours  a  week  and  was  paid  7^(7.  per  hour.  If  the 
defendant  did  overtime  he  got  paid  for  it,  and  he  was  paid 
for  bank  holidays.  lie  had  not  even  given  an  hour's  notice. 
Defendant  said  that  no  journeyman  surgical-instrument 
maker  ever  gave  a  week's  notice.  He  called  two  witnesses  to 
support  his  case.   Judge  Rentoul  found  for  the  defendant. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Articles  of  Food  In- 
jurious to  Health.  Section  3  of  the  1875  Act — The 
Divisional  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  London,  on  Novem- 
ber 4,  heard  an  appeal  by  the  defendant  in  Hull  v.  Horswell, 
who  had  been  convicted  under  this  section  in  the  following 
circumstances.  The  appellant  sold  to  the  inspector  a  bottle 
of  peas,  which  the  analyst  certified  to  be  adulterated  with 
sulphate  of  copper  to  the  extent  of  at  least  1.87  grain  per  lb. 
The  bottle  was  labelled  "  English  garden  peas.  Colour  pre- 
served with  a  small  portion  of  sulphate  of  copper."  Bv  the 
1872  Act  it  was  an  offence  to  add  to  food  any  ingredient  in- 
jurious to  health.  This  was  altered  by  the  1875  Act,  whereby 
the  offence  is  to  mix  "  any  article  of  food  with  any  ingredient 
or  material  so  as  to  render  the  article  injurious  to  health." 
The  information  and  summons  in  the  case  followed  the  terms 
of  the  old  Act,  and  charged  the  defendant  with  selling  the 
peas  mixed  with  sulphate  of  copper,  which  is  injurious  to 
health.  Hie  Magistrates  found  as  a  fact  that  the  peas  were 
so  mixed,  but  they  did  not  find  as  a  fact  that  the  article  of 
food  sold  was  injurious  to  health.  Objection  was  taken  to 
the  certificate  on  the  ground  that,  though  it  might  have  d's- 
closed  an  offence,  it  did  not  disclose  the  offence  charged  in 
the  summons  ;  and  it  was  also  contended  that  the  conviction 
was  bad,  because  it  did  not  say  that  the  article  sold  was  in- 
jurious to  health.  The  Magistrates  convicted,  and  framed 
the  conviction  in  the  terns  of  the  summons.  Hie  High 
Court  overruled  the  objection  to  the  certificate,  and  said  if 
it  d'sclosed  an  offence  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  analyst 
should  state  that  the  article  is  injurious  to  health  in  order 
that  an  offence  under  Section  3  should  be  charged.  On  the 
other  point  taken  by  the  defence  the  Court  held  that  the 
Magistrates  must  find  not  that  the  ingredient  was  injurious 
to  health,  but  that  the  aiticle  as  sold  was  by  its  admixture 
rendered  injurious  to  health.  The  case  was  remitted  to  the 
Magistrates  to  be  tried  on  this  point. 

Weights  and  Measures  Acts.  Weighing  Paper  with 
Goods. —  V.  grocer  at  Chiswiek  was  fined  4(V  lor  selling  to  an 
inspector  1  lb.  of  sugar  in  the  weight  of  which  that  of  the 
paper  bag  was  included.  The  sugar  without  the  bag  was 
short  of  a  pound  by  %  oz.  The  scales  used  were  perfectly 
accurate.  The  bag  contained  about  a  third  of  its  weight  of 
mineral  matter,  and  was  unnecessarily  heavy.  Tho  sum- 
mons was  framed  under  Section  26  of  the  1878  Act,  which  is 
as  follows : 

Where  any  fraud  is  wilfully  committed  in  the  using;  of  any 
weight,  measure,  scale,  balance,  steelyard,  or  weighing-machine, 
the  person  committing  such  fraud,  and  every  person  party  to  the 
fraud,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  51.,  or  in  the  case  of 
a  second  offence  10/.,  and  the  weight,  measure,  scale,  balance,  or 
steelyard  shall  be  liable  to  be  forfeited. 
The  Magistrates  found  that  the  sugar  was  weighed  with  the 
paner,  and  that  in  s:>  weighing  it  there  was  no  intention  to 
defraud;  that  the  defendant  was  under  the  mistaken  belief 
that  there  was  such  a  custom  in  the  trade,  but  that  the  weigh- 
ing of  the  paper  with  the  goods  was  in  itself  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  fraud  wilfully  committed  in  the  using  of  the 
scales.  The  grocer  appealed  from  the  conviction  of  the 
Magistrates  to  the  Divisional  Court  of  King's  Bench.  That 
Court  on  November  4  decided  that  there  was  no  evidence  in 
the  case  that  there  was  any  fraud  committed  in  the  using  of 
the  scales,  though  they  expressed  an  opinion  that  a  ceita'n 
amount  of  injustice  is  often  inflicted  upon  poor  pcisons  in 
including  in  the  weight  of  the  goods  the  paper  used  for 
wrapping,  but  that  thev  could  not  strain  an  Act  for  the 
purpose  of  curing  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  cured  in  another 
wav.  They  pointed  out  that  where  anv  representation  m 
writing  is  made  as  to  the  weight  an  offence  may  be  com- 
m'tted  under  the  Merchandise-marks  Acts,  and  Mr.  Ju.sii.  <• 
Kennedy  said  it  is  conceivable  that  the  trader  who  takes 
money  for  a  certan  weight  of  goods  and  who  without  not  ,,. 
to  the  purchaser  charges  for  goods  and  paper,  might  be  con- 


victed of  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences.  The  con- 
viction of  the  Magistrates  in  this  case  was  quashed.  (Stone 
v.  Tyler.) 

High  Court  Cases. 

Schweite's  Soda-labels. 
The  hearing  of  the  appeal  by  Schweppes.  Ltd..  against 
the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Warrington  in  their  ai  t  ion 
against  Mrs.  Gibbens,  of  Plymouth,  to  restrain  her  from 
selling  soda-water  labelled  in  resemblance  to  Schweppe's 
soda-water,  was  resumed  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Friday, 
November  4,  and  concluded.  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  chief 
counsel  for  the  appellants,  stated  that  he  did  not  know  of 
any  reported  case  where  the  resemblance  was  so  great  as 
between  these  labels.  It  was  certain  to  lead  to  mistakes. 
Without  calling  on  the  respondents,  their  Lordships  pro- 
ceeded to  give  judgment.  Lord  Justice  Vaughan-Williams 
said  he  could  not  hold  that  the  defendant's  label  was 
calculated  to  mislead,  and  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice 
Warrington  must  be  affirmed.  Lord  Justice  Romer  said 
the  defendant's  name  was  set  forth  in  the  clearest  -way  on 
her  labels,  and  no  one  could  avoid  seeing  it.  The  chocolate 
label,  moreover,  was  common  to  the  trade.  The  suggestion 
that  a  bar-keeper  might  pass  off  one  for  the  other,  and  that 
the  defendant  ought  to  be  held  liable  for  such  a  fraud,  was 
so  far-fetched  that  the  Court  ought  not  to  consider  it 
seriously.  Lord  Justice  Cozens-Hardy  concurred,  and  the 
appeal  was  dismissed,  with  costs,  as  also  was  the  second 
appeal  in  the  case  of  Schweppes,  Ltd.,  against  Biscombe. 

A  Reminiscence  of  the  "Tabloid"  Case. 
Mr.  Justice  Warrixc.ton,  in  the  Chancery  Division  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  November  3  and  4.  had  before  him 
an  adjourned  summons  taken  out  by  Messrs.  Thompson  & 
Capper  for  review  of  the  taxation  of  costs  in  the  action 
brought  against  them  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co..  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  Appeal  Court. 
The  objections  were  that  the  Taxing-master  ought  not  to 
have  allowed  the  costs  of  three  counsel  in  the  Appeal 
Court,  and  that  according  to  the  rules  no  allowance  ought 
to  have  been  made  for  an  item  for  "instructions  for 
brief  "  inasmuch  as  the  appeal  was  in  respect,  not  of  the 
action,  but  of  the  motion  to  strike  off. 

His  Lordship  decided  that  under  a  later  rule  than  that 
relied  on  by  the  applicants  the  Master  had  absolute 
discretion  to  allow  the  item.  As  to  the  first  objection, 
the  reply  was  that  although  it  is  usual  only  to  allow  two- 
counsel  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  the  case  the  Master  had  in  this  matter  allowed  three. 
His  Lordship  upheld  the  decision  of  the  Master  on  this 
point  also,  and  refused  the  application,  with  costs.  Mr. 
Kerly  appeared  for  the  applicants,  and  Mr.  Walter  for 
the  respondents. 

St/neeam  Bleach  Co.  t\  Clarke. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  November  4,  the  trial 
of  this  action  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Joyce.  It  appeared 
that  in  1899  the  plaintiffs  purchased  from  the  defendant, 
Daniel  Clarke,  the  business  then  carried  on  by  him  under 
the  name  of  "  Clarke's  Sunbeam  Bleach."  There  was  an 
agreement  that  defendant  was  to  be  their  manager  for  five 
years.  Shortly  before  that  time  expired  the  plaintiffs 
alleged  that  the  defendant  was  carrying  on  business  in  the 
name  of  Clarke  in  breach  of  his  agreement,  and  selling, 
among  other  thing,  "  Clarke's  Ammonia,"  one  of  the  things, 
they  had  purchased.  They  brought  an  action,  and  an 
injunction  was  granted  against  the  defendant.  The  matter 
went  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  the  full  rights  of  the 
parties  were  ordered  to  be  determined  by  this  trial.  Evi- 
dence was  given  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  defendant 
appeared  in  person.  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  granted  the  injunc- 
tion asked  for,  with  an  inquiry  as  to  damages,  and  costs. 

Milk  and  Typhoid. 
The  case  of  Frost  i:  the  Aylesbury  Dairy  Co.  again  came 
before  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  on  November  4,  when 
Mr.  Lawson  Walton,  on  behalf  of  the  company,  asked  for 
a  stay  of  execution,  for  if  the  award  of  damages  to  Mr. 
Frost  stood,  a  very  large  number  of  persons  would  be  en- 
titled to  relief.  There  are  also  questions  of  law  that  would1 
have  a  serious  effect  upon  the  company  in  their  future 
conduct  of  their  business  if  held  responsible,  as  large  dealers 
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in  milk  in  which  germs  of  disease  may  be  present,  for  all 
injury  that  might  in  consequence  ensue.  That  was  a  state 
of  law  which  had  never  been  considered,  and  on  that 
ground  he  asked  for  a  stay  of  execution  in  order  that  the 
question  might  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham  said  he  understood  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  law  persons  selling  food  were  respon- 
sible for  the  quality  of  that  food,  knowing  that  it  was 
intended  as  food  for  the  use  of  man.  The  jury  found  that 
milk  was  the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  he  gave  judgment. 
From  something  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge  since  he 
understood  that  the  question  had  never  yet  been  argued, 
and  if  counsel  wished  to  raise  a  point  that  had  never  yet 
been  argued  he  felt  he  ought  not  to  exclude  it.  A  stay  of 
execution  for  a  fortnight  was  then  granted. 

Less  of  an  Eye. 
In  the  Dublin  Court  of  Appeal  on  November  2.  before  Lords 
Justices  FitzGibbon,  Walker,  and  Holmes,  the  appeal  case 
of  Robert  Pierce  v.  Cantrell  &  Cochrane  came  on  for 
hearing.  The  defendants  appealed  from  an  order  of  Mr. 
Justice  Boyd  of  August  24,  refusing  to  remit  the  action  to 
a  lower  Court.  The  plaintiff,  working  in  an  aerated-water 
factory,  sought  to  recover  damages  for  the  loss  of  an  eye 
through  the  bursting  of  a  bottle.  The  defendants  alleged 
that  they  furnished  the  plaintiff  with  a  mask,  and  that  if  he 
had  used  the  mask  the  accident  would  not  have  occurred. 
The  Court,  without  calling  on  plaintiff's  counsel,  affirmed 
the  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Boyd  and  dismissed  the  appeal, 
with  costs. 

Appeal  Settled  out  of  Court. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Wednesday,  November  9,  before 
Lords  Justices  Stirling  and  Mathew,  the  case  of  Allen  & 
Hanburys,  Ltd.,  v.  Simpson,  which  was  an  appeal  by  de- 
fendant from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance,  was  down 
for  hearing.  Counsel  for  the  respondents  intimated  that  the 
parties  in  the  case  had  come  to  terms.  Appellant  had  inti- 
mated that  he  did  not  intend  to  support  the  appeal. 
Accordingly  counsel  asked  that  it  be  dismissed,  with  costs. 
Their  Lordships  assented. 


Pharmacy  Act  1868. 

Edinburgh  Assistants'  Cases. 
We  briefly  reported  these  last  week.  They  were  heard 
by  Sheriff  Maconochie  on  November  3.  In  the  first  case 
Alexander  Kinghorn.  assistant  to  William  Kemp,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Dalkeith,  was  charged  with  selling  oxalic  acid 
on  September  22.  he  being  an  unqualified  assistant.  Mr.  R. 
Scott  Brown,  advocate,  appeared  for  him  and  said  he  did 
not  remember  having  sold  the  oxalic  acid  and  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  selling  any  of  the  scheduled  poisons  unless 
when  his  master  was  in  the  shop.  Mr.  Brown  explained 
that  Mr.  Kemp  has  two  shops  within  150  yards  of  each 
other  in  High  Street,  Dalkeith,  and  the  practice  is  that 
if  anyone  comes  into  the  shop  where  Mr.  Kemp  is  not  at 
the  time,  with  a  prescription  or  for  a  scheduled  poison,  the 
order  is  passed  cn  to  the  shop  where  Mr.  Kemp  is.  He 
asked  the  Sheriff  not  to  leave  a  slur  cn  Kinghorn's 
character,  but  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  First 
Offenders  Act.  The  Sheriff  said  that  Act  could  not  apply 
in  a  case  like  this.  Mr.  Peter  Moriscn.  S.S.C.,  fcr  the 
prosecution,  stated  that  Mr.  Kemp  is  a  member  of  the 
Society.  The  poison  sold  was  sufficient  to  kill  five  people. 
It  had  often  been  suggested  that  the  Society  do  not  prose- 
cute their  own  members,  but  he  stated  that  they  wished  to 
carry  out  the  powers  given  to  them  under  the  Act  fairly 
and  without  respect  of  persons.  The  Sheriff  imposed  a 
penalty  of  1/.,  with  1/.  2*.  6d.  of  expenses,  with  the 
alternative  of  seven  days'  imprisonment. 
Joseph  Lynn,  an  assistant  in  Inman's  Stores,  48  Shand- 
wich  Place,  pleaded  guilty  to  having  cn  September  8  sold 
a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid,  he  being  unqualified.  Mr. 
Duncan  McLaren,  for  the  accused,  said  this  is  a  very 
large  business,  although  the  dispensing  part  is  smaller  than 
the  other  parts.  There  are  two  qualified  chemists  con- 
tinuously in  the  shop,  except  when  one  of  them  is  away 
for  dinner  or  tea.  At  the  time  when  this  sale  took  place 
the  manager  had  gone  for  tea  and  the  ether  chemist  was 
in  the  back  shop.    A  customer  came  in  for  a  shilling  bottle 


of  carbolic  acid,  and  all  the  salesman  had  to  do  was  to> 
take  it  from  the  shelf  and  hand  it  to  the  customer. 

Mr.  Morison  said  his  information  was  that  accused 
regularly  sold  poisons  when  no  qualified  assistant  was- 
present. 

The  Sheriff  imposed  a  fine  of  10?.,  with  1/.  2s.  6d.  of 
expenses,  which  was  paid. 


Dentists  Act. 

The  Glasgow  Case. 
At  Glasgow,  on  November  7,  Sheriff  Boyd  gave  judgment 
in  the  complaint  at  the  instance  of  the  Registered  Dentists' 
Protective  Association  of  Scotland  against  Oscar  Farkasch, 
who  was  charged  with  having  contravened  the  Dentists  Act 
by  carrying  on  a  dentist's  business  at  the  Hygienic  Institute, 
Elmbank  Street,  Glasgow,  he  not  being  a  registered  dentist 
(see  G.  <!•  D.,  November  5,  page  762).  The  Sheriff  held  that 
the  case  was  ruled  by  the  decision  of  the  High  Court  case 
of  Emslie  v.  Paterson,  and  said  he  must  find  that  the  prose- 
cutors had  failed  in  their  complaint.  He  was  sorry,  how- 
ever, to  have  to  come  to  such  a  decision,  as  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  public  benefit  if  people  like  the  respondent  couM 
be  suppressed.  The  Dentists  Act,  he  added,  does  not  forbid 
the  practice  of  dentistry  by  unregistered  dentists,  otherwise 
it  would  apply  to  the  respondent.  His  Lordship  had  no 
doubt  in  the  sense  of  the  Act  he  did  practise  dentistry,  bat 
he  did  not  operate  himself.  He  supplied  the  capital,  by 
which  he  employed  unregistered  persons  to  operate.  All  the 
Act  forbids  is  the  use  of  the  name,  title,  addition,  or 
description  implying  that  he  was  a  person  specially  qualified 
to  practise  dentistry.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  his  Lordship 
continued,  that  the  Act  does  not  forbid  the  practice  of 
dentistry  except  by  registered  persons.  If  it  did,  he  would 
say  that  the  public  would  be  saved  much  suffering  at  the 
hands  of  ignorant  impostors.  To  a  certain  extent  if  the 
public  have  no  remedy,  they  have  an  answer  in  that  un- 
registered dentists  are  deprived  of  the  right  to  sue  for 
their  fees  for  work  done.  If  there  were  so  many  complaints 
against  respondent,  and  others  like  him,  for  dishonest  anoT 
incompetent  work,  then  the  more  widely  the  disability  to 
sue  for  fees  was  known,  the  better.  Mr.  Spens,  advocate, 
who  represented  respondent,  asked  for  expenses,  but  his- 
Lordship  refused  the  request.  Mr.  McEwen,  agent  for  the 
prosecution,  intimated  an  appeal  to  the  High  Court. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Lithia-water. 

At  Bournemouth  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  November  8, 
before  the  Mayor  (in  the  chair),  Dr.  G.  M.  Hirons,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Hankinson,  Captain  Elwes,  Mr.  J.  J.  Allen,  and  Mr.  W. 
Hoare,  the  following  summonses  under  Section  6  of  the 
1875  Act  were  down  for  hearing  :  William  J.  McCable,  Com- 
mercial Road,  selling  potash-water  deficient  in  bicarbonate 
of  potassium;  John  Hurril,  Holdenhurst  Road,  selling 
lithia-water  devoid  of  lithia;  A.  G.  Simpson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Christchurch  Road,  selling  lithia-water  deficient 
in  lithia;  Percy  A.  Judge  and  Allan  Caudwell,  Christchurch 
Road,  selling  lithia  and  potash  water  deficient  in  their 
component  parts;  William  Bedford  and  Arthur  Burniston, 
Boscombe  Grove  Road,  selling  lithia-water  which  was  defi- 
cient ;  and  for  similar  offences,  Joseph  B.  Crawley,  South- 
Road  ;  William  Oxford,  Poole  Road  ;  Edward  J.  Thompson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Alumhurst  Road ;  and  Messrs. 
Leverett  &  Fry.  Mr.  Goringe  Smith,  assistant  solicitor  to 
the  Corporation,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Bone  appeared' 
for  the  defence.  The  case  against  Messrs.  Bedford  & 
Burniston  was  first  taken,  and  Mr.  Smith  explained  that 
a  syphon  of  lithia-water  obtained  from  them  contained 
6.4  grains  of  solids  per  pint,  3.5  grains  of  this  being  lithium 
carbonate.  He  argued  that  lithia-water  should  contain  at 
least  10  grains  of  the  latter  per  pint,  that  having  been  the 
standard  of  the  old  B.P.  He  said,  further,  that  the  article 
is  a  food  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

The  purchase  of  the  water  having  been  proved, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps,  F.I.C.,  Ph.C,  the  public  analyst, 
was  called,  and  in  the  course  of  his  evidence  said  lithia- 
water  is  a  food  according  to  the  Act,  but  medical  men  call 
it  a  drug,  and  the  standard  they  adopt  is  10  grains  per  pint, 
which  is  what  manufacturers  of  repute  adopt.  There  is, 
however,  he  said  in  cross-examination,  no  absolute  standard. 
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Dr.  Hyla  Greaves.  Dr.  J.  Steele  Dickie,  and  Dr.  P.  W.  G. 
Nunn  gave  evidence  in  support  of  the  contention  that  lithia- 
water  as  a  medicinal  beverage  or  drug  should  contain  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  lithia  to  make  it  of  value  as  a  medicine. 
Dr.  Nunn  considered  that  as  a  food  the  water  should  not 
contain  10  grains  of  lithia  per  pint. 

.Mr.  Bone,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  defence,  stated  that 
a  great  change  has  come  over  opinion,  public  and  profes- 
sional, as  to  the  use  or  value  of  these  waters.  Originally 
they  were  introduced  in  imitation  of  natural  mineral  waters, 
and  were  undoubtedly  used  as  medicines,  but  they  had 
come  to  be  taken  as  refreshing  beverages  without  advice 
from  medical  men.  and  it  was  undesirable,  therefore,  that 
they  should  be  maintained  of  a  medicinal  character.  That 
view  appeared  to  have  guided  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
authorities  in  removing  the  standards  for  lithia-water  and 
others  from  the  Pharmacopoeia.  There  were  such  standards 
in  the  1885  edition,  but  not  in  the  1898  one.  The  Bench 
were,  therefore,  invited  to  do  one  of  two  things,  to  adopt  a 
standard  set  up  by  Mr.  Cripps,  or  to  set  up  a  standard 
for  themselves. 

Mr.  Bedford  deposed  that  he  prepares  lithia-water  with 
5  to  7  grains  per  pint.  He  told  the  purchaser  of  the  sample 
that  he  did  not  sell  him  it  according  to  the  old  B.P. 
■standard.  ■ 

Dr.  Hosker,  J. P..  considered  that  lithia-water  containing 
3.5  grains  would  have  some  medicinal  effect.  The  waters 
at  Baden-Baden  contain  the  largest  quantity  of  lithia.  and 
that  is  not  quite  2  grains.  Personally  he  did  not  think 
aerated  waters  are  much  prescribed  now.  When  a  patient 
is  ordered  to  take  those  waters  it  is  rather  for  the  effer- 
vescence, which  tends  to  allay  the  irritation  in  the  stomach 
that  gouty  or  rheumatic  persons  suffer  from.  If  a  doctor 
wished  to  give  a  patient  lithia  he  would  prescribe  the  quan- 
tity for  the  chemist  to  make  up. 

Mr.  Frank  W.  Randall,  manufacturing  chemist,  Ryde, 
Isle  of  Wight,  said  that  lithia-water  is  known  to  contain 
lithia  salts  varying  from  2  to  10  grains  per  pint.  Ten 
grains,  he  considered,  would  be  too  much  to  take  as  a 
form  of  beverage. 

The  Magistrates  retired  to  consider  their  verdict,  and,  on 
returning,  the  Mayor  said  they  had  carefully  considered 
the  case,  and  while  thinking  it  a  justifiable  one  to  bring 
before  them,  in  the  absence  of  a  standard  they  felt  they 
could  not  convict. 

Mr.  Bone  asked  whether  the  Bench  would  dismiss  the 
summonses  in  which  the  facts  were  of  a  like  nature,  but 
they  decided  to  judge  each  case  separately. 

In  the  case  against  Mr.  Simpscn,  the' certificate  of  the 
analyst  showed  that  the  proportion  of  lithium  carbonate 
to  the  pint  was  less  than  half  a  grain.  Mr.  Christie,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Trevanion  (who  defended),  admitted  that 
the  label  on  the  bottle  bore  the  name  of  the  former  pro- 
prietors of  the  business.  Mr.  Trevanion  said  the  defendant 
had  now  a  proper  charging-machine.  He  argued  that,  in 
the  absence  of  standard,  the  presence  of  any  quantity  of 
lithia  constituted  lithia-water.  The  Bench  held  there 
must  be  an  appreciable  quantity  to  characterise  the  water, 
and  fined  defendant  10s.;  and  costs. 

In  Messrs.  Leverett  &  Frye's  case  a  trace  of  lithium 
carbonate  only  was  detected,  and  the  Magistrates  imposed 
a  fine  of  1/.,  and  costs. 

The  same  penalty  was  imposed  on  William  Oxford  and 
John  Han-ill.  for  selling  lithia-water  devoid  of  the  alkali: 
but  E.  J.  Thompson  got  off  with  10s.  and  costs,  as  in  his 
case  Dr.  Muter  had  found  distinct  traces  of  lithia. 

The  charge  against  Messrs.  Caudwell  &  Judge  was  for 
Selling  potash-water  containing  3.7  grains  of  potassium 
carbonate  per  pint.  Mr.  Cripps  was  of  opinion  that  it 
should  contain  not  less  than  10  grains,  and  supported  this 
contention  in  the  witness-box.  stating  that  the  B.P.  1885 
gave  30  grains  as  the  standard.  Generally  10  to  15  grains 
per  pint  is  adopted.  Mr.  Druitt  argued  that  potash- 
water,  like  lithia-water,  is  not  the  subject  of  a  standard. 
The  Magistrates  by  this  time  had  been  sitting  nearly  eight 
hours,  and  showed  signs  of  weariness.  Thev  dismissed 
this  summons,  hoping  that  this  would  be  the  last  thev 
would  hear  of  such  cases.  They  also  dismissed,  on  pay- 
ment of  costs,  the  summons  against  William  Oxford, 
(potash-water  containing  3.4  grains  of  potassium  car- 
bonate), and  W.  J.  McCable  (2.6  grainsj. 


Formaldehyde  in  Milk. 

The  Southwark  Magistrate  on  November  9  fined  two  milk- 
dealers  for  selling  milk  containing  16  of  formaldehyde  per 
million.  Dr.  Scott  Tebb.  the  borough  analyst,  considered 
that  more  than  10  parts  per  million  is  injurious.  The 
Government  chemists  had  examined  a  reserve  sample,  but 
found  it  too  far  gone  to  report  upon  definitely.  The  defence 
was  interesting.  Dr.  W.  Percy  Fox  deposed  that  formalde- 
hyde is  not  injurious  to  health,  and  he  gives  it  to  children 
who  have  diarrhoea  caused  by  bad  milk.  He  thought  milk 
should  be  preserved  with  formaldehyde.  Sir  Thomas 
Lauder  Brunton,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence  for  the 
defence,  said  the  members  of  a  Sanitary  Committee  were 
not  the  proper  persons  to  give  an  opinion  on  such  a  matter 
as  this.  He  did  not  consider  the  milk  in  question  injurious 
to  health. 

Vinegar. 

At  the  Barrow-in-Furness  Police  Court  on  November  4, 
before  the  Mayor  (Councillor  G.  S.  Heath)  and  other  magis- 
trates. Rose  Murphy,  grocer,  was  summoned  for  selling  as 
vinegar  coloured  and  tlavoured  diluted  acetic  acid.  Mr. 
C.  F.  Preston  (Town  Clerk)  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Neal,  solicitor  (instructed  by  Messrs.  W.  Pickard  &  Co., 
vinegar-manufacturers,  Sheffield),  appeared  for  the  de- 
fendant, who  pleaded  not  guilty.  The  defence  was  that 
the  vinegar  in  question  was  made  by  alcohclic  and  acetic- 
fermentation,  and  was  as  good  a  vinegar  as  could  be  ob- 
taine  1.  Evidence  for  the  defence  was  given  bv  Dr.  John  C. 
Thresh.  Mr.  H.  White,  F.C.S..  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Sutton, 
F.I.C.  In  the  result  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the  sum- 
mons, but  refused  Mr.  Neal's  application  for  costs. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
On  November  4.  Mr.  Garrett,  Stipendiary  at  the  South- 
western Police  Court,  gave  his  decision  in  the  summons 
against  Messrs.  Baker  &  Bennett,  chemists,  145  Northcote 
Road.  Battersea,  and  Mr.  William  Walsham,  their  manager, 
for  selling  camphorated  oil  18.6  per  cent,  deficient 
in  camphor.  Previous  hearings  of  the  case  (which 
was  defended  by  Mr.  ('.  H.  Kirby  for  the  CD. A.)  were 
given  in  our  issues  of  July  23  (page  122)  and  October  29 
(page  723).  Mr.  Garrett  read  a  written  judgment  as 
tollows  : 

This  is  a  summons  against  the  defendants  for  having  sold 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  camphorated  oil  which 
was  not  of  the  substance,  nature,  and  quality  demanded 
within  the  meaning-  of  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1875.  The  offence  is  not,  in  my  view  of  the 
particular  facts  of  the  case,  a  very  serious  one,  and  the 
only  importance  which  attached  to  the  case  arises  from  the 
defendants'  contention  that  there  is  no  standard  for  the 
drug  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia — a  contention  which,  if 
correct,  might  have  very  far-reaching  consequences.  Now. 
the  accuracy  of  the  analysis  is  not  disputed  viz.,  that  the 
sample  showed  a  deficiency  of  18.61  per  cent,  of  camphor 
assuming  it  was  to  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  and  had  undergone  no  material  change. 
The  question  of  how  far  any  material  change  had  in  fact 
taken  place  I  shall  deal  with  later  on.  Mr.  Kirby  put 
forward  a  number  of  objections  which  he  contended  were 
fatal  to  a  conviction  under  the  Act,  and  these  I  will  deal 
with  seriatim.  Some  of  these  I  think  I  may  describe  as 
minor  objections.  I  shall  dispose  of  these  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Mr.  Kirby  contended  in  the  first  place  that  the 
weight  of  the  entire  sample  should  have  been  stated  on  tin- 
face  of  the  certificate.  The  answer  to  that  objection  is.  I 
think,  to  be  found  in  Smcath  v.  Taylor,  which  decided  that 
the  weight  of  the  sample  need  not  be  stated  unless  it  was 
material  to  the  accuracy  of  the  analysis.  In  this  case  I 
find  as  a  fact  that  it  was  not  material.  Mr.  Kirby  then 
contended  that  the  certificate  should  deal  with  the  measure 
and  not  the  weight,  following  the  form  in  the;  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  that  the  certificate  did  not  show  how 
the  analyst  gets  the  21.38  per  cent,  by  weight  of  camphor 
referred  to  in  the  observations  of  the  certificate.  'I  hat  does 
not  in  my  opinion  affect  the  validity  of  the  certificate,  as 
the  transition  from  fluid  ounce  into  weight  was  a  men' 
matter  of  arithmetical  calculation.  I  think  the  cafe  quoted 
by  Mr.  Kirby  in  this  connection  is  clearly  distinguishable. 
This  I  think  disposes  of  what  I  ventured  to  call  the  minor 
points;  but  there  were  two  other  contentions  raited  of  a 
more  serious  character  which  I  shall  now  deal  with.  Mr. 
Kirby  asserted,  and  called  evidence  in  support  of  his  asser- 
tion, that  camphorated  oil  was  liable  to  decomposition,  and 
that  therefore  it  came  within  the  note'  to  the  form  of  the 
certificate  in  the  schedule  of  the  Act,  and  that  the  certi- 
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fieate  should  on  the  face  of  it  have  stated  that  no  change 
bad  taken  place  in  the  constitution  of  the  article  that  would 
interfere  with  its  analysis,  and  he  contended,  on  the 
authority  of  Hudson  v.  Bridge,  that  this  rendered  the  cer- 
tificate invalid.  Now,  I  may  point  out  that  the  case  of 
Hudson  v.  Bridge  did  not  actually  decide  this  point, 
although  there  is  a  strong  expression  of  opinion  by  the 
Judges.  I  need  not,  however,  discuss  the  effect  of  this 
decision,  for  I  am  satisfied  on  the  evidence  before  me  that 
camphorated  oil,  when  kept  with  care  and  under  normal 
conditions,  does  not  go  through  any  appreciable  process  of 
decomposition  such  as  could  interfere  with  the  analysis. 
It  is  quite  clear,  no  doubt,  that  if  camphorated  oil  is  ex- 
posed for  any  length  of  time  to  the  atmosphere  part  of  the 
camphor  would  disappear  through  volatilisation.  But  one 
of  the  defendants'  principal  witnesses — the  manufacturer — 
admitted  in  cross-examination  that  in  the  case  of  the 
identical  camphorated  oil,  of  which  the  oil  now  in  question 
formed  part,  no  appreciable  change  took  place  between 
May  28  and  the  date  of  the  hearing  —a  period  of  about  five 
months.  Now,  in  my  opinion,  volatilisation-decomposition 
is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  note  to  the  form  of  the 
certificate.  Evidence  was  called  on  behalf  of  the  defendants 
to  prove  that  in  course  of  time  rancidity  persisting,  as  they 
alleged,  decomposition  might  be  set  up  in  the  oil  by 
exposure  to  air  and  the  absorption  of  bacteria  ;  but  even 
the  defendants'  expert  witnesses  admitted  in  cross-examina- 
tion that  such  rancidity  as  might  possibly  occur  under 
normal  conditions  and  with  ordinary  care  would  be  so  slight 
in  character  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  analysis.  I  am  of 
opinion,  on  the  evidence  before  me,  that  camphorated  oil 
is  not  an  article  liable  to  decomposition  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  note  to  the  form  of  the  certificate  in  the  Schedule 
of  the  Act.  I  have  now  dealt  with  the  contentions  ra'sed 
by  Mr.  Kirby  with  one  exception,  which  I  venture  still  to 
consider  the  most  important— viz.,  that  there  is  no  standard 
in  the  B.P.  for  camphorated  oil.  Mr.  Kirby  relied  on  the 
case  of  Hudson  v.  Bridge  in  support  of  the  proposition. 
He  even  went  so  far  as  to  contend  that  inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  tests  to  be  found  in  connection  with  camphorated 
oil  in  the  B.P.,  this  was  conclusive  of  there  being  no 
standard.  I  cannot  accept  this  view,  which  would  embrace 
many  drugs,  such  as  the  one  I  instanced  during  the  argu- 
ment—viz., ammoniated  quinine.  The  reason  why  there 
is  no  test  appears  to  me  to  be  very  simple— namely,  that  no 
tests  are  required  in  this  particular  case.  When  a  number 
of  drugs  are  blended  which  chemically  affect  one  another 
and  produce  a  new  chemical  combination,  these  tests  are 
necessary.  But  where,  as  here,  two  simple  ingredients  are 
mixed  which  in  no  way  affect  one  another  chemically,  but 
merely  blend,  there  would  be  no  sense  in  having  tests  as 
the  result  merely  represents  the  blending  of  the  various 
ingredients.  Further,  if  the  case  of  Hudson  v.  Bridge  is 
carefully  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  judgment  of  the 
,  ef  Ju?tlce  on  this  point  rests  mainly  on  the  fact 
that  the  quantity  of  acetic  acid  in  tho  B.P.  did  not  neces- 
sarily correspond  in  quantity  with  that  which  would  be 
found  in  the  finished  article  ;  also  that  it  was  by  no  means 
clear  that  a  purchaser,  when  he  asked  for  vinegar  of  squills 
either  wanted  acetic  acid  or  knew  anything  about  the 
amount.  But  in  camphorated  oil  entirely  different  con- 
siderations apply.  The  quantity  of  camphor  prescribed  in 
^Pharmacopeia  will  certainly  correspond  with  the 
,t  \y  in-  ■  fi]?.lshed  art'cle,  and  the  camphor  formed  an 
important  ingredient,  of  the  existence  of  which  the  pur 
chaser  must  from  the  very  name  of  the  drug  be  aware  I 
am  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  case  is  not  governed  by 

two  and  a  half  guineas  costs. 


on  the  vendors'  honesty.    I  impose  a  penalty  of  20s.,  with 

Frank  Tupholme,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  298  Batter- 
sea  Park  Road  was  similarly  summoned,  and  as  the  per- 
centage of  deficiency  alleged  was  smaller,  a  fine  of  10* 
and  the  same  costs  was  imposed. 


Bankruptcies  anfc>  failures. 

FWb  A4nXAN?Er.  Fi°oEnBTST  Hendeeson  Allan,  trading  as 
Forbes  Allan  &  Co  199  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.G.,  Whole- 
sale Chemists  feundnesman.-This  debtor  attended  on  Thurs- 
day November  10,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Giffard,  at  the 
London    Bankruptcy    Court,    for    public    examination  on 

'flM'T'V*5  658MU  4(1  allcI  assets  valued  at 
that  nH,  2  W  i  t  course100nf  his-eviclence  the  debtor  stated 
that  pnor  to  February,  1901,  he  was  in  employment  as 
manager  and  inspector  of  branches  for  a  drug  company  In 


that  month,  having  a  surplus  capital  of  450/.,  he  commenced 
business  at  46  Cannon  Street,  removing  to  his  present  pre- 
mises a  year  later.  At  the  end  of  last  iviay  a  fire  occurred  on 
his  premises  which  destroyed  his  stock-in-trade,  costing 
1,200/.,  and  fittings,  etc.,  costing  50/.  He  received  700/. 
compensation  from  an  insurance  company,  and  paid  it  away 
to  various  creditors.  The  loss  sustained  through  that  fire  was 
the  cause  of  his  failure.    The  examination  was  concluded. 

lie  James  Grime,  315  Bolton  Road,  Darwen,  Drysalter  and 
Patent-medicine  Vendor. — Debtor  appeared  for  public  ex- 
amination at  Blackburn  Bankruptcy  Court  on  November  y. 
The  Official  Receiver  told  the  Registrar  that  debtor  at  the 
previous  sitting  of  the  Court  made  admissions  as  to  mis- 
representations by  him  when  borrowing  from  money-lenders. 
By  order  of  the  Court  debtor  now  furnished  an  amended 
deficiency  and  cash  account  for  the  past  twelve  months.  He 
said  he  estimated  his  deficiency  f  ir  the  last  four  vears  at  70/ 
a  year.  His  premises  were  mortgaged,  and  in  the  amended 
account  he  had  included  items  ot  mteiest  on  the  mortgage, 
but  had  not  credited  himself  with  rent,  although  he  had  not 
been  paying  rent.  He  had  not  done  tins  because  he  had  noi 
actually  received  rent.  He  estimated  his  gross  profits  at 
156/.  a  year.  The  turnover  would  be  from  500/.  to  600/.  The 
Official  Receiver  pointed  out  that  the  statements  that  he  had 
lost  70/.  a  year  and  that  his  gross  profits  were  156/.  per  annum 
were  inconsistent,  and  debtor  said  that  the  70/.  loss  each  year 
was  upon  all  his  transactions,  including  money-borrowing 
and  everything.  The  Registrar  expressed  himself  dissat.sfied 
with  the  amended  account,  and  said  debtor  should  get  assist- 
ance in  drawing  one  up. 

.  lie  Arthur  Sydney  Hanham,  late  of  4  The  Broadway,  East 
Dulwich,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — This  debtor  petitioned  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  17,  and  last  week  the 
first  meeting  of  his  creditors  was  held  there,  before  Mr.  H.  E. 
Burgess,  Assistant  Receiver.  It  appeared  that  the  debtor 
started  a  new  business  at  the  above  address  with  300/.  of  his 
own  money  and  200/.  borrowed  from  a  brother,  who  has  not 
been  repaid.  He  asserts  that  the  lessors  represented  that  they 
intended  to  continue  the  erection  of  large  shops  and  create  a 
promenade  and  market,  but  they  did  not  carry  out  their 
original  intentions,  the  result  being  that  the  want  of  trade 
necessitated  the  obtaining  of  further  capital.  After  borrow- 
ing 100/.  from  another  brother,  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  a 
purchaser  for  the  business,  but  in  spite  of  reducing  the  price  to 
250/.— a  sum  less  than  the  cost  of  the  stock  and  fixtures — he 
was  unable  to  effect  a  sale.  In  July  last  he  was  sued  by  a 
creditor,  and  the  landlords  distrained  for  57/.  5s.  in  respect  of 
three  quarters'  rent.  After  the  sale  a  balance  of  16/.  odd  was- 
found  to  be  clue  to  the  debtor,  but  a  judgment  creditor 
applied  to  garnishee  the  amount.  Shortly  after  the  seizure  by 
the  landlords  a  private  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held,  and 
it  was  decided  that  the  debtor  should  execute  a  deed  of 
assignment;  but,  one  of  the  brothers  refusing  to  sign  the 
deed,  the  arrangement  fell  through,  and  the  debtor  filed  his 
petition.  He  roughly  estimates  his  debts  at  550/.  and  his 
assets  at  23/.  Bad  trade,  excessive  rental,  and  depreciation  of 
the  property  in  consequence  of  the  lessors  omitting  to  carry 
out  their  promises  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  failure. 
In  the  absence  of  any  offer  the  case  was  left  with  the  Official 
Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  bankruptcy,  the  debtor's  public 
examination  being  fixed  for  December  1  next. 

He  Frank  Herbert  Exon,  Pier  Avenue,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Chemist  and  Druggist.— On  November  8  a  meeting  of  credi- 
tors was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver  at  Ipswich. 
The  statement  of  affairs  showed  gross  liabilities  amounting 
to  838/.  Of  that  amount  769/.  3s.  was  due  to  thirty  unsecured 
creditors,  and  19/.  to  creditors  partly  secured,  the  sum  ex- 
pected to  rank  for  dividend  being  778/.  3s.  Assets  are  esti- 
mated to  produce  167/.  2s.  4(7.  The  Official  Receiver,  in  his 
observations,  states  that  debtor,  after  visiting  many  towrs 
in  various  parts  of  England,  about  five  years  ago  visited 
Glacton,  a  d  thought  he  then  saw  a  good  opening  for  a 
chemist  s  U.s.ness.  As  a  result  he  had  a  shop  fitted  up  and 
started  business  with  a  capital  of  about  300/.  The  unsecured 
creditors  include  the  debtor's  mother  for  500/.  The  debtor 
admits  that  he  has  known  for  some  time  that  he  could  not 
pay  her,  but  said  he  felt  sure  that  she  would  never  piers  him 
for  money.  He  has  at- various  times  prepared  statements  of 
his  assets  and  liabilities,  although  he  says  thev  have  always 
been  destroyed,  but  that  the  latest  one  showed  a  considerable 
deficiency.  The  deficiency  is  accounted  for  thus  :  Excessive 
rent,  very  keen  competition,  expenses  of  illness  of  daughter, 
delay  of  shopfitteis  in  completing  contract,  whereby  a 
season's  trade  was  lost  and  large  quantities  of  goods  were 
spoiled,  "loss Of  syphons  through  theft,  etc.,  very  little  trade 
during  the. past  few  seasons.  Debtor  says  he  has  not  kept 
such  books  as  enable  him  to  show  in  detail  the.  loss  under 
each  head.  The  whole  of  the  effects  on  the  debtor's  premises 
have  been  seized  by  the  landlord  for  rent,  but  the  furniture 
was  recently  moved  to  a  private  house,  and  it  is  all  claimed 
by  the  bankrupt's  wife  under  a  formal  indenture.    With  the 
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exception  of  the  cash  creditor  previously  referred  to,  all  the 
liabilities  appear  to  be  for  Roods  supplied  to  the  debtor  in 
the  way  of  his  business.  The  principal  unsecured  creditois 
were :  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  16  Coleman  Street, 
London,  59/.;  Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Co.,  Park  Street,  South- 
ward 13/.  13*.  8c?.  ;  Mrs.  E.  F.  Exon,  49  Aston  Roau,  Bir- 
mingham, 500/.  ;  Messrs.  J.  Sanger  &  Sons,  Winsley  Street, 
W.C.,  55/.  10*.  11c?.  ;  Clacton  Graphic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Clacton-on- 
•Sea,  15/.  (about).   


JDeeos  of  Hrranocment. 

Hartill.  Ambrose,  the  Pharmacy,  Zonr  Street,  Lower  Gornall, 
Chemist  and  Drugg'st.  Trustee,  William  H.  Moore,  Im- 
perial Buildings,  Bridge  Street,  Walsall,  accountant. 
Dated,  October  27 ;  filed,  November  1.  Secured  credi- 
tors, 450/.  ;  liabilities  unsecured,  333/.  11*.  Id.  ;  estimated 
net  assets,  178/.  Among  the  creditors  are  R.  Tomlinson 
&  Son,  Birmingham,  28?.,  and  Wyleys,  Ltd.,  Coventry, 
150?. 

Jennings,  Henry  Oaorge  Herbert,  lf>8  Hockley  Hill, 
84  Winson  Green  Road,  29  Lodge  Road,  81  Newtown 
Row,  and  24  Hunter's  Lane— all  Birmingham— Chemist 
and  Druggist.  Trustee,  Elkanah  M.  Sharp,  120  Colmorc 
Row,  Birmingham,  C.A.  Dated,  October  31 ;  filed, 
November  2.  Liabilities  unsecured,  756/.  10s.  9(7.  ;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  302/.  12*.  6c/.  Assignment  upon  trust, 
etc.,  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  8s.  in  the 
pound  by  three  equal  instalments  at  three,  six,  and  nine 
months  from  date  hereof.  The  last  payment  further 
secured  by  a  deposit  with  Trustee  of  100/.  Certain  family 
creditors  postpone  their  claims.  The  creditors  include  : 
J.  C.  &  J.  Field,  11/.  ;  D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd.,  10/.  ;  Tucker 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  100/. ;  Kerfoot  &  Co.,  100/.  ;  Midland  Vinegar 
Co.,  26/.;  Bovril,  Ltd.,  31?.;  Southall  Brothers  &  Bar- 
clay, Ltd.,  24/.;  E.  Woolf,  18/.;  Wyleys,  Ltd.,  65?.; 
Townsend  &  Son,  20?.  ;  Evans  Sons  Leschcr  &  Webb, 
Ltd.,  180?. 

Swain,  John,  and  Swain,  Mary  Jane,  (his  wife).  201  Great 
Ancoats  Street,  Manchester,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Trustee,  William  W.  Martin,  55  Market  Street,  Man- 
chester, accountant.  Dated,  November  2 ;  filed,  Novem- 
ber 7.  Liabilities  unsecured  106?.  6*. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  45?. 

"Willoug-bby,  Bartholomew  Josspta,  10  Ffovchaman  Road, 
Cwmaman,  near  Aberdare,  Druggist.  Trustee,  William 
T.  Morgan,  Weatheral  Street,  Aberdare,  accountant- 
Dated,  October  26;  filed,  November  2.  Liabilities  un- 
secured, 86?.  12*.  2<?.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  35?.  The 
creditors  include  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  22?. 


(Sa3Cttc. 

Partnership  Dissolved. 
JVXagauran,  J.,  and  McOrenahan,  W.  P.,  Wolverhampton, 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  general  medical  practitioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Oeder  and  Adjudication. 
Trout,   Gsorge,  East    Stonehouse,   Devon,   mineral- water 
manufacturer  and  confectioner. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRcws. 


Heaver  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  500/.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the.  business  carried  on  by  E.  S.  Sugden  at 
11  Fawcett  Road,  Southsea,  and  elsewhere,  and  to  carry  on 
the  same  and  the  business  of  artificial-teeth  manufacturers, 
dealers  in  anatomical  and  surgical  appliances  and  instru- 
ments, dentists,  dental  surgeons,  etc.  Registered  office, 
11  Fawcett  Road,  Southsea. 

Fireproof  Celluloid  Syndicate,  Ltd.— Capital  15,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  A.  Luft, 
H.  C.  Woltereck,  J.  Swinburne,  W.  R.  Cooper,  and  G.  H. 
TJaillie,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers' in  fireproof  celluloid,  chemical  compounds,  varnishes, 
etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint 
-the  first  directors.  Qualification,  200  shares.  Registered 
-office,  82  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Saline  Deposits  Utilisation  Syndicate,  Ltd.— Capital 
15.000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  any  invention  in 
relation  to  the  extraction  or  preparation  of  nitrates  or  similar 
salts,  in  particular  to  acquire  from  W.  A.  Maxwell  the  benefit 
of  a  certain  existing  invention,  to  acquire  and  turn  to  account 
any  properties  containing  minerals,  nitrates,  or  salts  of  any 


kind,  etc.    The  first  directors  are  W.  A.  Maxwell,  E.  Davis- 
son,  and  F.  P.  Browne. 

Angela  Health  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  company  of  the  same 
name,  now  belonging  to  H.  Green,  with  the  recipes,  processes 
of  manufacturing,  and  right  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
"Angela's  liver-pills,"  "Angela's  vitalizer,"  and  "Angela's 
anaemic  tonic  and  nerve-tablets,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with 
the  said  H.  Green  for  the  sale  to  this  company  of  the  said 
business  in  cons  deration  of  1,650  fully  paid  shares,  and  to 
carry  on  the  businefs  of  patent-med:cmo  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  chemists,  druggists,  dnsalters,  manufactuicis  of 
and  dealers  in  preparations  and  foods  for  invalids  and  con- 
valescents, etc.  The  first  subscribers  are:  II.  Green,  23  lit. 
Castle  Street,  W.,  advert  sing-agent ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  H.  Green  ; 
Violet  E.  Claridge,  C.  H.  Rage,  Major  H.  K.  Oram  ;  »S. 
Dickins,  9  Quality  Court,  W.C.,  solicitor ;  and  W.  W. 
Cresswell,  1  Staple  Inn,  W.C.,  solicitor.  No  initial  public 
issue.  The  first  directors  are  H.  H.  Green  and  H.  K.  Oram. 
Qualification,  £0  shares;  remuneration  100/.  per  annum  (150/. 
for  the  chairman)  and  any  further  sums  voted  by  the  company 
after  20  per  cent,  has  been  paid  on  the  issued  capital. 
Registered  office,  263  Regent  Street,  W. 

I.  V.  O.  Kill-All  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  2,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  acejuirc  as  a  going  concern  the  busi- 
ness of  the  I.  V.  O.  Kill-All  Chemical  Co.,  now  carried  on  at 
Burmantof ts,  Leeds,  to  adopt  an  agreement  between  H.  C. 
Ivinson,  H.  H.  G!  led  hill,  and  A.  J.  Hall  of  the  first  part, 
H.  C.  Ivinson  of  the  second  part,  and  C.  Bettison,  A.  Paley, 
and  F.  C.  Edwards  of  the  third  part,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  cf  manufacturing  chemists,  wholesale  druggists, 
drug-grinders,  importers,  exporters,  and  manufacturers  of 
pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  and  chemical  preparations,  pro- 
prietary articles,  medicinal  capsules,  and  surgical,  electrical, 
scientific,  and  other  apparatus  and  materials,  etc.  The  first 
subscribers  are:  C.  Bettison,  Dyne'.ey  House,  Chapel  Aller- 
ton,  Leeds,  fruit  salesman;  Mrs.  Bettison;  A.  Paley,  High- 
field,  Harehills  Lane,  Leeds,  fruit  merchant;  Mrs.  Paley; 
F.  C.  Edwards,  5  Chapeltown  Road,  Leeds,  nurseryman  and 
seedsman  ;  Mrs.  Edwards;  and  H.  C.  Ivinson,  18  Ellers  Road, 
Leeds,  chemist.  No  initial  public  issue.  1  he  first  directois 
are  C.  Bettison,  A.  Paley,  and  F.  C.  Edwards.  H.  C.  Ivinson 
is  manager,  with  a  minimum  salary  of  ?.r:0l.  per  annum  and 
20  per  cent,  of  the  ret  nrofits.  Registered  office,  2  Argyle 
Road,  Burmantofts,  Leeds. 

John  McMillan,  Ltd. — Registered  in  Scotland.  Capital 
10,000/.,  in  £00  5-per-cent.  cumulative  preference  shares  of 
10?.  each,  and  5,000  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each.  Objects  :  To 
acquire  and  take  over  as  a  going  concern  and  to  carry  on  tho 
business  of  manufacturing  and  dispensing  chemists  and  drug- 
gists and  dealers  in  medicines,  perfumes,  and  surgical  and 
toilet  sundries  now  carried  on  by  the  trustees  of  the  late  John 
McMillan  at  17  Great  Western  Road  and  8  Buckingham 
Buildings,  Hillhead,  Glasgow,  and  to  carry  on  as  a  joint- 
stock  company  limited  the  businesses  of  pharmaceutical  or 
d  spens  ng  or  manufacturing  chemists  and  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  importe:s  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  medi- 
cines, drugs,  and  chemicals;  an  agency  or  registry  for 
effecting  the  sale  or  transfer  of  medical  practices  or  chemists' 
and  druggists'  businesses,  and  for  effecting  engagements  of 
persons  as  medical  pract.tioners  or  assistants,  or  chemists  or 
chemists'  assistants,  or  nurses;  nursing  home,  sanatorium,  or 
curative  retreat,  etc.  Ihe  first  subscribers  are:  Elizabeth 
McMillan,  widow,  Cambuslang;  All.yco  McMillan,  spinster, 
Cambuslang;  Elizabeth  Wilson  McMillan,  spinster,  Cambus- 
lang; David  McMillan,  chemist,  17  Great  Western  Road, 
Glasgow  ;  Walter  Rounsfell  Brown,  writer,  Glasgow  ;  W. 
McMillan,  bank  accountant,  London  :  and  Mrs.  E.  J. 
McMillan,  London.   Office,  17  Great  Western  Road,  Glasgow. 


Apoi.linaris  and  JohannI3,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  de- 
clared interim  dividends  for  the  six  months  ended  Septem- 
ber 30  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  tho  rate  of  5  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

German  Chemical  Companies'  Amalgamation. — The  consoli- 
dation process  observable  in  the  German  chemical-industry  is 
to  be  furthered  by  the  acquisition  of  the  Dortmund  firm  of 
Schwartz  &  Co.  by  the  Hermelingen  Chemical-factory  (lale 
Rudolf  Grcvenberg  &  Co.). 


Pharmacy  Act  Infringement.— Marion  Watson,  assistant  in 
Dr.  Millar's  drug-shop,  323  Springburn  Road,  in  Glasgow 
Sheriff's  Court  on  Thursday,  November  10,  admitted  con- 
travening the  Pharmacy  Act  by  selling  a  quantity  of  mor- 
phine, she  not  being  a  registered  chemist.  The  prosecutor 
stated  that  defender  could  not  plead  ignorance,  aS(  tho 
bottle  containing  the  morphine  was  labelled  "  Poison."  A 
fine  of  21.,  with  22*.  6<?.  of  expenses,  was  imposed. 
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Grafcc  Motes. 


Luce's  Eau  de  Cologne  is  now  under  the  patronage  of 
H.R.H.  Princess  Christian. 

Messrs.  C.  Mangold  &  Co.,  9  Minting  Lane,  E.G.,  in- 
form us  that  they  will  continue  to  supply  the  special  brands 
of  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  sugars  which  they  have 
previously  handled. 

"  Ung.  Malcolm  Morris,  No.  5,"  is  the  label  on  a 
"  collapsube  "  which  comes  to  us  from  the  firm  of  William 
Martindale,  10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.  In  our  last 
issue  we  printed  a  note  (page  778)  about  Mr.  Morris's 
observations  on  pruritus  ani,  giving  some  of  his  prescrip- 
tions for  the  tieatment  thereof.  The  firm  are  now  prepar- 
ing for  Mr.  Morris  the  six  ointments,  which  they  pack  in 
collapsubes  with  rectal  attachment,  this  being  an  excellent 
manner  for  using  the  preparations. 

Donovan's  Solution  in  tabloid  form  is  the  latest  pro- 
duction of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  Each  tab- 
loid represents  5  minims  of  liq.  arsenii  et  hydrargyri 
iodidi  of  a  twenty-second  of  a  grain  each  ot  arsenious  iodide 
and  mercuric  iodide.  The  tabloids  are  sent  out  in  bottles 
of  100.  The  firm  have  given  the  Missions  to  Seamen  Society 
a  case  of  "  tabloid  "  medicines  with  a  copy  of  their  "  Brief 
Medical  Guide  for  Explorers,  Missionaries,  &c,"  as  outfit 
for  the  Bristol  Channel  Mission  Steamer  Eirene  in  her  visits 
to  lightships  and  other  vessels  in  the  outer  anchorages,  for 
use  by  the  Roadstead  Chaplain  of  the  Missions  to  Seamen. 

English  Shopfitting  is  appreciated  in  France  by  phar- 
macies that  cater  for  English  custom.  Messrs.  Bowling  & 
Son,  shopfitters,  22  Gun  Street,  Brushfield  Street, 
Bishopsgate,  E.,  have  just  completed  the  fitting  of  a 
chemist  shop  for  M.  E.  Guerlin,  of  Calais.  This  pharmacy, 
d  1' Anglais,  is  fitted  in  polished  Cuba  mahogany  with  bevel- 
mirror  pier  cases,  cornices,  and  tablet-pediments.  There 
are  a  dispensing-counter  and  the  usual  perfume-cases.  The 
writing  on  the  embossed  tablets  is  in  English,  but  the 
drawers  are  labelled  in  Latin.  The  tout  ensemble  is  ex- 
cellent, and  the  work  compares  very  favourably  with 
French  cabinet-work.  The  townspeople  regard  the  shop  as 
a  decided  acquisition  to  the  business-premises  of  Calais. 

Aerators,  Ltd.,  have  met  a  little  difficulty  that  has  arisen 
in  this  year's  form  of  the  sparklet  syphon.  Some  who  use 
the  aerated  water  sparingly  and  then  allow  it  to  stand  for 
a  day  or  two,  have  found  that  when  it  was  mixed  with 
whisky  the  draught  looked  blue.  This  was  due  to  the 
water  getting  into  the  inside  of  the  CO,  bulb,  and  dis- 
solving a  trace  of  iron.  The  company  have  now  quite 
overcome  the  difficulty  by  inserting  a  valve  in  the  pin,  which 
prevents  the  return  of  water  to  the  bulb.  The  syphons  are 
now  sent  out  with  full  instructions  as  to  use,  and  especially 
in  regard  to  renewing  the  pin.  As  customers  here  and 
there  have  experienced  the  slight  objection  referred  to,  it 
would  be  well  for  all  chemists  who  stock  sparklets  to  "  post" 
themselves  on  the  topic,  and  Aerators,  Ltd.,  will  give  them 
every  assistance. 

Vapour-baths. — The  rheumatism,  sciatica,  and  lumbago 
season  is  now  on,  and  heat  m  a  variety  of  forms  is  indicated 
as  a  cure.  One  of  the  handiest  and  most  agreeable  ways  of 
applying  hot  air  for  such  complaints  is  by  means  of  bath- 
cabinets.  The  Century  Thermal  Bath  Cabinet,  Ltd.,  of 
203-205  Regent  Street,  W.,  have  a  series  of  cabinets,  costing 
from  25s.  to  10/.  10s'.,  that  apparently  serve  the  purposes 
required  if  we  may  judge  by  the  numbers  of  testimonials 
from  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  and  women  who  write 
of  their  merits  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  list  of 
physicians  and  distinguished  personages  who  are  using 
these  cabinets  is  a  guarantee  of  their  appreciation,  and  the 
cabinets  are  articles  that  chemists  can  sell.  The  new 
patented  "  four-top-flaps  "  for  these  cabinets  are  designed 
for  the  gradual  cooling-off  of  the  bather,  in  order  that  risks 
from  cold  may  be  avoided. 

London-made  Soda-fountains. — Messrs.  Stiles,  Ltd.,  of 
72-74  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  inform  us  that  they  have 
severed  all  connection  with  the  American  Soda-fountain  Co., 
of  New  York,  and  will  not,  therefore,  transact  any  business 
on  their  behalf  in  future.  There  will  be  no  change  in  the 
business  of  Stiles,  Ltd.,  which  will  remain  under  the  same 


management  and  at  the  same  address.  Stiles,  Ltd.,  are 
now  placing  on  the  market  a  new  soda-fountain — made  in 
London  on  the  American  system — to  be  called  the  "Stiles' 
Purity  Fountain,"  for  which  they  claim  unique  perfection 
in  construction.  The  fact  that  freights  on  American  finished 
fountains,  and  on  marble,  metalwork,  carving,  etc.,  will  be- 
considerably  lessened  now  that  the  fountains  are  home- 
made will  have  a  material  tendency  to  lessen  the  retail  cost — 
a  not  unimportant  point.  The  other  American  agencies  of 
Stiles,  Ltd.,  will  be  in  no  wise  affected  by  the  change. 

Almanacks  for  1905. — Novelty  in  almanacks  is  by  no 
means  prolific,  but  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  succeeds  in  having 
something  fresh  every  year.  We  have  before  us  a  specimen- 
of  the  handsome  booklet  he  has  prepared  for  MCMV.  It 
measures  6  inches  by  4f  inches,  and  there  are  twenty-four 
pages  in  it  besides  the  cover.  It  is  beautifully  printed  on 
art  paper,  and  contains  good  illustrations  and  interesting 
matter  to  read.  Besides  "useful  information"  there  are 
crisply  written  articles  on  radium  (with  picture  of  Madame 
Curie  in  her  laboratory),  compressed  gases,  synthetic  pro- 
ducts, and  wireless  telegraphy  (fully  illustrated).  It  is, 
good  for  chemists  to  have  such  popular  science  in  their 
almanacks  :  customers  like  to  feel  that  their  chemist  is  a 
man  who  ke«ps  himself  in  touch  with  scientific  progress, 
and  Mr.  Wootton,  who  makes  almanacks  a  hobby,  knows 
that,  hence  the  distinctive  character  of  his  almanacks.  Any 
of  our  readers  can  get  a  sample  and  prices  by  writing  to 
Mr.  Wootton,  Barrymore,  North  Finehley,  London,  N. 


Business  Cbanocs. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements> 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  G.  A.  Sanderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Clarkson,  at  94  Richmond  Road, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 

Mr.  Frank  White  has  purchased  the  business  at 
137  High  Street,  Tewkesbury,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr. 
George  R.  Barlow,  chemist  and  druggist. 

New  business  premises  have  been  opened  at  4  Peahen 
Buildings,  London  Road,  St.  Albans,  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Shields, 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  the  Discount  Drug-stores. 

Mr.  F.  E.  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  business  at  4  Mitre  Terrace,  Tooting,  S.W.,  formerly 
belonging  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Ford,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  George  R.  Barlow,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Tewkesbury,  has  taken  over  his  father's  business  (known 
as  "  H.  Barlow  &  Son")  at  41  West  Street,  Congleton. 

Mr.  Theo.  E.  Dearden.  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
acquired  the  business  at  159  Woodhouse  Lane,  Leeds, 
formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  L.  S.  Bentley,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  James  Wilson  Drinkwater,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Manchester,  has  disposed  of  the  Chorlton-cum-Hardy 
branch  of  his  business,  through  the  agency  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Tomlinson  &  Son,  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Edwards,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  Fallowfield. 

The  Acton  Hill  Pharmacy,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr. 
E.  Haynes,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  acquired  by 
Mr.  W.  E.  D.  Shirtliff,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  Mr. 
Ernest  W.  Smith.  It  will  be  carried  on  as  "  Shirtliff 
&  Co."  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Matthews,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Hoyland 
and  Elsecar,  near  Barnsley,  has  purchased  the  old-estab- 
lished business  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  VviUey,  chemist,  at 
High  Street,  Hoyland.  Messrs.  Thomas  Tomlinson  &  Son, 
29  New  Cannon  Street,  Manchester,  made  the  valuation. 

The  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  B.  Armstrong,  at 
146  Aurelian  Terrace,  Fort  Street,  South  Shields,  has 
been  purchased  by  Mr.  William  Ward,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, formerly  of  Messrs.  Mawson  &  Swan's,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  .  In  future  the  business  will  be  known  as 
"  The  North  Marine  Park  Pharmacy." 
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personalities. 


In  reporting  the  death  of  Mr.  Hermann  Graf,  we 
slated  that  he  had  been  three  years  in  Uganda.  This  was 
an  error  for  three  months. 

.  Me.  L.  Stuart  MacPhail,  of  Aerators.  Ltd.,  sails  by 
the  Kildonan  Castle  for  South  Africa,  on  a  business  visit, 
during  which  he  will  call  on  chemists  in  the  four  Colonies. 

Mb.  Joseph  Fels,  who  has  lent  to  the  Poplar 
Guardians  100  acres  free  for  three  years,  and  1,000  acres 
to  the  proposed  Joint  Board  of  London  authorities,  is  the 
head  of  Fels-Naptha,  39  Wilson  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Reynolds,  of  Heaton  Mersey,  a  director  of 
Hearon.  Squire  &  Francis,  Ltd.,  London,  and  widely  known 
in  the  wholesale  drug-trade  in  the  North-West  and  Mid- 
lands, has  been  placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  the  city  of  Manchester. 

Mr.  T.  Gordon  Heighington  ceased  to  manage  the 
drug  department  of  Harrod's  Stores  last  Saturday.  Before 
he  left  his  colleagues  in  the  department  presented  him 
with  a  valuable  smoker's  set,  and  later  on  the  heads  of 
all  departments  in  the  stores  met  in  the  Torino  Restaurant, 
opposite,  to  wish  Mr.  Heighington  good-bye.  R$r.  William 
Kibble,  the  oldest  buyer,  presided,  and,  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  other  buyers,  presented  Mr.  Heighington  with  a 
valuable  Old  English  chime  dock,  and  an  illuminated 
address  signed  by  all  the  buyers. 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Deuce,  M.A.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Oxford,  exhibited  and  described  to  the  Linnean  Society  on 
November  3.  at  Brirlington  House,  a  new  British  grass, 
Kceleria  valesiaca.  It  was  originally  found  by  Dillenius  in 
1726.  but  not  published.  Recently,  in  preparing  his  memoir 
and  account  of  the  herbalist  Dillenius,  which  is  shortly  to  be 
published  by  the  Clarendon  Press,  Mr.  Druce  came  across  a 
grass  which  he  saw  was  not  one  described  as  British,  and 
identified  it  with  Gaudin's  Kceleria  valesiaca,  and  has  since 
been  fortunate  enough  to  find  it  in  Somersetshire,  where 
Dillenius  originally  gathered  it  178  years  ago. 

Mn.  W.  A.  Davies.  of  Messrs.  Raimes.  Clark  &  Co.. 
Edinburgh,  is  one  of  the  very  .small  band  of  drug-trae'e 
veterans  who  have  celebrated  their  jubilee  in  connection 
with  one  firm.  The  last  we  recorded  was  Mr.  C.  A.  John- 
stone, of  Manchester.  There  seems  a  natural  compensa- 
tion in  migration  of  talent,  for  Mr.  Davies  is  a  Birken- 
head man,  born  there  seventy  years  ago,  and  after  serving 

his  apprenticeship  with 
Mr.  J.  Beale,  chemist. 
Wrexham,  he  went  to 
Edinburgh  on  October  26. 
1854.  as  an  assistant  to 
Messrs.  Raimes,  Blah- 
shards  &  Co.,  as  the  firm 
was  then.  So  he  has 
seen  many  changes.  Old 
Richard  Raimes  was  at 
that  time  cne  of  the  props 
of  the  _  North  British 
Branch,  just  as  his  part- 
ner George  Blanshard  was 
later  (Thomas  Blanshard 
was  not  so  active  pharma- 
ceutically).  The  business 
of  his  firm  was  different 
in  character  then  from 
what  it  is  now;  all  the  Taddy  snuff  that  went  to  Scotland 
(a  great  place  for  sneeshin')  went  through  their  hands;  so 
did  Colman's  mustard  and  other  staples  of  the  heavy 
order;  while  Scotch  business  in  "patents"  was  almost 
confined  to  the  Smith's  Place  house.  Changes  were  in- 
evitable, for  pharmacy  and  the  drug-trade  have  changed, 
and  Mr.  Davies  has  been  througli  them  all.  With  the 
death  of  the  founders  and  of  Mr.  Richard  Raimes.  jun.. 
the  old-established  business  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Richard  Clark,  who  in  1888  took  Mr.  Davies  and  the  late 
Mr.  W.  Duff  into  partnership.  The  management  prac- 
tically devolves  upon  Mr.  Davies,  who  is  much  beloved  by 
the  staff.  One  of  his  sons  has  been  with  the  firm  for 
twenty-six  years,  and  another  is  a  major  in  the  Artillery 
Volunteers  at  Singapore. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

Bovril  at  Barnsley. 

Sie, — On  reading  this  paragraph  in  your  present  issue 
I  wondered  if  Barnsley  is  a  specially  favoured  town  and 
different  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  My  invoices  have  the 
following  notice  :  "  Bovril  is  sold  on  condition  that  it  is 
not  to  be  retailed  under  the  following  minimum  prices  :' 
6i</..  lli,d..  Is.  9//..  and  2s.  How  is  it  that  the 

Barnsley  chemists  may  sell  at  5d.,  10d.,  Is.  6d..  and 
2s.  8//.,  the  lowest  cost-price? 

Yours  truly, 

London,  November  7.  K.'  D.  H.  (39/9.) 

"  Send"  by  Post  Costs  a  Penny. 
Sir, — We  submit  the  subjoined  to  your  notice,  as  showing 
a  new  light  on  written  orders,  and  one  which  we  think 
is  not  generally  understood.  We  forwarded  the  order  as 
shown,  and  on  the  envelope  being  returned  to  us  pinned  to 
invoice,  we  furnished  the  enclosed  copy  to  the  postmaster 
at  Manchester,  asking  for  an  explanation. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Gran  ville  Wood  &  Co:  1 

Messrs.  —  if'  Co. 

.Send  -      ''  '•  : 

10  act.  Lard  (best  refined). 


Post  Office,  Manchester,  28  Oct..  '04. 
Gentlemen,-  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant, 
the  writing  "send"  on  the  enclosed  document  is  in  excess 
of  that  allowed  by  the  regulations  shown  at  page  4  of  the 
"  Post  Office  Guide."  and  the  packet  was  therefore  correctly 
charged  with  letter  postage.  I  may  add  that  if  the  word 
"  send  "  were  inserted  by  means  of  a  hand  stamp  the  packet 
would  be  admissible  by  the  halfpenny  post. 
1  am.  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
John  Phillips. 
Postmaster  and  Surveyor  of  Manchester  and  District.  1 
Messrs.  G.  Wood  &  Co. 

The  Bronchitis-cure. 
Sir. — In  your  legal  column  of  this  week's  issue  you 
reply  to  "  S.  W.  J."  re  goods  sent  which  were  not  ordered! 
1  would  like  to  state  that  the  method  I  adopted  with  the 
same  goods  was  to  pack  them  up  again  and  send  them 
back,  carriage  forward,  with  a  note  to  say  that  we  did 
not  do  business  on  those  lines,  and  had  no  sympathy  with 
such  methods. 

Yours  faithfully. 
Middlesbrough,  November  5.  Colin  M.  Barnes.  '' 

Sir, — The  complaint  of  chemists,  particularly  in  Eng- 
land, against  medical  men  dispensing  their  medicines  is  a 
fair  one,  but  is  this  practice  likely  to  be  cured  by  chemists 
encouraging  the  sale  of  nostrums?  Certainly  not.  1  have 
received  a  parcel  of  goods  unasked  for  from  an  Australian 
firm,  who  say  in  a  circular  letter  "  In  compliance  with 
many  urgent  requests  we  are  placing  these  articles  on  the 
market."  Chemists  are  not  humbugged  by  that  stereo- 
type assertion,  and  they  should  object  to  this  system  of 
sending  goods  unasked  for,  whether  on  sale  or  return,  or 
not.  This  way.  of  forcing  chemists  to  stock  ..nostrums 
should  be  stamped  out.  Jt  we  can  stop  .the  extraordinary 
Hood  of  American  and  other  quackery  it  is  our  duty  to  do 
so  for  our  own  salvation  and  the  respectability  of  our 
business.  They  used  to  be  advertised  "To  Le  had  of  all 
respectable  chemists,'-'  now  the  respectable  chemist,  is 
dropped  out.  Thanks  for  that  :  better  that  the  stores 
should  supply  green  pills  for  green  people.  If  chemists 
are  to  be  vendors  of  quackery  and  wholesale  manufac- 
turers' preparations,  what  is  the  good  of  all  the  labour  and 
expense  of  pharmaceutical  examinations?  ..    .  . 

Dundee,  November '8'.  Charles  Keek. 
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Disciplinary  Powers. 

SIK; — The  illustration  with  which  the  editorial  in  the 
('.  &  1).  for  November  5  opens  does, not  to  me  justify  the 
editorial  inferences  drawn  from  it.  Taking  the  circum- 
stances as  they  are  related,  they  suggest  that  the  examiner 
was  more  concerned  with  the  legal  obligation  of  the  Board 
to  examine  the  inebriated  candidate  than  with  the  general 
ethical  consideration  of  the  latter's  moral  fitness  for  the 
process.  And  this  is  precisely  what  I  should  look  for  from 
a  circumspect  fellow-countryman,  especially  if  a  Low- 
lander,  with  all  the  latter's  constitutional  tenour  of  acting 
ultra  hires.  If  the  venerable  gentleman  really  meant  that 
no  physical  or  moral  defect  should  incapacitate  a  person 
from  being  put  on  the  register  or  remaining  permanently 
registered,  I  am  moved  to  insist,  even  if  the  authority 
were  as  venerable  as  Mcthusaleh,  that  he  was  speaking 
nonsense — a  feat  which  even  examiners  have  been  known 
to  perform  as  well  before  as  after  dinner.  For  the  rest, 
I  demur  entirely  to  the  editorial  view  that  the  super- 
position upon  the  Council  of  the  disciplinary  powers  indi- 
cated would  necessarily,  or  even  contingently,  endanger 
or  subvert  the  existing  statutory  rights  and  functions  of 
the  Society.  On  the  contrary,  I  regard  such  a  develop- 
ment as  complementary  to  the  whole  antecedent  course  of 
legislative  and  professional  progress.  The  rights  con- 
ferred on  chemists  and  druggists  by  the  Act  of  1868 
although,  unhappily,  not  ensured  to  them,  are  essentially 
of,:a  </i/(7<i-professional  character,  and  all  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  pre- 
sumes to  do  is  to  carry  the  principle  of  the  Act  a  step 
farther.  .  Yours  faithfully, 

Glasgow,  November  8.  J.  P.  Gilmour. 

Linimentum  Saponis. 
Sir, — Under  the  heading  "Laboratory  Notes,"  on 
page  778  of  your  last  issue,  Mr.  Judd  Lewis  descants  on 
the  preparation  of  linimentum  saponis.  The  procedure 
adopted  by  him-. may,  or  may  not,  be  very  ingenious ;  but 
since  by  putting  all  the  ingredients  together  in  a  suitable 
receptacle,  and  stirring-  occasionally  during  a  few  hours. 
one1  obtains  complete  solution,  I  fear  most  people  will  not 
gt>:  to;  the  extra  trouble  entailed  by  his  method — least- 
ways, not  on  a  manufacturing  scale.  As  regards  ext. 
cinchohre  liq.,  I  imagine  its!  miscibility  with  water  or 
aqueous  liquids  to  be  a  desideratum.  The  addition  of  the 
tincture  would  not  assist  in  this  direction.  1  can  endorse 
the  remark-  that  spt.  ammonia?  aromat.  .when  prepared 
according  to  the  B.P.  directions  has  a  density  0.895  to 
0.896,  but  this  is  out  of  agreement  with  the  limits  pre- 
scribed under  ■"  Characters  and  tests "  :  is  such  a  spirit 
••  IU\ '  ?  •  Yours  faithfully, 

London,  November  9.  Geo.  E.  Pearso.w 

To  Bargain  or  Not. 
Sir,— The  President's  frank  words  have  cleared  the  air, 
for  it  has  been  anything  but  pleasant  lately  to  know  that 
there  was  evert  a  slight  danger  of  matters  being  postponed 
to  a  crisis,  the  precipitancy  of  which  would  in  all  probability 
leave  the  members  of  the  trade  without  a  voice  in  the  matter. 
That  we  cannot  bargain  where  a  principle  is  concerned 
scarcely  needs  repetition,  but  a  way  may  yet  be  found  out 
of  the  difficulty.  We  may  strengthen  a  principle  without 
losing  it. '  All  Clause  7  needs  is  more  principle.  Our  posi- 
tion under  the  clause  as  it  stands  is  not  quite  rational.  We 
claim  that  a  man  who  has  passed  an  examination  and  has 
thus  earned  certain  distinctions  and  titles  should  have  the 
exclusive  right  to  them.  As  an  individual  he  is  not  per- 
mitted in  any  way  to  promote  practice  "by  proxy"  or  to 
"  cover  "  an  unqualified  person.  Clause  7  would  enable  a 
board  of  qualified  directors  to  "cover"  hundreds  of  un- 
qualified shareholders.  A  shareholder  is,  strictly  speaking, 
a  partner.  We  consider  Clause  7  as  it  stands  a  practical 
solution  of  the  problem  because  the  ordinary  shareholder 
does  not  necessarily  control  a  business.  It  is  not  a  complete 
solution.  The  suggestions  from  those  who  oppose  Clause  7 
point  a  moral.  The  principle  is  not  complete,  hence  the 
argument  that  "one  qualified  director  would  do"  (the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge).  A  complete  or  perfect  clause  would 
be  one  which  would  make  it  illegal  for  a  company  to  admit 
an  unqualified  shareholder.  Clause  7  draws  the  line  at  the 
directorate  in  order  to  meet  the  difficulty  with  regard  to 
vested  interests — an  insurmountable  one.  But  directors 
have  vested  interests  (and  salaries),  hence  their  opposition. 


We  say  a  company  can  be  reorganised,  but  not  suppressed. 
By  reorganisation  a  director  would  retain  his  shares,  but 
would  lose  his  salary.  Both  are  vested  interests.  It  is 
clear,  then,  that  Clause  7  does  not  protect  the  vested  in- 
terests of  directors  in  toto.  The  question  is,  How  can  these 
interests  be  met?  We  should  perfect  Clause  7  and  thus, 
prevent  the  formation  of  new  companies,  except  those  com- 
posed of  qualified  directors  and  shareholders  only.  It 
should  also  be  provided  that  no  fresh  shares  could  be  nego- 
tiated by  an  existing  company  unless  the  same  stipulation 
.were  observed.  A  bond-fide  life-director  of  an  existing 
company  might  be  registered  and  retain  his  position  under 
certain  conditions,  which  would  protect  vested  interests, 
provided  the  public  were  safeguarded  and  the  question  of 
titles  duly  adjusted.  Practically  it  would  seem  that  to 
i  put  this  extremely  difficult  and  vitally  important  matters 
right,  and  in  order  to  restore  the  principle  which  Parlia- 
ment sought  to  establish  in  1867,  we  shall  be  obliged  to- 
proceed  pretty  much  on  the  same  lines — reorganise  existing 
companies,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable  and  just,  and  make 
for  the  future  the  ordeal  of  the  examination-room,  as  obli- 
gatory for  those  who  would  practise  or  enjoy  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  pharmacists  in  connection  with  limited 
liability  as  for  those  who  would  prefer  individual  or  personal, 
practice.  This  would  be  better  than  a  curriculum  with  a 
"way  out."  Faithfully  yours, 

Penzance,  November  9.  Walter  H.  Keen. 


Legal  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "  Liable  "  or  "Not  liable  "  to  medicine  stamp- 
duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and  with  a  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the  marked  ones,  if  desired. 


38/35.  Delta. — The  validity  of  a  British  patent  is  never 
known  until  it  is  tried  by  the  Law  Courts.  In  many  cases 
patents  are  prima  facie  valid,  but  in  most  they  are  not. 
The  case  which  you  describe  appears  to  be  in  the  latter 
category,  but  whether  it  would  be  worth  your  while 
defending  any  legal  action  is  another  matter.  That  is  a 
point  which  you  should  carefully  consider. 

233/37.  T.  B. — You  are  acting  quite  in  accordance 
with  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue's  requirements  in  plac-' 
ing  a  supplementary  label  with  the  disclosure  immediately 
below  the  other  label. 

222/8.'  X.  Y.  Z. — You  will  find  a  copy  of  ah  assistant's 
agreement  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  April  11,  1903,  page  599."  Land- 
lord and  tenant's  agreement  forms  can  be  obtained  through 
stationers. 

XX.  DDS,—We  do  not  reply  to  anonymous  corre- 
spondents. 

35/47.  Qiiercits, — Water-rate  is  not  included  in  the- 
cxpression  "all  rates  and  taxes"  which  occurs  in  leases. 
If  the  tenant  wants  water  from  the  public  supply,  he  has 
to  pay  for  it. 

39/36.  A.  L. — (1)  If  the  notice-day  falls  on  Sunday  the 
day  following  suffices  for  legal  notice.  (2)  You  must  tell 
us  the  statutory  powers  of  the  water-supplier  before  we 
can  answer  your  question  properly 

41/64.  Lex. — If  there  are  many  more  who  desire  to; 
follow  in  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  footsteps,  a  barristerial  articles 
protection  association  will  need  to  he  formed.  Another 
chemist  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  same  time  as  he, 
and  two  more  are  at  present  studying  at  the  Middle 
Temple.  The  course  consists  in  satisfying  one  of  the 
Inns  of  Court  that  the  applicant  has  a  sound  elementary 
education,  and  after  evidence  of  respectability,  etc..  'a 
fee  of  fifty  guineas  or  more  has  to  be  paid  to  be  admitted 
as  a  student  of  the  Inn,  where  one  has  the  privilege  of 
eating  so  many  dinners  and  attending  lectures  for  three 
years.  In  the  course  of  that  time  the  student  has  to  pass, 
if  he  can,  examinations,  written  and  oral,  in  several 
subjects. 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  questions 
of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  replies  on 
a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information  given  dur\ug  the 
past  twelve  months. 

39/34.  IF.  P.  K. — What  is  the  matter  with  the  1898 
B.P.  that  you  should  worry  about  a  new  one?  We  are 
getting  such  queries  as  yours  weekly,  and  would  ask  you- 
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and  others  to  note  that  in  forty  years  there  have  been  only 
.four  editions — viz..  1864  (which  was  withdrawn),  1867. 
1885,  and  1898.  The  arrangements  now  being  made  for 
revision  do  not  contemplate  a  new  edition  for  four  years 
at  least,  and  are  made  solely  for  the  purpose  of  efficient 
and  leisurely  or  well-considered  work. 

35/67.  11.  ./.  A.  I. — Gas-retort  carbon  is  used  in  making 
electric  batteries.  The  other  forms  which  you  mention  are 
useless. 

12/5.  6f.  A.  M.  —  Treatment  of  Ulcer  on  the  Leg — L  mg 
continued  rest  is  the  cure  for  indolent  or  callous  ulcer, 
known  as  "  bad  leg."  but  as  soon  as  the  patient  gets  about 
again  the  trouble  often  returns.  The  inflammatory  pro- 
ducts with  which  the  surrounding  tissues  are  infiltered  are 
got  rid  of  by  pressure  with  strapping  or  a  Martin's  rubber 
bandage.  The  surface  of  the  sore  is  made  clean  by  dusting 
with  iodoform  and  covering  with  a  piece  of  protective  silk 
the  size  of  the  sore.  On  the  top  ot  this  the  strapping  is 
placed,  beginning  some  inches  below  and  continuing  above 
the  sore.  Then  apply  a  bandage.  The  strapping  is  re- 
newed every  other  day.  If  a  Martin's  bandage  is  used, 
the  sore  is  covered  with  lint,  soaked  in  carbolic  lotion 
(1  in  40)  and  covered  with  oil,  before  applying  the  bandage. 

19/63.  A.  E.  I. — The  books  on  massage  with  which  we 
are  acquainted  do  not  deal  specially  with  facial  massage. 

252/69.  Aurelius. — Can  you  repeat  the  samples  of 
veterinary  medicines  you  sent  a  few  weeks  ago,  as  we 
have  mislaid  them '! 

177/34.  Orris-root. — Powder  for  Warts  on  Horses. — 
This  is  yellow  sulphide  of  arsenic  or  orpiment.  Although 
it  is  in  frequent  use  its  employment  should  be  discouraged 
on  account  of  the  dangerous  consequences  which  may  follow 
careless  application. 

24/32.  Chemii  in  asks  if  any  reader  of  the  C.  <C-  D.  can 
suggest  what  is  intended  for  "  sweet  trens."  an  ingredient 
in  a  herbal  remedy  for  jaundice.  The  other  ingredients 
in  the  same  recipe  are  turmeric  and  aniseed. 

283/5?.  Phu.' a  >. — Husk-remedy. — The  powder  you  send 
is  apparently  only  a  spite  or  flavouring  ingredient  to  the 
husk-remedy,  the  curative  agents  being  the  turpentine  and 
linseed  oil  with  which  it  is  mixed.  Inhalations  are  the 
most-favoured  modern  remedies  for  husk,  as  the  complaint 
is  due  to  the  irritation  of  the  trachea  and  bronchial  tubes, 
owing  to  Strongyhis  micmrus  gaining  access  to  the  wind- 
pipe. Iodine- fumigation  is  one  of  the  best  remedies. 
One  drachm  of  iodine  is  put  on  a  hot  brick  in  a  nose-bag 
and  the  calf's  head  placed  in  the  bag  for  a  minute  or  so. 
Intertracheal  injections  are  favoured  by  some  present-day 
\  eterinarians.    f?ee  C.  it-  D.,  October  15,  page  661. 

24/34.  J.  (!—  Horse-blister.  —  The  liquid  blister  for 
fiplints  and  sprains  made  up  by  the  local  knacker  consists 
of 

Hydrarg.  perchlor.    3j- 

Tr.  lavand.  co.      ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Spt.  vini  meth  3viij. 

This  blister  should  be  used  sparingly,  a  little  being  lightly 

t  ubbed  on  the  affected  part. 

247  26.  T.  V.— Massage-jelly  use]  for  the  reduction  of 
superfluous  flesh. — This  is  a  tragacanth  mucilage  perfumed 
with  neroli  and  lemon,  but  without,  as  far  as  we  can  dis- 
cover, any  active  medicinal  agent. 

K 1-0.  Lux. —  The  Boiler-incrustation  Liquid  is  mainly 
solution  of  caustic  soda.  >S'ee  C.  cfe  D.,  September  24, 
page  559. 

27/^7.  A.  K.  (1)  Yon  an-  on  the  right  track  in  your 
synthesis  of  the  feiuiek-Black  Boot-finishing  Liquid.  The 
basis  is  not  plain  water,  but  a  solution  of  shellac  in  borax- 
water.  Make  the  latter  solution  by  boiling  together  shellac 
4  oz.,  borax  3  cz.,  water  2  pints,  straining,  and  when  cold 
diluting  with  water  if  necessary.  In  tins  dissolve  nigrosine 
.8  oz.  to  th  ■  gallon.  (2)  Metallic  Dental  Stopping.  -The 
proportions  are  :  Tin  91.65,  silver  3.82,  copper  4.4,  mercury 
a  sufficiency. 

27  37.  /'.  7/.  — Blacking  for  Reviving  Old  Boots  — This 
is  a  similar  article  to  the  quick-black  boot  finishing  liquid 
referred  to  in  our  reply  to  "A.  K."  (23/67).  except  that 
in  your  case  the  shellac  solution  will  net  need  diluting. 


C. j\8.     II.  /,.  — Ink  for  Writing  on  Showeards  -Src  ('. 
1)  .  October  1,  page  592.    Use  nigrosine  for  the  black  ink. 

24C/.4.  Spatula. — (1)  Preserving  Syr.  Perri  Iodidi. — It 
is  air  that  is  deleterious  to  this  syrup,  not  light.  The 
deterioration  is  caused  either  by  hydrolysis  of  the  salt  or 
caramelisation  of  the  sugar.  The  latter  is  prevented  by 
avoiding  too  much  heat  in  the  preparation  of  the  syrup. 
The  hydrolysis  is  avoided  by  filling  the  bottles  quite  full 
and  adding  a  few  drops  of  either  hypophosphorous  acid  or 
sulphurous  acid.  (2)  Keeping  Ergot. —  Various  plans  have 
been  suggested  for  preserving  ergot.  When  in  the  whol*; 
state  varnishing  the  grains  with  a  pill-varnish  is  perhaps 
the  most  effectual.  Another  plan  is  to  put  a  layer  of 
charcoal  powder  on  the  top  of  the  grains,  and  when  the 
ergot  is  wanted  to  separate  the  charcoal  by  means  of  a 
sieve.  For  powdered  ergot  Moss's  plan  was  to  compress 
the  drug  into  cakes,  but  this  had  the  effect  of  separating 
some  of  the  oil  so  that  the  cake  was  not  quite  representa- 
tive of  the  powder.  An  atmosphere  of  ether  or  formalin 
in  the  bottle  of  powdered  ergot  is  a  good  way  of  keeping 
the  drug.  The  formalin  may  be  put  into  a  perforated  tube 
containing  potassium  sulphate  or  kieselguhr  as  an  absor- 
bent, but  in  the  case  of  ether  it  is  dropped  on  the  top  of 
the  ergot  each  time  before  the  bottle  is  closed.  A  French 
authority  advocated  the  mixing  of  5  per  cent,  of  benzoin 
with  the  ergot  powder,  and  still  another  expert  depends 
upon  the  bottles  used  being  sterile,  the  bottles  and  the 
ergot  both  being  heated  before  the  drug  is  bottled. 

20  2.  /'.  (!.  (1)  Loss'of  Power  in  Mare's  Le;  s.  -This 
is  probably  a  case  of  meningitis  during  colthood,  which 
leaves  behind  an  intermittent  form  ot  paralysis  known 
among  the  stable  tribe  as  "  kidney-dropping."  Its  analogue 
in  dogs  is  chorea  after  distemper.  Straddling  gait  behind 
and  inability  to  back  a  load  are  symptoms  of  "  shivering.'' 
and  this  shivering  is  due  to  the  spinal  trouble.  It  is  a 
horse  distemper,  though  not  so  called,  and  the  fluid  be- 
tween the  meninges  and  cord  proper  is  increased  in  quantity 
or  changed  in  character,  so  that  pressure  of  an  irregular  or 
intermittent  kind  results,  and  innervation  of  the  hind 
quarters  is  interrupted — sometimes  insufficient  current 
giving  rise  to  incompetent  e.  at  others  exaggerated  current 
causing  twitching  and  trembling,  which  is  known  to  horse- 
men as  "shivering."  You  are  not  likely  to  get  any  kudos 
from  its  treatment.  The  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  pre- 
vent congestion,  by  keeping  the  bowels  regulated,  and  use 
a  waterproof  loin-cloth  to  protect  the  parts  chiefly  involved. 
Advise  your  customer  to  avoid  short  turning  movements, 
to  use  a  breeching,  and  to  put  a  slipper  or  drag  on  his 
wheels  in  going  down  hill.  With  a  careful  carter  much 
useful  service  may  be  got  from  animals  so  affected. 
(2)  Bald  Patch  on  Mire's  Knee.— If  the  hair-bulbs  are 
killed,  nothing  will  restore  the  hair,  just  as  with  bald 
heads  in  human  beings.  The  swelling  on  the  other  knee 
would  be  best  treated  by  daily  massage  with  a  liniment 
of— 

Tr.  iodi  meth.    3j; 

Lin.  saponis  meth.  ...       ...       ...  3''j- 

Aq.  dest  3'v- 

Misce. 

37/30.  Hull  Terrier. — Tattooing  the  bright  spot  on  a 
dog's  nose  with  Chinese  ink  would  colour  it,  but  it  would 
be  cruelty  to  an  animal  and  a  punishable  offence. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  subjoined  inquiries  will  be  esteemed. 


40/10.  Where  can  silver-coated  mineral  water  tablets  be 
obtained  ? 

40/66.  Makers  of  Main  s  foot  bath  powder  or  where 
obtainable'.' 

26/51.  Where  can  gelatin  coats  of  arms  for  affixing  to 
shop-windows  be  obtained  ' 

36/55.  Can  anyone  give  the  formula  for  "  Bald  red 
Drops  or  Magendropfen,"  a  German  household  remedy? 

35/21.  Is  "  Hypersene,"  an  eczema-remedy  of  twenty 
years  ago.  still  made;  if  so  what  is  the  address  of  the 
proprietors  '! 
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Erat>e  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  tne  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  November  io. 

WITH  the  exception  of  a  few  speculative  articles, 
business  continues  very  dull  in  all  departments  of 
Mincing  Lane  trade.  The  chief  alteration  in  prices  out- 
side of  the  drug-auctions  is  an  advance  in  codeine  and 
.salts.  Quinine  continues  a  dead  letter,  and  opium  and 
morphine  are  both  film.  H.G.H.  peppermint  oil  is  much 
dearer,  and  higher  prices  have  also  been  paid  for  Japanese 
wax.  Among  minor  essential  oils,  coriander  is  dearer  and 
clove  oil  is  tending  easier.  In  chemicals  there  has  been  a 
good  demand  for  antimony  at  dearer  rates,  and  the 
article  is  somewhat  scarce.  Ammonia  sulphate  is  also 
dearer,  and  both  crude  and  refined  carbolic  acid  are 
rising.  The  subjoined  table  shows  the  principal  alterations 
•of  the  week  : 


Higher 


Firmer 


Ammonia  sul- 
phate 
Annatto-seed 
Antimony 
Camphor 

(Jap.  refined) 
Codeine  and 

salts 
Nux  vomica 
<  Ml,  coriander 
Oil,  lins  ed 
Oil,  pepper- 
mint (H.G  H.) 
Wax,  Japanese 


Aeid,  carbolic 
Pepper,  white 
Rosin 
Tu  merle 


Easier 


Cardamoms 
Ipecac.  (Kio) 
Kola 

Oil,  castor 
Oil,  palm 
Senna  (Alex.) 
Wax.  bees' 
(Madag.) 


Lower 


Cloves 
Coloeynth- 

pulp 

Menthol 
Oil,  buchu 
Oil,  clove 
Od,  nutmeg 
Petroleum 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  November  10  :— More  demand  has  been  shown 
for  carnauba  wax  and  ergot  of  rye.    Castor  oil  is  lower. 

New  York,  November  10  :— Business  here  is  active.  A 
.steady  market  is  reported  for  opium  at  $2.75  per  lb.  fcr 
druggist's  in  case  lots.  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  quiet 
at  $50  per  barrel.  Menthol  is  weak,  and  $2.90  will  now 
buy.  An  easier  tendency  is  alio  evident  in  cascara  sagrada. 
which  is  now  offering  at  6c.  per  lb.  Cannabis  indica  has 
advanced  to  $1.05  per  lb.  for  tops.  Mexican  sarsaparilla 
has  declined  to  10c.  per  lb.  and  nux  vomica  is  higner  at 
<3jc.  per  lb. 

Amsterdam,  Novemb-r  10  .-—The  auction  cf  cinchona 
held  here  to-day  consisted  of  lV.mt  packages,  weighing 
938,687  kilos.,  and  containing  45.611  kilos,  quinine  sulphate 
(against  7,393  packages  offered  at  ths  rue.  ions  cn 
October  6).  Of  the  above  quantity  10,717  pa  kages  were 
sold  at  an  average  unit  of  6.4Ec.  per  half -kilo.,  aaainst 
6.65c.  per  half-kilo,  paid  at  the  auction  on  October  6/  The 
following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  pur- 
chased Dy  the  principal  buvers  :  iinglish  ana  American 
factories  bought  the  equivalent  of  13.310  kilos.,  the  Bruns- 
wick factory  7.876  kilos.,  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam 
factories,  6.616  kilos.,  and  various  buvers  9.061  kilos.  The 
factories  6.616  kilos.,  and  various  buyers  9.061  kilos.  The 
prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  9^c.  to 
64|c.  per  half-kilo.,  and  for  druggists'  bark  from  He.  to 
57jc.  per  half-kilo. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  condition  of  the  heavv-chemical  market  re- 
mains very  much  as  lately  reported.  All  round  demand  has 
been  well  maintained,  and.  if  anything,  really  seems  to  have 
increased  both  on  home  and  export  account.      Since  last 


writing  a  very  fair  business  has  been  done  for  next  year's 
delivery  in  most  main  products,  keeping  prices  firm  all  round. 

Alkali-produce. — Caustic  soda,  ammonia  alkali,  and  salt- 
cake  are  all  very  firm  and  in  good  request.  Bleaching-powder 
is  rather  on  the  quiet  side  as  regards  demand,  but  price  is 
steady.    Prussiates  and  chlorates  are  moving  fairly  well. 

Barium-products  generally  continue  to  keep  a  steady  tone. 
There  is  a  rather  better  all-round  demand,  and  the  tendency 
of  prices  is  towards  advancement,  especially  for  forward 
requirements.  Chloride  of  barium,  ordinary  refined  crystals, 
5/.  17s.  6c?.  to  6/.  7s.  6c/.  per  ton  in  large  casks,  and  5/.  12s.  6(7. 
to  bl.  2s.  bd.  in  bags.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate 
of  barium,  in  paste  form,  continues  to  move  well,  at  5/.  15s. 
to  6/.  5s.  per  ton  in  8  to  9  cwt.  casks.  For  the  pure  product- 
dried  there  is  an  increasing  demand,  at  8/.  10s.  in  casks. 
Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes,  ground,  in  average  demand,  at 
40s.  to  100s.  in  accordance  with  quality,  quantity,  and  package. 
Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes  (witherite)  is  still  very  scarce, 
and  there  is  practically  nothing  offering  for  prompt  delivery. 
Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  calcined,  70  to  75  per  cent.,  4/.  to 
4/.  10s.  per  ton  in  7  to  8  cwt.  casks.  Hydrate  of  barium,  purest 
crystals,  13/.  to  14/.  per  ton  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks.  Fused  pro- 
duct, about  56  to  60  per  cent.  BaO,  in  drums,  12/.  10s.  to 
12/.  10s.  Nitrate  of  baryta  in  fair  request  and  firmer,  at 
17/.  5s.  to  17/.  15s.,  and  powdered  at  17/.  10s.  to  18/.  per  ton, 
in  usual  casks. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia.— There  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
activity,  and  prices  are  firm,  and  especially  so  on  forward 
account.  Present  nominal  quotations:  Beckton,  12/.  7s.  bd. 
to  12/.  10s.  ;  Beckton  terms,  12/.  5s.  to  12/.  7s.  6c/.  ;  London. 
12/.  7s.  6c/.  to  12/.  10s.  ;  Leith,  12/.  10s.  ;  Hull,  12/.  6s.  3c?.  to 
12/.  7s.  bd. 

Liverpccl  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  November  9. 

Canary-seed. — Turkish  keeps  very  firm  at  82s.  6c/.  per 
quarter.   Mazagan  offers  at  84s.  to  8bs.  net,  gross  for  net. 

Castor  Oil. — Owing  to  lower  prices  from  Marseilles  for 
first-pressure  French,  the  market  is  somewhat  weaker.  Good 
seconds  Calcutta  is  in  better  demand,  with  cons  derable  sales 
at  2TV/.  to  2%d .  per  lb.  in  store.  For  shipment,  quotation  is 
somewhat  easier  at  215sc?.  First-pressure  French  otters  at  2J<?. 
to  2|^c/.  per  lb. 

Castor-seed. —A  sale  of  180  bags  has  been  made  at  8s.  9i/. 
per  cwt. 

Cetaceum. — The  market  has  now  been  practicaily  cleared 
for  Chilian  on  private  terms. 

Chilian  Honey.— Thirty  barrels  fine  Pile  1  have  been  sold 
at  25s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

Ergot.  —Russian  offers  from  Hamburg  at  Is.  64c/.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  and  ton  lots  at  Is.  6c7. 

Gum  Araeic. — Small  sales  of  selected  have  been  made  at 
43s.  per  cwt. 

Lycopodium.— Very  firm,  at  3s.  6c/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Paraffin  Wax  continues  steady,  at  3J</.  per  lb.  for  130°. 

Quillia-bark.  -In  steady  demand,  with  sales  at  19/.  10s. 
por  ton. 

Sulphate  of  Copper.-  Considerable  business  has  been  pars- 
ing for  forward  delivery  at  22/.  per  ton.  Spot  price  has 
advanced  to  21/.  10s.  to  21/.  15s.,  and  for  delivery  next  year 
22/.  5s.  is  now  wanted. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  November  8. 

Business  is  still  very  quiet. 

Aniseed.  -New  crop  is  quoted  44m.,  and  old  crop  38m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  cheaper,  at  25£m.  to  25m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  quiet,  at  %m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor. -Refined  in  first-hands  is  quoted  525m.  and 
second-hands  510m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  on  the  spot  are  quoted  92m.  to  10m.  per  kilo. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  declining;  spot  is  quoted  76m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  steadier,  but  not  much  doing,  at  from 
205m.  to  270m.  per  100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Ergot  is  unchanged,  at  325m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  steady,  at  14m.  per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha  is  quiet,  at  10|m.  per  kilo,  for  Rio  and  lO^m. 
for  Cartagena. 

Lycopodium  on  the  spot  is  780m.,  and  forward  760m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  dull,  at  19m.  per  kilo,  and  later  delivery  18m. 
to  17m.  per  kilo. 

Oils  (Fixed).-  Castor  is  lower,  at  43m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
first-pressing  in  barrels.  Cod-liver  is  firm,  at  175m.  per 
barrel.  Chinese  wood-oil  is  quoted  51m.  per  100  kilos.,  in 
barrels. 

Oils  (Essential).  -Peppermint  H.G.H.  is  quiet,  at  16£m.  to 
16m.  per  lb.  ;  Japanese  on  the  spot  is  lSjni..  and  forward 
delivery  10m.  per  kilo.    Star-aniseed  is  quoted  12jin.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  quiet,  at  665m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  firmer,  at  183m.  per  100  kilns. 

Wormseed  is  firm,  at  from  118m.  to  120m.  per  100  kilos. 
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Acid,  Carbolic. — Prices  of  crude  are  again  firmer  on  the 
basis  of  Is.  8J,c/.  to  Is.  9|c/.  per  gal.  for  50  per  cent.,  2s.  2^d. 
to  2s.  3c/.  for  60  per  cent.,  and  2s.  6{d.  to  2s.  8c/.  for  75  per 
cent.  Refined  is  also  tending  higher,  at  6%d,  per  lb.  for 
39°  to  40°  C.  crystals. 

Acid.  Tartaric. — Prices  are  as  last  quoted — viz.,  llfcZ. 
to  life/,  per  lb.  for  English,  and  lljc/.  for  foreign. 

An  advice  from  the  Continent  Btates  that  reports  in  regard 
to  the  new  raw  material  are  still  uncertain,  and,  in  view  of 
the  small  consumption  of  tartaric  acid  at  the  moment,  a 
waiting  attitude  is  adopted.  Present  prices  are  extremely 
low,  owing  to  the  keen  competition  that  exists,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  say  to  what  extremes  this  competition  will  be 
carried. 

Almonds. — The  Messina  market  remains  firm,  and 
although  export  demand  is  wanting,  prices  do  not  decline. 
P.  &  G.  sweet  is  quoted  71s.,  bitter  ditto  80s.,  current 
Avola  76s.,  choice  ditto  84s.  per  cwt.  of  50J  kilos.,  f.o.b. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  is  firm,  at  from  14/.  to 
14/.  10s.  per  ton  on  the  spot,  and  for  regulus  30/.  is 
quoted.  ,  .  - 

Bleaching -powder. — On  the  spot  English  make  is  quoted 
5/.  to  5/.  5s.  per  ton,  and  for  next  year's  delivery  reports 
are  current  that  the  Convention  are  going  to  advance 
prices. 

Calabar  Beans. — At  auction  in  Liverpool  10  barrels  have 
been  sold  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — The  market  for  refined  camphor  generally  is 
tending  firmer,  owing  to  the  continued  scarcity  of  crude, 
the  shipments  of  which  have  been  exceedingly  small  of 
late.  It  is  reported  that  the  Americans  are  trying  to 
secure  all  the  available  cheap  lots  of  Japanese  refined 
camphor,  but  holders  have  much  stiffened  in  their  ideas 
of  values,  and  2s.  6c/.  per  lb.  appears  to  be  the  lowest 
price  at  which  tablets  are  available. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — An  advice  from  New  York  to  hand 
this  week  quotes  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  steamer  ship- 
ment. 

Chamomiles. — Rather  more  demand  has  been  shown 
this  week  at  previous  prices. 

Chiretta. — Sales  have  been  made  at  5c/.  per  lb. 

Codeine. — The  makers  have  advanced  prices  Id.  per  oz., 
and  the  following  are  now  the  quotations  :  Pure  crystals 
8>-.  lie/.,  pure  precip.  8s.  11//.,  hydrochloride  7s.  lid.,  sul- 
phate 7s.  lid.,  and  phosphate  7s.  Id.  per  oz.  net.  For  con- 
tracts of  100-oz.  lots  a  reduction  of  5c/.  is  made  on  the  above 
prices. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firm,  at  from  19/.  15s.  to  22/.  per 
ton  on  the  spot,  according  to  brand. 

Cubebs. — Small  sales  have  been  made  at  33s.  per  cwt.  In 
auction  45s.  was  wanted  for  a  parcel  of  good  bluish  berries. 

Iodine. — The  s.s.  Orubq,  from  the  West  Coast  of  South 
America,  has  arrived  with  93  kegs  and  116  barrels  on 
behalf  of  the  iodine  syndicate. 

Kino. — The  imports  appear  to  have  fallen  off  consider- 
ably of  late,  and  holders  are  inclined  to  ask  a  better  price 
—namely.  5±d.  for  fair  Cochin  grain.  j.here  are  several 
inquiries  about. 

.Morphine. — The  market  is  firm,  and  although  opium  is 
dearer,  it  is  unlikely  any  change  will  be  made  in  morphine 
at  present. 

Oil  Castor.— Belgian  is  easier,  at  22/.  per  ton  for  firsts 
and  20/.  for  seconds,  for  prompt  delivery.  First-pressing 
of  Hull  make  is  21/.  5s.  for  firsts  and  19/.  5s.  for  seconds, 
for  prompt  and  to  December  delivery. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
November  5  that  the  cod-liver  oil  market  is  unaltered  but 
very  firm,  finest  non-congealing  oil  being  held  at  165s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  with  limited  stocks.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  6.328  barrels,  against  2.225 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year.  The  total 
exports  of  cod-liver  oil  from  the  whole  of  Norway  are 
certainly  net  far  short  of  16.000  barrels,  which  is  more 
than  the  output  from  all  the  winter  fisheries.  During  the 
summer  there  may  have  been  produced  a  thousand  barrels 
or  two.  but  as  the  stocks  of  oil  remaining  from  last  year 
were  practically  nil,  there  cannot  be  much  more  in  stock 
than  was  produced  last  summer. 


Oil,  Olive. — An  advice  from  Messina  dated  October  31 
states  that  the  crop  is  proving  to  be  one  of  the  poorest  on 
record,  and  in  many  districts  it  does  not  pay  to  gather  the 
few  olives.  Spanish  oil  is  being  imported  and  prices  are 
ruled  by  Spain.  For  prompt  delivery  yellow  Messina  is 
quoted  34/.,  green  Messina  33/.  15s.,  burning  Russia  37/., 
Gallipoli  34/.,  and  choice  Gallipoli  34/.  15s.  per  tun.  f.o.b. 

Oil,  Wood. — Hankow  is  quiet  on  the  spot  at  28s.  bit. 
per  cwt.,  and  for  arrival  the  quotation  is  24s..  c.i.f. 

Oils,  Essential. — The  chief  business  has  been  in 
American  H.G.H.  Pepper  mint  oil,  at  prices  rising  from 
15s.  9(7.  to  16s.  9c/.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  to-day  17s, 
is  asked.  A  good  business  has  been  done,  in  addition  to 
which  50  cases  have  been  shipped  to  the  United  States. 
For  tin  oil  16s.  3c/.  is  asked.  In  the  drug-auction  10 
cases  of  Japanese  dementholised  oil  (Kobayashi)  were  held 
at  5s.  6d.  per  lb.  Among  the  changes  that  have  lately 
occurred  in  minor  essential  oils  is  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  Biichu  oil,  which  is  now  quoted  4s.  per  oz.  net.  Best 
English  Clove  oil  has  also  been  reduced  to  4s.  7c/..  and 
Nutmeg  oil  is  lower  at  5{d.  per  oz.,  B.P.  quality  bein^ 
quoted  6c/.  English  oil  of  Coriander  has  been  advanced  to. 
3s.  per  oz.,  and  Parsley  oil  to  16s.  per  lb.  Cassia  oil  is 
unaltered  and  quiet ;  75  to  80  per  cent,  oil  is  quoted 
2s.  11c/.  and  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  3s.  2c/.  Lemongrasi 
oil  is  steady  at  from  7^c/.  to  8c/.  per  oz.  Citronclla  oil  is 
firm  and  rather  scarce  at  Is.  3c/.  per  lb.  on  the  spot ;  and 
for  Camphor  oil  48s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid.  Star-aniseed. 
in  case  lots  has  been  sold  at  5s.  3c/.  spot.  New  Messina 
Lemon  oil  for  delivery  during  the  next  six  months 
is  quoted  2s.  2c/.  to  2s.  3c/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  Bergamot  and 
Orange  are  unaltered. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  is  clearer  at  15s.  7^c/.  in  barrels 
and  14s.  10gc/.  in  pipes.  Refined  Cottonseed  is  unaltered  at 
from  16s.  6c/.  to  18s.  Ceylon  Cocoanut  is  a  triHe  easier  at 
29s.  6c/.  spot,  and  Cochin  is  unaltered  at  54s.  Refined  Rape 
is  quoted  21s.  6c/.  spot.  Lagos  I'afnt  is  now  26*.  6c/.  per  cwt: 
Turpentine  is  practically  unaltered  on  the  week,  closing  at 
38s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  for  American  on  the  spot. 

Olibanum  is  steady,  fair  sales  having  been  made  at  from 
39s.  to  42s.  for  good  yellowish  to  palish  drop,  35s.  for 
middling,  and  49*.  6c/.  lor  fine  pale  Aden. 

OriUM. — The  tone  of  the  London  opium-market  remains 
firm,  but  quiet,  with  sales  of  about  a  dozen  cases  of  Persian 
at  12  s.,  and  retail  sales  of  manufacturing  Tokat  at  last  week's 
prices. 

Smyrna.  The  sales  this  week  amount  to  174  cases,  including 
118  cases  for  the  United  States,  22  cases  for  speculators, 
11  cases  for  the  Continent,  and  24  cases  for  England.  The 
following  are  the  quotations  :  Current  talequale,  7s.  to  7s.  4c/.  ; 
druggists',  7s.  3<Z.  to  7s.  5c/.  ;  Yerli,  Boghaditz,  and  Karahissar. 
7s.  6c/.  to  8s.  2c/.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. .  So  long  as  the  Americans  and 
speculators  are  buying,  prices  will  be  maintained  and  possibly 
go  higher,  but  as  rain  has  falipn  we  may  expect  an  easier 
market  in  ten  or  fifteen  days,  if  buyers  should  retire  from 
the  market.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  tc> 
3.819  cases,  against  1.520  at  the  same  period  last  year;  and  in 
Constantinople  to  2,274.  against  877  cases  in  1903.,:  The  stock 
in  Smyrna  in  first  and  second  hands  is  now  4,576  cases,  against 
4.713  at  the  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople 
1.639,  against  762  cases. 

Petroleum  is  lower,  at  5c/.  per  gal.  for  Russian  and  7jc/. 
for  American  water-white. 

Quicksilver. — The  imports  of  quicksilver  during  October; 
(according  to  the  statistics  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Pickering)  amounted 
to  788  bottles,  against  554  bottles  in  1903  and  194  bottles  in. 
1902.  From  January  to  October  the  imports  have  been 
33.001  bottles,  against  54.435  bottles  during  1905.  Exports 
during  October  were  4.863  bottles,  against  1,384  bottles, 
and  the  total  exports  so  far  this  year  amount  to  22,315 
bottles,  against  16.551  bottles  last  year.  The  average 
price  this  year  is  II.  15s..  against  8/.  7s.  6c/.  in  1903. 

Quinine  continues  dull  of  sale,  with  spot  sellers  in 
second-hands  at  10gc/.  per  oz..  December  at  11c/.,  and  March 
at  ll£c/.  Interest  this  week  has  centred  in  the  Amsterdam 
bark-auction,  the  result  of  which  is  reported  under  "  Cable- 
grams." 

The  exports  of  quinine  and  quinine  salts  from  Germany 
during  the  eight  months  ended  August  amounted  tc> 
112.000  kilos.,  against  110,600  kilos,  during  1903  and 
134,400  kilos,  during  1902. 

Shellac. — Spot  prices  are  steady,  with  moderate  sales 
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in  second  Orange,  and  fine  Orange  is  quoted  at  from  235s. 
to  240*. 

■Spices. — At  auction  little  interest  was  shown  in  the 
small  supplies  offered.  No  Jamaica  Ginger  was  offered, 
and  of  Cochin  17  bags  offered  and  sold  at  20?.  for  small 
and  medium  washed  rough.  Barely  fair  Tellieherry 
Pepper  was  bought  in  at  5|c/.  ;  privately  sellers  of  fair 
Singapore  ask  5gc/.,  and  for  fair  White  Singapore  9^c/.  is 
wanted,  and  8§c/.  for  fair  Penang.  Nutmegs  were  quiet 
and  Mace  steady.  Of  Zanzibar  Cloves  100  bales  were 
offered,  and  bought  in  at  6^c/.  for  fair,  also  7  cases  good 
picked  Penang  at  lO^rf.  Privately  the  delivery-market 
has  been  irregular  but  lower,  sales  comprising  October- 
December  delivery  at  from  to  6c/.,  and  January- 
March  at  5£d.  to  5f  c/. 

Sulphur.— An  advice  from  Messina  dated  October  31 
states  that  the  Louisiana  mines  are  extending  their  offer- 
ings, and  even  in  the  interior  of  Germany  buyers  pretend 
to  have  cheaper  offers  than  from  Sicily.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  3,000-ton  cargo  to  Marseilles  no  further 
business  has  transpired,  and,  what  is  most  extraordinary, 
the  exports  of  Sicilian  brimstone  to  the  U.S.A.,  which 
everybody  thought  belonged  to  the  past,  have  continued 
during  September,  though  on  a  smaller  scale.  They 
amounted  to  6,548  tons,  against  9,100  tons  last  year.  The 
total  exports  from  Sicily  from  January  to  September 
amounted  to  383,847  tons,  against  359,266  tons  during  the 
preceding  year.  Owing  to  the  arrivals  of  brimstone  from 
••outsiders,''  prices  have  declined,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween "outsiders'"  prices  and  those  of  the  Anglo-Sicilian 
Company  is  widening. 

Turmeric. — Fair  split  Cochin  bulbs  are  quoted  8?.  6c/., 
and  wormy  8s.  per  cwt.  Bengal  is  scarce  on  the  spot,  and 
for  arrival  lis.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Valerian*. — The  first  reports  of  this  year's  harvest  indi- 
cate the  possibility  of  a  much  smaller  yield  this  year.  In 
the  Harz  Mountains  the  harvest  is  already  advanced,  but  it 
is  not  expected  the  produce  will  be  ready  for  despatch  before 
December.  The  price,  it  is  expected,  will  be  about  125m. 
per  100  kilos. ,  against  90m.  last  year.  It  is  not  yet  certain 
what  is  to  be  expected  from  Thuringia.  Belgium  is  offering 
the  new  at  about  the  same  price  as  towards  the  end  of  last 
season,  but  a  rising  tendency  is  noticeable.  On  the  London 
market  22*.  is  quoted. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Sales  of  good  pale  squares  have  been 
made  on  the  spot  at  front  55*.  to  57*.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  being- 
dearer. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

At  the  auctions  of  first  and  second  hand  goods  held  to-day  a 
dull  tone  prevailed.  Cape  aloes  was  in  large  supply,  and 
sold  at  fully  steady  prices,  and  for  Curacao,  which  is  scarce, 
dearer  rates  were  paid.  Annatto-seeds  again  sold  at  ad- 
vanced rates.  '  Buchu  was  about  steady.  For  good  Sumatra 
benzoin,  which  is  wanted,  firm  prices  were  paid.1  Ceylon 
coca-leaves  were  steady,  and  cardamoms  were  easier  for  the 
medium  and  lowtr  grades,  of  which  the  bulk  of  the  offerings 
consisted.  Coloeynth-pulp  was  lower  on  forced  sales,  and  for 
ergot  rather  lower  prices  would  have  been  accepted.  Gam- 
boge is  very  firmly  held,  and  a  parcel  of  Soudan  gum  arabic 
sold  at  a  low  figure.  Jamaica  honey  was  not  supported  by 
any  trade  demand,  and  a  shade  easier  prices  would  have  been 
accepted  for  Rio  ipecacuanha.  Jalap  is  easy  under  the  in- 
fluence of  moderate  supplies,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
kola,  extra  fine  quality  of  which  sold  cheaply.  Lime-juice  is 
freely  offered.  Further  sales  of  menthol  were  made,  without 
reserve,  at  a  fresh  decline.  Nux  vomica  is  exceedingly  scarce, 
and  brought  famine  prices.  Rhubarb  was  slow  of  sale,  and 
Jamaica  sarsaparilla  sold  at  full  rates.  Tinnevelly  senna 
sold  at  steady  values,  and  Alexandrian  pods  were  a  trifle 
easier.  Turmeric  is  advancing  and  beeswax  showed  an  easier 
tendency,  especially  for  Madagascar  and  Jamaica.  The. 
following  table  shows  the  amount  of  goods  offered  and  sold : 
Offered  Sold  Offered 
•  ••    10  ...     0  Benzoin— 

Palembang    48 

Saigon    18 


Agar-agar  . 
Aloes — 

Cape   53  ...  25 

Curaeio   52  ...  52 

Aniseed   20  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    6  ...  6 

Apricot-kernels  ...  10  10 

Areca   21  ...  0 

Balsam  Copaiba...  4  ...  4 

Peru    1  ...  0 


Sold 


Siam    15 

Sumatra   98 

Buchu   ',0 

Caluniba   59 

Cartnabis  indica  ...  18 
Cantharidesf  China)  16 

Cardamoms   :.  407 


5 
0 
5 
26 
9 
0 
0 
0 

231 


Offered  Sold 
Cascara  sagrada  ...  L 76  ...     0  Oil- 


Offered  Sold 


CasCarilla   5  ...  5 

Cassia  fistula    59  ...  0 

Cinchona   10  ...  10 

Coca-leaves    10  ...  10 

Colocynth   28  ...  2 

Coriander   217  ...  0 

Croton-seed    21  ...  0 

Cubebs    97  ...  0 

Cumin-seed    106  ...  25 

Cuscus    3  ...  0 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ...  79  ...  0 

Divi-divi    3  ...  0 

Elemi   52  ...  20 

Ergot   25  ...  0 

Galangal    42  ...  0 

Galls    1  ...  0 

Gamboge    4  ...  0 

Gentian   20  ...  0 

Gum  arabic    85  ...  30 

Honey — ■ 

Australian   100  ...  0 

•Jamaica   98  ...  45 

Insect  flowers    23  ...  0 

Ipecacuanha — ■ 

Cartagena    11...  0 

Johore    35  ...  11 

Rio(MattoGrosso)  24  ...  3 

Rio  (Minas)    14  ...  0 

Jalap    50  ...  0 

Kamala   8  ...  0 

Kola    27  ...  5 

Lime-juice   10  ...  0 

Liquorice-root   97  ...  0 

Manna    2  ...  0 

Menthol    10  ...  10 

Myrrh   23  ...  0 

Nux  vomica   32  ...  32 

Oil- 
camphor   30  ...  0 

cananga   6  ...  0 

cedarwood   4  ...  0 

croton   1  ...  0 

essential    31  ...  0 


fish  

geranium 


..      1  ...  0 

..     2  ...  0 

lime                      22  ...  14 

nutmeg                     2  ...  0 

orange                      6  ...  0 

peppermint             10  ...  0 

vetivert                   5  ...  0 

wood                      33  ...  0 

Orris                         15  ...  15 

Pareira  brava            40  ...  0 

Puree                        2  ...  0 

Quince-seed                3  ...  0 

Rhubarb                  121  ...  I 

"  Roots  "                   35  ...  0 

Saffron                       10  ...  0 

Sandalwood               112  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla                71  ...  35 

Scablac                    48  ...  44 

Scammonium              9  ...  0 

Scammony-roct  ...   72  ...  0 

Seedlac                     23  ...  0 

Senega                       4  ...  0 

Senna — 

Alex                      34  ...  24 

Tinnevelly   538  ...  538 

Soarie-nuts                  2  ...  2 

Squill                        13  ...  0 

Sticklac                    14  ...  0 

Strophanthus               6  ...  0 

Tamarinds                89  ...  10 

Tonka-beans               7  ...  0 

Turmeric                  161  ...  83 

Wax  (bees') — 

Australian                5  ...  4 

East  Indian           128  ...  0 

Jamaica                 21  ...  19 

Madagascar          237  ...  88 

Mogador               109  ...  17 

Mombassa               18  ...  0 

Spanish                 23  ...  0 

Zanzibar                76  ...  0 

Wax,  Carnauba  ...    30  ...  0 

Wax,  Japanese  ...    10  ...  *  10 


euerlyptus   <3  ...  0 

*Sokl  privately. 

Aloes. — The  feature  of  this  article  was  the  offering  of 
52  packages  of  C'ura§ao  aloes  on  behalf  of  the  executors  of 
the  late  Air.  A.  Moryoseph,  who  died  in  October,  1897. 
The  aloes  in  question  had  been  in  the  warehouse  about 
ten  years  and  partly  consisted  of  fine  ripe  liver  which 
brought  36s.  to  37.?.  Fair  to  good  bright  livery  brought 
22s.  to  28.S.,  dull  livery  to  capey  mixed  18s.  to  20*.,  bright 
capey  22s.,  and  common  drossy  mixed  16s.  Mr.  Moryo- 
seph, it  may  be  recollected,  was  for  many  years  the  largest 
owner  of  Curagao  aloes  in  London,  and  at  one  time  carried 
a  stock  of  four  thousand  packages.  The  parcel  brought  to 
the  hammer  to-day  practically  closes  his  estate.  Good 
livery  Curagao  aloes  is  rather  scarce,  and  40.?.  per  cwt.  is 
said  to  have  been  paid  privately.  Cape  aloes  sold  at 
steady  prices.  30*.  to  32*.  being  paid  for  fair  to  good 
bright  firsts,  part  rather  sottish,  and  28*.  to  29*.  for 
common  dull  and  drossy. 

Annatto-seed  advanced  |c/.  per  lb..  6c/.  being  paid  for  6 
6  bags  of  dullish  Madras. 

Apricot-kernels. — Ten  bags  from  Tripoli  sold  at 
22*.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  "subject." 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Good  bright  pale  to  clear  red  Para 
sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — In  fair  demand  at  steady  prices.  Good 
almondy  Sumatra  seconds  sold  at  61.  12*.  be/,  per  cwt.,  sub- 
ject, and  fair  ditto  at  6/.  5s.  to  6/.  10s.  per  cwt.  For  fine 
almondy  with  storax  flavour  61.  17*.  6d.  was  accepted  after 
the  sale.  Five  cases  of  low  Palembang  sold,  without  re- 
serve, at  2*.  6c/.  per  cwt.  "  if  pay  charges."  A  case  of  good 
small  to  bold  slightly  blocky  Siam  almonds  sold  at  15/. 
per  cwt.,  and  2  cases  of  old-fashioned  Siam,  good  almondy 
block  of  well  developed  flavour,  sold,  with  keen  competi- 
tion, at  from  11/.  10*.  to  11/.  15*.  per  cwt.,  and  2  cases 
hard  almondy  block  realised  51.  17*.  6c/.,  subject.  Two 
parcels  of  Saigon  gum  were  bought  in. 

Buchu. — There  is  still  an  absence  of  good  greerf  round 
leaf.    For  fair  medium  round  greenish,  air  more  or  less 
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stalky,  7^d.  was  paid,  and  this  price  was  asked  for  11  bales 
of  yellow  leaf.    For  good  green  "longs'  Is.  bd.  is  asked. 

Calumba. — For  small  to  bold  natural   sorts   of  partly 
yellowish  colour  30s.  was  mentioned  as  the  price. 

Cinchona. — Ten  scrons  ordinary  Peruvian  Loxa  from 
Paita  sold  at  lid.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Steady.  Ceylon  of  Huanuco  character 
were  the  only  description  offered,  and  for  the  best  lots, 
which  consisted  of  ordinary  to  medium  greenish,  9^d.  to 
lid.  was  paid.    Common  brown  sold  at  6d.  to  b^d.  per  lb. 

Coriander. — Fair  bright  East  Indian  (61)  was  held  at 
19s.,  at  which  sales  have  been  made  privately.  Russian, 
which  is  said  to  be  scarce,  was  limited  at  24;?.,  gross  for 
net,  no  discount. 

Cardamoms. — The  bulk  of  the  offerings  consisted  of  lower 
and  medium  grades,  for  which  irregular  but  easier  prices 
were  accepted;  but  for  good  bold  previous  rates  were 
maintained.  The  prices  paid  were  as  under  :  Extra  bold 
pale  Ceylon-Mysore,  2*.  'Ad .  to  2s.  4<7.  ;  good  bold  pale, 
Is.  8d.  to  2s.  ;  bold  and  medium  pale,  Is.  3d .  to  Is.  4f/.  ; 
extra  pale,  medium  size,  Is.  bd.  ;  medium,  pale,  lid.  to  Is.  ; 
small  and  medium,  pale,  Id.  to  9d.  Pickings,  bcld  split 
pale,  8d.  to  9</.  ;  ordinary  to  fair  brown  and  split,  6^/.  to 
8d.  Seed,  1(W.  to  lid.  Fair  native  wild  Ceylon  sold  at 
Is.  10f/.,  and  ordinary  lean  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Cascarilla. — Five  bales  of  small  to  bold  fair  quill,  part 
silvery,  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

Colocynth  was  rather  lowei  2  bales  of  good  palish 
pulp  selling  at  Is.  Ad.  per  lb.  ;  ai  1  for  fair  Turkey  apple 
Is.  6c?.  was  wanted. 

Cummin-seed. — Twenty-five  bags  of  ordinary  sold  at 
16s.  per  cwt.,  subject. 

Elemi. — Fair  pale  Manila  gum  is  offered  at  37s.  6(7.,  and 
for  a  parcel  of  20  cases  of  dark  and  discoloured  gum. 
offered  without  reserve,  from  19s.  to  20--.  per  cwt.  was 
paid. 

Ergot. — The  limits  in  auction  were  rather  easier.  For 
a  pile  of  15  bags  of  good  bold  sound  Spanish  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 
net  would  have  been  accepted,  although  the  owner's  idea 
of  price  was  Is.  8d.  Fair  Russian  was  obtainable  at  Is.  Id. 
per  lb. 

Gamboge. — For  good  Siam  slightly  blocky  pipe  a  bid  of 
17/.  10s.  was  refused.  It  is  said  that  18/.  has  been  paid 
privately  for  a  case  of  good  pipe. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  parcel  of  36  bales  of  good  small  palish 
Soudan  gum  sold  cheaply  at  from  40s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.,  and 
for  a  case  of  fair  picked  Trieste  grain  82s.  was  paid. 
Thirty-six  cases  small  palish  amber  to  red  Karachi  gum 
were  held  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Honey  was  in  poor  demand.  Good  thick  set  to  setting 
Jamaica  brought  22s.,  and  for  brown  setting,  in  casks, 
17s.  6d.  to  18s.  was  paid. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  requirements  of  the  trade,  which 
were  small,  were  mostly  filled  with  the  East  Indian  de- 
scription, 11  bales  of  which  sold  at  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  good 
clean  native-picked  medium  to  bold  well-annulated  root. 
Nine  bales  of  fair  Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  were  held  at  5s.  3d., 
and  13  bales  at  from  5s.  5i/.  to  5s.  Id.  Cultivated  Rio 
(Minas)  was  limited  at  5s.  Id.  to  5s.  3d.,  and  for  fair 
Cartagena  5s.  per  lb.  was  wanted.  Two  bales  grease  and 
sea  damaged  sold  at  4s.  9d.  The  tendency  of  the  article 
was  perhaps  a  shade  easier  so  far  as  regards  Matto  Grosso. 
Previous  to  the  auctions,  some  small  sales  of  lean  Rio 
(Matto  Grosso)  have  been  made  at  5s.  per  lb. 

Jalap  continues  easy,  and  4fd.  per  lb.  will  readily  buy 
good  small  to  bold  part  heavy  Vera  Cruz. 

Kola.— Tending  easier.  Extra  bold  bright  washed  from 
Demerara  sold  cheaply  at  4J,t/.,  and  rather  darker  at  4</.. 
with  slightly  mouldy  at  3d.  per  lb.  Two  other  packages 
of  West  Indian  sold  at  3d.  to  3^d. 

Manna. — Two  cases  of  bold  rather  yellowish  flake  were 
limited  at  2*.  6d.  per  lb. 

Menthol  was  about  bd.  to  9d.  cheaper,  10  eases  of 
Kobayashi  brand  selling,  without  reserve,  at  from  8s.  to 
8--'.  bd.  per  lb.  Ten  cases  of  Yazawa  brand  were  not  landed 
in  time  for  the  sale.  Previous  to  the  auction  there  were 
sellers  of  Kobayashi  brand  at  9s.  3(/.  spot,  and  for  Decem- 


ber-February shipment  a  sale  of  20  cases  has  been  made 
at  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f..  for  Kobayashi. 

Nux  Vomica  met  with  keen  competition.  28  bags  selling 
at  from  14s.  6d.  to  14.--.  9(/.  for  medium  to  bold  Madia* 
seed,  with  a  few  of  greenish  colour.  Pickings  brought 
12s.  bd.  to  13s.  A  further  lot  of  4  bales  of  Madras  sold 
at  15s.  for  medium  to  bold  fair  bright.  Privately,  a  holder 
of  good  Madras  seed  asks  15s.  per  cwt. 

Oils.  Essential. — Two  packages  of  hand-pressed  Wesi 
Indian  Lime  oil  sold  at  2s.  9d.,  and  for  12  cases  of  fair 
distilled  Is.  3^d.  per  lb.  was  paid.  Twenty-six  cases  of 
P.P.  Eucalyptus  oil  were  limited  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet,  with  only  retail  sales  in  autcion.  A 
case  of  round  Canton  trimming  root,  slightly  stalky,  with 
three-quarters  fair  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
and  for  small  to  bold  Hat  High-dried,  with  three-quarters 
good  pinky  fracture,  Is.  per  lb.  was  asked. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica,  of  which  19  bales  offered, 
sold  at  1«.  2d.  per  lb.  for  good  and  bad  alike.  Of  native 
Jamaica  11  packages  were  shown,  but  no  public  sales  were 
made.  For  fair  medium  red  native  9d.  per  lb.  is  the 
price  asked.  Eight  bales  of  coarse  lean  and  chumpy  Lima- 
Jamaica  sold  at  10J,(/.,  and  the  same  price  was  paid  for 
8  bales  of  Guayaquil. 

Scablac. — Good  bright  Madras  scabs  realised  6/.  15s. 
per  cwt.  ;  small,  partly  dusty,  broken  and  blocky,  from 
5/.  to  5/.  12.--.  6d..  with  dust  at  5;.'. 

Senega. — The  price  of  4  bales  of  fair  palish  root  was  3s. 
per  lb.  net. 

Senna. — Considering  that  the  bulk  of  the  Tinnevelly 
leaf  was  of  poor  quality,  full  prices  were  paid  for  it. 
Small  to  medium  greenish  leaf  sold  at  from  2d.  to  2'2d., 
and  ordinary  specky  yellowish  and  sea-damaged  Id.  to  lpf. 
Pods  sold  at  l±d.  to  l|c/.  per  lb.  Holders  of  Alexandrian 
senna-pods,  being  anxious  to  do  business,  accepted  from 
3^d.  to  b%d.  for  dark  to  fair  pods;  and  for  sittings  l^d. 
to  lfrf.  was  paid  for  9  bales. 

Soarie  Nuts. — Two  barrels  sold,  without  reserve,  at  Is. 
per  cwt.  "  if  pay  charges." 

Tamarinds.— Good  black  East  Indian  were  bought  in  ai 
9.--.  bd.  per  cwt.,  and  10  casks  of  low  sold  at  3s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  subje.t. 

Tonka  Beans.— Fair  frosted  Para  from  Liverpool  were 
limited  at  Is.  3f/.  per  lb. 

Turmeric— Dearer.  Good  bright  Madras  finger,  slightly 
wormy,  sold  at  13s.,  and  common  split  bulbs  at  3s.  bd. 

Wax,  Bees'.— Madagascar  was  2s.  bd.  lower,  sales  of 
fair  block  being  made  at  6/.  15«.  to  6/.  lis.  bd.  per  cwt. 
Four  boxes  of  Australian,  of  mixed  colours,  sold  at 
11.  7s.  bd.  per  cwt.  Five  casks  of  Morocco  sold  at  75.s. 
per  cwt.,  and  12  bags  common  Morocco  at  90--.  Jamaica 
was  rather  easier,  20  packages  selling  at  the  all-round 
figure  of  71.  2s.  bd.  for  fair  quality. 


German  Spirit-ring. 

Four  Berlin  spirit-manufacturers  and  distillers  -viz., 
Messrs.  Louis  Pritzkow.  W.  Hoeltz,  J.  G.  Wiescnack,  and 
George  Broche  who  originally  endeavoured  to  remain  inde- 
pendent of  the  Spirit  Centrale,  have  now  joined  it  as  mem- 
bers. The  capital  of  the  "ring"  has  consequently  been 
increased.    It  at  present  amounts  to  about  1\  million  marks. 

A  Corner  in  Antimony. 

During  the  past  fortnight  there  has  been  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  antimony  owing  to  extensive  operations  on  the  part  of 
one  of  the  principal  British  refiners  who  controls  the  output 
of  one  of  the  best-known  grades  of  antimony  besides  being 
the  largest  operator  in  the  market.  From  New  York  it  is 
reported  that  agents  on  behalf  of  this  concern  in  various  parts 
of  the  Cnited  States  and  Europe  have  succeeded  in  accu- 
mulating large  supplies  before  the  trade  realised  that  some- 
body was  trving  to  corner  the  market.  It  is  estimated  by 
the  "New  York  Commercial"  that  the  purchases  jf  this 
operator  in  the  United  States  amounted  to  300.000  tons,  which 
figure  is,  of  course,  greatly  exaggerated.  A  third  of  this 
amount  would  probably  amply  cover  all  the  operations. 
According  to  the  above  newspaper  keen  excitement  has  pre- 
vailed among  local  traders,  whose  accumulations  of  domestic 
and  Japanese  grades  were  nearly  exhausted,  in  their  efforts 
to  obtain  top  prices  on  their  small  holdings  and  the  arrivals 
which  they  expect  within  a  few  days. 
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Society  of  Cbemical  3ntmstrs. 

London  Section. 

THE  new  session  opened  on  Monday  evening  November  7, 
with  exceptional  eclat,  at  the  Chemical  Industry  Club 
dinner  in  the  Hotel  Previtali,  before  the  meeting,  about 
120  members  and  visitors  were  present— Mr.  A.  Gordon 
.Salamon    F  I.C.,  F.C.S.,  the  new  Chairman,  presiding 


to  their  conversion  into  cyanides.  Mr.  Salamon  was  one 
of  the  Expert  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  and 
arrest  arsenical  poisoning  in  Manchester  four  years  ago. 
He  has  served  several  scientific  bodies  well,  and  is  at 
present  Vice-President  of  the  Institute  of  Brewing,  Hon. 
Treasurer  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  and  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Commission  for  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition. 
His  services  to  the  last  Paris  Exhibition  were  recognised 
by  his  appointment  as  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 
Mr.  Salamon  makes  an  excellent  chairman,  adding  concise 
diction  to  courtly  style. 

OPENING  PROCEEDINGS. 

When  the  Chairman  called  the  meeting  to  order  there 
were  over  200  persons  present,  including  several  ladies. 

The  Chairman  first  briefly  thanked  the  Council  for  the 
honour  they  had  done  him  in  electing  him  Chairman  of  the 
Section,  and  then  called  on  Mr.  J.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C., 
M.P.,  F.E.S.,  to  read  a  paper  on 

THE  TREND  OF  INVENTION  IN  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton  referred  to  himself  as  standing 
outside  the  sphere  of  chemical  industry  with  neither 
experience  to  guide  nor  knowledge  to  teach,  but  as  one 


Me.  Alfred  G.  Salamon,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  A.R.S.M. 

itor  the  first  time.  He  had  on  his  right  Mr.  Fletcher 
Moulton,  the  guest  of  the  evening.  After  dinner,  Mr. 
Napier  Sutton,  Secretary  of  the  Club,  intimated  that  Mr. 
B.  E.  R.  Newlands  and  Dr.  Morley  Foster  are  henceforth 
to  assist  him  in  arranging  these  dinners.  The  Chairman 
then  welcomed  back  again  those  members  of  the  Society 
who  had  attended  the  annual  meeting  in  the  United  States, 
.specially  mentioning  Mr.  Walter  F.  Reid,  his  predecessor 
in  the  chair,  whose  services  to  the  Louisiana  Exposition 
as  a  juryman  and  member  of  the  Superior  Jury  he  highly 
commended.  Mr.  Salamon  then  toasted  the  guests,  men- 
tioning the  presence  of  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Professor 
Capper,  Mr.  Pilcher,  Mr.  Robert  Mond,  Mr.  Conrad,  of 
San  Francisco,  Mr.  Howse.  of  New  York  (Chemist  to 
Kodak,  Ltd.),  and  Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk.  Brief  replies  were 
made  by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton  and  Mr.  Conrad.  The 
company  then  adjourned  to  the  Chemical  Society's  room 
at  Burlington  House,  which  already  contained  a  goodly 
number  of  members,  and  ere  long  it  was  uncomfortably 
packed.    A  word  about 

THE  NEW  CHAIRMAN 

before  reporting  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Alfred  Gordon 
Salamon  is  best  known  as  an  expert  in  all  that  pertains  to 
tthe  brewing  and  distilling  industries.  He  received  his 
scientific  education  at  the  Royal  School  of  Mines,  of  which 
he  became  an  associate  in  1882.  Within  three  years  Mr. 
Salamon  had  devised  a  highly  successful  process  for 
utilising  waste  products  in  breweries,  and  when  Fahlberg 
•discovered  saccharin  in  1886,  and  it  was  produced  commer- 
cially in  1887,  he  recognised  the  great  future  of  the 
sweetener,  and  his  father's  firm  (Messrs.  Wilson,  Salamon 
and  Co.)  secured  the  agency  for  this  country.  Mr.  Sala- 
mon has  lectured  on  several  occasions  before  the  Society  of 
Arts,  the  Royal  Institution,  and  the  London  Institution 
on  subjects  connected  with  grain  and  fermentation,  a  series 
of  Cantor  Lectures  being  on  ' '  Yeast  :  Its  Morphology 
and  Culture "  ;  but  his  work  has  by  no  means  been  con- 
fined to  brewing,  and  his  studies  of  coal-gas  have  resulted 
in  two  important  inventions.  One  (1888),  for  desulphuris- 
ing the  gas,  is  used  by  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Co.  and 
other  companies,  and  another  (1900)  extracts  cyanogen 
from  coal-gas  in  the  form  of  sulphocyanides  with  a  view 
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Cambridge,  1868.  Fellow  of  Christ's  College  until  1873. 
During  that  period  did  much  electrical  and  physical  re- 
search which,  with  his  extraordinary  mathematical 
attainments,  secured  him  F.R.S.  before  he  was  thirty. 
Became  a  barrister  of  the  Middle  Temple  in  1874,  and 
at  once  secured  distinction  as  an  expert  counsel  in 
scientific  cases.  Is  now  the  leading  barrister  in  patent 
and  trade  mark  matters.  Is  Liberal  member  for  Launces- 
ton  Division  of  Cornwall. 

who  could  understand  and  sympathise  with  the  labours  of 
chemists.  Theoretical  chemistry  has  long  been  the  land  of 
the  chemical  specialist  alone  upon  which  it  is  idle  for  an 
outsider  to  attempt  to  form  an  independent  judgment.  But 
whereas  the  chemist  seeks  after  knowledge,  chemical 
industry  applies  it  :  the  sole  test  for  the  one  is  truth;  for 
the  other,  result.  The  triumphs  of  chemical  industry  are 
economic,  in  which  progress  means  that  a  lessened  amount 
of  human  labour  and  sacrifice  is  required  to  satisfy  the 
actual  needs  of  mankind;  and  as,  broadly  speaking,  the 
amount  is  measured  by  cost,  the  advance  to  which  chemical 
industry  is  continually  spurred  by  the  pressure  of  competi- 
tion is  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  production — in  other 
words,  increased  cheapness.  Pressure  of  competition  has 
led  to  the  utilisation  of  by-products  which  formerly  were 
wasted,  and  the  manufacture  of  groups  of  products  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  single  products  of  former  times. 
Turning  to  the  selling  side,  the  needs  of  mankind  measure 
the  demand  for  chemical  products.  Many  of  these  needs 
are  imperative  but  limited — the  demand  does  not  grow  with 
the  supply.  If  too  little  is  produced,  the  price  will  go  up 
to  its  highest  limit — the  equivalent  of  its  value  in  use. 
If  too  much  is  produced,  the  price  will  fall,  and  in  some 
cases  the  by-product  of  a  process  may  be  sold  at  a  nominal 
price.  At  present  the  main  line  of  advance  of  chemical 
industry  is  in  improved  methods  of  working,  and  the 
speaker  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  trend  of  invention 
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in  three  divisions — (1)  the  products,  (2)  the  sources  of 
material,  and  (3)  the  methods.  As  far  as  new  products  are 
concerned,  the  present  moment  is  characterised  by  the 
initiation  of  a  crowd  of  small  manufactures.  There  is  no 
epoch-making  change  manifesting  itself,  such  as  the  era 
of  modern  explosives  and  the  coal-tar  industry  of  some 
thirty  years  ago.  The  synthesis  of  indigo  may.  however, 
be  taken  as  a  modern  triumph  of  industrial  chemistry,  as 
it  is  only  after  a  long  series  of  improvements  in  the  pro- 
cess of  manufacture  that  the  product  is  in  a  position  to 
compete  in  cost  with  the  natural  dye.  The  two  depart- 
ments in  which  inventive  development  is  manifest  at  the 
present  time  are 

PHARMACEUTICAL  PRODUCTS  AM)  FOODSTUFFS. 

In  pharmaceutical  products  a  field  of  research  and  its  prac- 
tical application  is  opening  out,  the  importance  of  which 
it  is  difficult  to  estimate,  but  which  may  be  very  great. 
Physiologists  are  beginning  to  associate  specific  effects  on 
the  human  organism  with  specific  chemical  groups.  These 
groups  appear  in  countless  combinations  in  organic  che- 
mistry, and  their  effect  may  be  masked  or  hindered  by 
the  setting  in  which  they  are  placed.  This  may  arise  in 
many  ways.  It  may  be  that  their  effect  is  produced  in 
the  body  by  their  being  set  free  to  form  new  combinations, 
so  that  too  great  stability  in  the  original  substance  will 
paralyse  them.  It  may  be  that  their  effect  is  produced  by 
the  selective  absorption  which  is  so  characteristic  of  the 
organs  and  tissues  of  the  human  body,  and  the  overlading 
of  the  molecule  may  render  them  inert.  Again,  it  may 
be  that  the  setting  of  the  group,  the  combination  of  atoms 
with  which  it  is  associated  to  form  the  molecule  may  itself 
be  capable  of  producing  conflicting  or  otherwise  deleterious 
effects.  In  all  such  cases  the  group  may  be  present  without 
producing  the  characteristic  result.  But  the  belief  is  grow- 
ing that  the  tendency  of  the  group  to  produce  its  specific 
effect  is  real  and  inherent,  and  that  with  a  right  choice 
of  its  setting  it  will  produce  it  without  these  extraneous 
effects.  It  may  well  be  that  we  are  still  in  the  infancy 
of  pure  therapeutics.  Few  drugs  are  known  which,  side 
by  side  with  the  effects  they  are  intended  to  produce, 
do  not  bring  with  them  other  consequences,  unsought  for 
and  often  undesirable.  So  far  as  these  take  their  rise  in 
the  organism  as  a  physiological  consequence  of  the  original 
effect,  they  must  be  accepted.  But  physiologists  are 
raising  the  question  whether  it  is  certain  that  they  are  of 
physiological,  and  not  of  pharmaceutical  origin.  It  may  well 
be  that  many  of  the  forms  in  which  the  effective  groups 
have  up  till  now  been  administered,  have  influenced  and 
distorted  the  normal  action  of  the  group  itself,  and  a  line 
of  genuine  research  and  invention  is  being  pressed  forward, 
seeking  practical  solutions  of  the  problem  of  the  best  way 
to  use  these  operative  groups.  Taking  as  a  concrete  ex- 
ample the  salicylic  group  which  is  so  potent,  but  the  effects 
of  which  on  the  heart  are  held  in  many  cases  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  it  in  its  ordinary  forms,  it  is  claimed  now  that 
if  instead  of  administering  it  in  the  shape  of  salicylic- 
acid,  or  its  salts,  you  take  it  in  an  acetyl  setting  as  sali- 
cylic-acetyl.  these  ill  effects  are  not  produced.  This 
question  gives  a  clear  instance  of  the  nature  and  object 
of  the  research  which  has  already  given  rise  to  the 
discovery  and  manufacture  of  a  large  number  of  new 
pharmaceutical  products.  Unfortunately,  it  is  difficult  to 
prophesy  how  many  of 

THESE  NEW  MANUFACTURES  WILL  LIVE. 

Some  have  won  for  themselves  a  permanent  position,  but 
in  a  department  where  experiment  is  so  difficult  progress 
cannot  be  rapid  and  certain;  and,  indeed,  the  chief  diffi- 
culty in  forming  a  correct  opinion  on  the  subject  is  that 
m  the  case  of  pharmaceutical  products  invention  too  often 
does  not  cease  with  their  manufacture,  but  extends  itself 
to  the  results  of  their  administration.  In  connection  with 
foodstuffs  a  very  serious  attempt  is  being  made  to  stop  the 
vast  waste  of  nutritious  matter  that  is  going  on.  Cold 
storage  and  the  improved  treatment  of  milk  are  examples. 
As  regards  new  industries,  the  growth  of  cyanide-manu- 
facture owing  to  the  McArthur-Forrest  system  of  gold- 
extraction  has  been  phenomenal — from  500  tons  in  1895  to 
8,000  tons  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Fletcher  Moult<  n 
then  referred  to  the  attempts  that  are  being  made  to  fix- 
atmospheric  nitrogen  and  the  important  part  that  combined 


nitrogen  plays  in  the  world,  and,  speaking  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  beset  inventors,  instanced  the  manufacture  of 
saccharin  from  toluol  sulpho-chloride.  The  difficulty  was 
to  produce  from  toluol  by  the  action  of  chlorhydrin  the 
ortho-sulpho-chloride,  and  not  the  para  body.  Monet  dis- 
covered that  by  regulating  the  temperature  of  the  reaction 
the  yield  of  the  ortho  body  was  increased  from  25  to 
60  per  cent.,  and  thus  diminished  the  cost  of  the  finished 
product  by  nearly  one  half.  The  new  developments  in 
the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  anhydride  were  taken  as 
another  example.  In  this  case,  the  reaction  being  rever- 
sible, there  were  extraordinary  difficulties  to  overcome  in 
the  management  of  the  temperature.  The  success  of  the 
electrolytic-alkali  processes  has  been  limited  because  of 
the  demand  for  the  by-products  of  the  older  Le  Blanc 
and  Solvay  processes.  The  electrolysis  of  organic  bodies 
hitherto  scarcely  attempted  opens  up  a  wide  field  of  enter- 
prise, and  the  speaker  considered  that  inventions  cluster 
thickly  round  the  applications  of  the  electric  furnace  which 
lends  itself  to  combinations  which  are  endothermic.  The 
opinion  was  expressed  that  as  a  practical  result  is  the  test 
of  success,  so  it  ought  to  be  the  main  factor  in  deter- 
mining the  existence  of  that  novelty  which  our  laws  hold 
to  merit  protection.  The  step  between  the  discovery  and 
the  utilisation  of  a  reaction  should  be  recognised  as  having 
a  high  claim  to  be  regarded  as  invention. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond  was  the  first  speaker,  his  remarks 
being  general  in  character,  except  that  he  eulogised  the 
work  of  the  men  who  by  patient  labour  made  a  discovery 
into  a  practical  industry. 

Professor  Capper,  as  an  engineer,  spoke  of  the  mutual 
dependence  of  the  engineer  and  the  chemist.  The  time 
is  coming  when  electricity  will  be  supplied  at  a  fraction 
of  a  penny  per  unit.  Cheap  electricity  is  what  the  chemist 
has  required  for  years. 

Professor  J.  M.  Thomson  said  a  few  words  as  a 
teacher,  and  he  was  followed  by  the  views  on  the  phar- 
maceutical side  of 

Mr.  David  Howard.  The  paper,  he  said,  is  not  an  easy 
one  to  criticise,  as  such  criticism  might  partake  of  the 
nature  of  the  addition  of  needless  molecules  of  water  to 
good  milk.  It  is  forty-eight  years  since  he  first  had  to 
do  with  industrial  chemistry,  and  the  one  thing  that  has 
ever  been  impressed  on  him  is  the  distinction  between 
theory  and  practice.  There  is  such  a  wide  difference 
between  100  per  cent,  theoretical  yield  and  the  5  per  cent, 
found  in  practice.  The  paper  was  instructive  as  being 
from  one  who  is,  so  to  speak,  outside  the  battle  :  those 
in  the  thick  of  the  fight  are  only  half  conscious  of  what 
is  going  on.  He  (the  speaker)  most  sincerely  hoped  they 
would  war  against  that  narrowing-up  of  their  studies 
which  some  educationists  seem  to  be  striving  after — in 
fact,  he  is  almost  tempted  to  add  one  more  petition  to  his 
litany,  "From  all  educationists  deliver  us."  "We  shall," 
concluded  Mr.  Howard,  "  be  great  chemists  just  in  propor- 
tion that  we  are  not  chemists  and  nothing  more." 

Dr.  Divers,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks,  said  that  the 
nature  of  invention  is  to  bring  out  some  useful  discovery, 
and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  teacher  to  train  the  student  to 
put  his  knowledge  to  account. 

Mr.  Reid  said  the  paper  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
inventors,  chemical  or  otherwise.  It  contains  much  advice 
and  useful  suggestions  to  inventors.  During  his  recent 
visit  to  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition  he  had  met  some 
hundreds  of  inventors,  all  very  sanguine,  and  it  would 
have  saved  much  trouble  to  have  given  them  a  copy  of 
such  a  useful  paper.  Inventors  in  America  make  samples 
of  new  products  by  the  ton,  and  so  give  a  better  oppor- 
tunity for  users  to  be  found  for  the  articles.  In  this  way 
carborundum  from  being  an  interesting  curiosity  has 
reached  a  consumption  of  2,500  tons  a  year.  The  electro- 
lytic production  of  caustic  soda  is  running  the  older  pro- 
cesses verv  closely  owing  to  the  economical  production  of 
electricity  at  Niagara  Falls.  Mr.  Reid  went  on  to  tell 
how  inventions  may  upset  the  politics  and  economy  of 
nations.  The  difficulty  in  the  Russo-Japanese  War  is 
apparently  to  locate  the  batteries  owing  to  the  use  of 
smokeless  powders,  whereas  formerly  the  trouble  was  how 
to  hide  the  batteries.  He  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  how 
new  problems  constantly  arise  and  have  to  be  tackled. 
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At  St.  Louis,  for  example,  one  of  the  exhibitors  in  the 
Department  of  Horticulture  who  had  a  show  of  incubators 
complained  of  the  noise  on  each  side  of  the  building, 
there  being  a  representation  of  the  Boer  War  on  one 
side  and  of  the  Battle  of  Santiago  on  the  other. 
The  chickens,  this  exhibitor  protested,  would  be 
quite  spoilt  by  the  reverberation  of  the  air ;  and 
so  it  was,  for  when  the  chickens  were  hatched  they 
came  out  with  the  legs  and  wings  welded  together  and 
heads  on  their  backs.  This  was  a  modification  brought 
about  by  a  chemical  reaction.  (Laughter.)  Whether  chemists 
could  use  that  reaction  he  did  not  know.  (Laughter.) 
In  the  French  exhibits  he  saw  an  anaesthetic  of  which  it 
only  required  6  minims  of  a  1-per-cent.  solution  to  produce 
sufficient  insensibility  to  admit  of  the  performance  of  an 
abdominal  operation.  The  curious  thing  is  that  in  the 
factory  where  this  anaesthetic  is  made  the  workmen  soon 
lose  control  over  their  limbs  and  have  to  be  constantly 
moved  on  to  other  work.  Thus  every  new  invention  brings 
other  problems  in  its  train.  The  co-operation  of  the  chemist 
and  the  engineer  works  well,  a  good  instance  being  the  way 
sulphur  is  obtained  in  Louisiana.  The  earth  is  bored,  and 
water,  heated  to  300°  C,  pumped  down;  this  melts  the 
sulphur,  which  in  turn  is  pumped  up  into  tanks.  The 
combined  nitrogen  in  the  earth  was  not,  he  thought,  all  due 
to  bacterial  action  :  probably  some  is  due  to  atmospheric 
electricity.  By  the  aid  of  the  low  temperature  of  liquid  air 
chemists  are  on  the  eve  of  a  great  revolution,  Mr.  Reid 
incidentally  stating  that  the  largest  quantity  of  liquid  hydro- 
gen ever  produced  had  been  turned  out  at  the  St.  Louis 
Exhibition  by  the  low-temperature  exhibit  sent  by  the 
Royal  Institution. 

Dr.  Squire  threw  a  little  light  on  the  difficulties  of  the 
sulphuric-anhydride  process,  he  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  method.  He  also  mentioned  the  curious  fact  that  cold 
storage  does  not  prohibit  the  growth  of  moulds,  for  which 
reason  yeast  cannot  be  so  stored. 

Dr.  Power  spoke  of  the  usefulness  of  the  paper,  but  con- 
fessed, as  did  other  speakers,  to  the  difficulty  he  experienced 
in  replying  to  it  at  short  notice. 

Mr.  G-aster  said  if  the  waste  products  of  the  blast-furnaces 
were  utilised  iron  could  be  produced  5s.  a  ton  cheaper.  He 
also  said  there  is  need  for  gas-engines  of  larger  size  to 
compete  with  steam-engines.  The  turbine  as  a  generator  of 
electricity  could  be  turned  to  account  with  the  water-power 
of  this  country,  at  present  quite  neglected. 

Mr.  Guttmann  said  the  third  factor  in  the  production  of 
the  chemical-manufacturer  is  quality,  which  he  (the 
speaker)  looked  upon  as  most  important.  Quality  maintains 
a  business,  and  it  is  quality  that  has  hitherto  kept  the  British 
chemical-industry  at  the  top. 

The  Chairman,  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Moulton  to  reply, 
referred  to  the  problem  of  the  use  of  water-power  at  a 
distance — how  is  it  best  conveyed  ? 

Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton  made  a  somewhat  racy  reply, 
referring  to  Mr.  Reid's  chicken  anecdote  as  a  process  for 
producing  ready-trussed  spring  chickens.  He  said  it  is 
not  necessary  to  go  abroad  to  find  workmen  unable  to 
control  their  limbs — (laughter) — and  as  for  the  origin  of 
nitrogen  through  thunderstorms,  he  said,  "  Upon  my  word 
my  sense  of  humour  prevented  me  from  driving  thunder- 
storms and  bacteria  in  the  same  team,  so  I  sacrificed 
accuracy  for  bacteria."  As  to  the  conveyance  of  electricity 
from  waterfalls,  he  mentioned  that  it  is  already  conveyed  in 
California  to  a  distance  of  120  to  150  miles. 


Manchester  Section. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  of  this  Section  was 
held  on  November  4,  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Manchester. 
The  Chairman  (Mr.  J.  Carter  Bell)  presided  and  read  a 
paper  on  "  Spontaneous  Combustion  from  an  Insurance 
Point  of  View."  The  paper  recounted  many  experiments 
made  with  a  view  to  finding  out  if  insurance  companies 
are  justified  in  charging  extra  premiums  to  woollen-fac- 
tories where  mineral  oils  are  used.  Mr.  Bell's  experiments 
show  that  mineral  oils,  instead  of  being  the  most  dan- 
gerous, are  the  safest,  and  when  mineral  oils  are  used  in 
place  of  vegetable  oils  there  is  less  risk  of  fire  from  spon- 
taneous combustion.  It  was  mentioned  that  American  in- 
surance companies  advise  mixing  40  per  cent,  of  mineral  oil 
with  other  oils  to  prevent  spontaneous  combustion. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 
THE  members  did  a  lot  of  business  and  little  talk  at  the 
-I-  meeting  held  last  week.  For  the  B.P.  Committee  of 
reference  the  President  (Mr.  W.  F.  Wells),  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident (Dr.  Walsh),  Mr.  W.  N.  Allen,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brunker,  M.A.,  were  nominated.  A  druggist  who  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  prescriptions  over  his  counter 
and  getting  them  dispensed  by  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
was  told  that  if  he  did  not  stop  the  practice  he  would 
be  prosecuted  under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  has  given 
the  promise,  and  the  President  explained  the  law  of  the 
matter.  It  was  agreed  to  alter  the  date  of  the  Assistants' 
examination  so  that  those  who  may  fail  in  the  Licence 
examination  may  go  in  for  the  lower  one  in  the  following 
week  on  payment  of  a  guinea.  The  Council  further  de- 
cided to  put  an  asterisk  against  the  name  of  each  person 
on  the  registers  known  to  be  in  business.  Examiners  were 
re-elected. 


The  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  November  2,  at  3  p.m.  The  President  was 
in  the  chair,  and  the  other  members  who  attended  were 
the  Vice-President  and  Messrs.  George  Beggs,  Thomas 
Batt,  John  Smith  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Vincent  Johnston, 
and  Goldon  (Birr). 

Carbolic  Poisoning. 
A  letter  from  the  Office  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary, 
Dublin  Castle,  informed  the  Council  that  the  District 
Inspector  of  Constabulary  at  Moville  had  reported  that 
Letitia  Mitchell  had  died  from  having  drunk  carbolic  acid 
which  her  husband  had  purchased  at  the  shop  of  Mr. 
James  McDonagh,  J.P.,  Carndonagh,  co.  Donegal.  The 
bottle  contained  about  a  noggin  of  the  acid,  and  was  not 
labelled.  Mr.  McDonagh  did  not  keep  a  register  of  his 
sales.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  the  President  had 
directed  that  the  Inspector-General  should  be  asked  to 
have  Mr.  McDonagh  prosecuted  for  selling,  and  for  not 
labelling  the  bottle. 

The  B.P.  Committee. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vincent  Johnston,  the  President, 
the  Vice-President,  Mr.  William  Allen,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brunker  were  nominated  to  act  on  the  Committee  of  Refer- 
ence in  Pharmacy  about  to  be  formed  by  the  Medical 
Council  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  a  new  edition 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Druggists  and  Medical  Prescriptions. 

A  letter  was  received  from  a  registered  druggist  under- 
taking to  discontinue  the  practice  of  taking  in  prescriptions 
and  getting  them  compounded  elsewhere. 

The  President  said  it  was  important  that  druggists 
should  know  the  facts  of  this  case.  An  inspector  was  sent 
to  the  shop  of  the  gentleman  in  question,  whom  he  asked  to 
make  up  a  prescription.  He  said  he  did  not  make  up  pre- 
scriptions, but  that  he  would  get  the  prescription  made  up 
for  him.  The  Law  Committee  thereupon  wrote  to  the 
druggist  informing  him  that  in  taking  in  a  prescription  and 
cash  for  it  over  his  counter  he  was  committing  a  breach  of 
the  law  and  rendering  himself  liable  to  a  penalty  ;of  5/.  ; 
and  that  unless  he  gave  up  the  practice,  proceedings  would 
be  taken  against  him.  The  result  was  the  letter  from  him 
which  had  just  been  read,  and  which  was  very  satisfactory. 

Other  Correspondence. 

A  letter  from  the  Irish  Privy  Council  Office  enclosed  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  Sir  John  W.  Moore,  M.D.,  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant's  inspector,  on  the  examinations  of  the  Society 
during  the  past  year,  which  was  referred  to  the  House  and 
General  Purposes  Committee. 

A  donation  was  received  from  the  University  of  Bir- 
mingham of  a  copy  of  their  Calendar  for  1904  5. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Casey  &  Clay,  law  agents  to  the 
Council,  informed  them  of  the  decision  by  the  King's  Bench 
Division  that  copies  of  the  Society's  registers  of  pharma- 
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ceutical  chemists  and  registered  druggists,  printed  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Society,  are  admissible  as  evidence  without 
being  certified  by  the  President  or  Vice-President  and 
Eegistrar  (C.  iL-  D.,  November  5,  page  762). 

The  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  President  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

That  the  dates  on  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants' 
examinations  shall  be  held  be  altered  to  the  Monday  follow- 
ing the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examinations  in  January, 
April,  July,  and  October. 
About  a  year  ago,  he  said,  it  was  decided  to  put  off  the 
Assistants'  examination  to  a  month  after  the  Licence  exami- 
nation ;  but  he  was  now  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  wiser 
to  hold  the  Assistants'  examination  on  the  Monday  following 
the  Saturday  on  which  the  Licence  examination  finishes,  in 
order  to  afford  candidates  who  have  been  rejected  at  the 
Licence  examination  an  immediate  opportunity  of  presenting 
themselves,  if  they  so  desire,  at  the  Assistants'  examina- 
tion.   After  the  last  Licence  examination  Mr.  Ferrall  asked 
a  rejected  candidate  if  he  would  go  on  to  the  Assistants' 
examination  ;  but  the  candidate,  on  hearing  that  it  would 
not  take  place  for  a  month,  said  he  could  not  come  back 
to  town  for  it- 
Mr.  Batt  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  passed  unani- 
mously. 

The  President  then  moved  : 

That  candidates  rejected  at  the  Licence  examination  who 
have  served  four  years  to  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or 
apothecary  may  present  themselves  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Assistants'  examination  on  the  following  Monday  on  giving 
notice  to  the  Registrar  and  paying  the  fee  of  one  guinea. 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Batt  and  unanimously  agreed 
to,  as  was  also  the  following  : 

That  in  the  printed  copies  of  the  registers  asterisks  be 
affixed  to  the  names  of  all  persons  known  to  keep  open  shop 
on  their  own  account. 

This  was  to  increase  the  utility  of  the  lists  which  they  had 
in  hand. 

The  C.O.D.  System. 
The  President  said  he  had  also  given  notice  of  a  resolu- 
tion disapproving  of  the  proposed  adoption  by  the  Post 
Office  of  the  cash-on-delivery  system,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  Postmaster-General  giving  way  it  was  not  necessary. 
The  President  mentioned  that  in  the  case  of  parcels  contain- 
ing poisons  the  question  might  arise  as  to  whether  it  would 
be  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  assistants  who  gave  the 
parcels  and  took  the  money,  who  would  be  liable  to  a  prose- 
cution for  an  unlicensed  sale. 

Elections. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Batt, 
Mr.  James  Henry,  L.L.D.,  B.L.,  and  Mr.  David  O.  Sullivan, 
M.P.S.,  were  re-elected  examiners  to  conduct  the  Pre- 
liminary  examination ;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Batt, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Beggs,  Mr.  James  Guilei',  M.P.S.I.,  was 
re-elected  examiner  to  conduct  the  materia  medica  and 
botany  division  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination. 

Dr.  T.  A.  Furlong,  Upper  Merrion  Street.  Dublin ;  Mr. 
J.  McClelland,  Ballyshannon ;  and  Mr.  R.  Johnston.  Down- 
patrick,  were  elected  members  of  the  Society,  and  Mr.  John 
Byrne,  Athboy,  co.  Meath,  was  elected  an  associate  drug- 
gist. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  published  by  our  London 
contemporary.  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  is  a  volume  of 
some  650  pages,  divided  into  numerous  chapters.  It  opens 
with  a  comprehensive  and  eminently  lucid  account  of  the 
measures  enacted  in  Great  Britain  pertaining  to  the  taxa- 
tion of  medicines,  concise  summaries  of  the  different  statutes 
bearing  on  the  stamp-duties  on  medicines  being  given.  This 
is  followed  by  about  fifty  pages  of  Australian  formulas, 
being  the  recipes  followed  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Australian 
Commonwealth.  The  succeeding  chapters  are  devoted  to 
formulas  of  all  sorts  and  degrees,  grouped  variously  under 
ailment-names,  body-names,  descriptive  titles,  galenical 
preparations,  miscellaneous  preparations,  preparations 
chiefly  for  the  toilet,  and  unclassified  formulas,  each  recipe 
bearing  its  own  number.  Stamp-medicine  memoranda  and 
High  Court  decisions  are  given  in  the  appendices.  The 
volume  should  prove  eminently  useful  to  working  pharma- 
cists everywhere. — American  Druggist. 


"Bung's  Btrtbi>a\>  ibonoura. 

THE  chief  interest  in  the  list  of  honours  bestowed  by 
King  Edward  on  the  occasion  of  his  birthday  (Novem- 
ber 9)  is  the  conferment  of  a  knighthood  upon  Joseph 
Wilson  Swan,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  the  inventor  of  the  incan- 
descent electric  lamp,  which  he  perfected  in  1879,  after 
more  than  twenty  years'  quiet  work  on  the  subject.  No 
living  Englishman  has  done  more  than  he  to  brighten  the 
world,  and  the  machinery  which  works  the  royal  favours 
has  moved  far  too  slowly  in  this  case.  Sir  Joseph  Wilson 
Swan  is  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  His  con- 
nection with  pharmacy  commenced  in  1842,  when  he  was 
indentured  as  an  apprentice  to  a  chemist  in  Sunderland, 
and  it  was  during  his  apprenticeship  that  he  became 
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Sir  Joseph  Wilson  Swan,  D.Sc,  F.R.S. 

absorbed  in  electric  experiment.  His  apprentice-master 
died  before  his  indentures  were  completed,  and  he  went  as- 
an  improver  with  Mr.  Mawson,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  who 
assumed  him  as  a  partner  in  1860.  The  young  chemist  and 
electrician  had  in  the  meantime  established  two  important 
branches  of  the  business — in  photographic  chemicals  and 
scientific  apparatus  and  instruments.  He  had  much  to  do 
with  the  perfection  of  the  wet-collodion  process,  and  it  is- 
practically  to  him  that  we  owe  the  modern  dry  plate.  A 
sketch  of  Sir  Joseph's  remarkably  interesting  life,  one  of 
the  most  inspiring  for  young  chemists,  was  printed  in  the 
C.  &  D.  of  July  27,  1901.  Sir  Joseph  has  been  living  in 
London  for  several  years,  and  has  thus  been  in  direct 
contact  with  scientific  bodies.  He  was  the  first  President 
of  the  Faraday  Society,  and  shares  with  Lord  Kelvin  and 
Dr.  Wilde  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  three 
Britons  elected  honorary  members  of  the  Institution  of 
Electrical  Engineers,  of  which  he  has  also  been  President. 
He  is  also  a  Past-President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry.  Sir  Joseph  celebrated  his  seventy-sixth  birthday 
on  October  31. 

Mr.  Aston  Webb.  R.A.,  upon  whom  a  knighthood  has 
also  been  conferred,  is  a  brother  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Webb  (Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.). 

The  C.M.G.  is  conferred  upon  Mr.  Francis  Watts, 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Director  of  Agriculture  in  Antigua  and" 
Analytical  and  Agricultural  Chemist  to  the  Leeward  Islands. 


